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News Items
A Compendium of Pest Management News Items from the Media Relevant to 

FAOPMA Member Countries
Compiled by Stephen L. Doggett and David Lilly

INDIA: COVID-19 PANDEMIC AFFECTING 
MOSQUITO CONTROL OPERATIONS
With the COVID-19 pandemic, public health 

resources have been diverted away from 
mosquito control operations. In 2019, there were 
some 14.3 million inspections of houses by mid-
year in Delhi, however for 2020 this has dropped 
to 6.2 million. Similarly, the number of homes 
treated has decreased by around 30% this year. As 
a consequence, a rise in mosquito-borne disease 
is expected.

Source: The Hindu (29/Jun/2020), https://www.
thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/the-mosquito-
buzz-may-get-louder/article31941097.ece

NEW FLY TRAP FROM PESTWEST
PestWest has released a new fly trap called 
‘flyDetect’. This unit allows for the remote 
monitoring of flies in many sectors including in 
food production and other sensitive areas. The 
trap has a built in wide angle camera that can 
capture the flies trapped on the entire sticky 
board within the unit. This can be viewed via 
an App on any mobile device or via computer 
through a web application. Through the App, 
it is possible to set a fly threshold and if this is 
passed, then an automatic notification is sent. To 
maximise efficiency of visits by the technicians, 
priorities can be listed through the App. ‘FlyDetect’ 
also records environmental parameters such as 
temperature and humidity. 

More details from: www.flydetect.com 

NEW ZEALAND: LAST POSSUM CAPTURED IN 
PERTH RIVER VALLEY
Brush tail possums originate from Australia, but 
cause massive damage to the natural ecosystem 
of New Zealand through the consumption of 
native vegetation. In recent years, New Zealand 
introduced a campaign called ‘Predator Free NZ’, 
with the aim of eliminating exotic predators such 
as stoats, possums and rats, by the year 2050 to 
preserve native flora and fauna. In the Perth River 
Valley, in South Westland on the South Island, the 
last remaining possum was captured in a 12,000 
hectare block. Obviously there is a long way to go 
to eliminate all possums from the nation, but this 
is seen as a major milestone in the program. [SLD: 
read more on ‘Predator Free NZ’ from: https://
predatorfreenz.org/] 

Source: Stuff (29/Jun/2020), www.stuff.co.nz/
environment/121977100/last-remaining-known-
possum-caught-in-westlands-perth-river-valley 

INDIA: LOCUST SWARM DESCENDS ON DEHLI
Swarms of desert locusts have invaded Delhi 
and surrounding cities. This prompted safety 
alerts to pilots in the area. This is the first invasion 
of locusts for over our decades. The regional 
government asked locals to “keep doors and 
windows closed, cover outdoor plants with plastic 
sheets and distract the locusts by making high-
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decibel sound through beating utensils and 
playing high-volume music on music systems/ DJs 
and firing crackers”. It is stated in the report that 
these large swarms do not stay in cities for long 
due to a lack of food. The locust swarm originated 
in east Africa and travelled through Pakistan. [SLD: 
I recommend looking at the astonishing images in 
the link below.]

Source: al Khaleej Today (29/Jun/2020), https://
alkhaleejtoday.co/international/5012642/
Residents-of-Indias-capital-region-in-panic-as-
locust-swarms-descend.html 

AUSTRALIA: YELLOW CRAZY ANT SPREADING
Yellow Crazy ants have been found in several 
locations throughout Queensland, Australia. 
This includes Cairns, Townsville, Shute Harbour, 
Hervey Bay, and Brisbane. Due to the ant’s 
propensity to spray formic acid, this can lead to 
burns on the skin. In one case a man had to be 
hospitalized with burns to the eye. The ant itself 
can devastate local ecosystems if left uncontrolled 
and the concern is that there is a lack of impetus 
from government in ensuring that the species is 
eradicated. If the ant becomes firmly established, 
it could spread right through the east coast of 
Australia. 

Source: ABC News (29/Jun/2020), https://www.
abc.net.au/news/rural/2020-06-29/funding-
concerns-hamper-fight-against-acid-spraying-
invasive-pe/12401722 

SINGAPORE: FINES FOR HOUSEHOLDS 
CAUGHT BREEDING MOSQUITOES
Singapore is presently facing the largest dengue 
outbreak in history. As a consequence, the 
National Environment Agency (NEA) is introducing 
stricter penalties for residents, businesses and 
councils who are breeding mosquitoes on 
their property. First time offenders will be fined 
SGD$200 and SGD$300 if multiple mosquito 
breeding sites are found. The penalties can rise 
up to SGD$5,000 for the third and subsequent 
offences. Repeat offenders are also facing up to 
three months imprisonment. Over the year to May 
2020, there have been over 350,000 inspections 
by the NEA with 8,600 mosquito breeding sites 
detected, and 1,200 enforcements issued. As of 
22/June there have been 12,542 cases of dengue 
for the year.

Source: Mothership (27/Jun/2020), https://
mothership.sg/2020/06/dengue-mosquito-
breeding-penalties-increase/ 

AUSTRALIA: UNSEASONAL ROSS RIVER VIRUS 
ACTIVITY IN SW WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Ross River virus (RRV) is transmitted by 
mosquitoes and can cause fever, fatigue, muscle 
and joint pains. It is the most common mosquito-
borne disease in Australia. In the far south west 
of the country, RRV activity typically peaks in 
the spring, however the virus has been detected 
on several occasions from mosquitoes trapped 
during the winter months. Travellers to the area 
are being warned to avoid mosquito bites.

Source: Government of WA (26/Jun/2020), https://
ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Media-releases/2020/
Unseasonal-Ross-River-virus-activity-in-the-South-
West  

AUSTRALIA: EXOTIC TICK-BORNE DISEASE 
DISCOVERED
Recently, a potentially fatal disease transmitted 
to dogs was discovered in Australia, within 
the Northern Territory. Ehrlichiosis is similar to 
malaria in that it invades blood cells, but unlike 
malaria, is carried by ticks. Some veterinarians 
are suggesting that the disease may have been 
present for a long time, but gone unnoticed. 
Symptoms of the disease include fever, tiredness, 
and weight loss. Some vets are suggesting they 
have seen dogs with these symptoms for two 
decades. Prevention of the disease includes using 
anti-tick treatments and regular inspection of your 
pet for ticks.

Source: ABC News (25/Jun/2020), https://
www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2020-06-25/
ehrlichiosis-undetected-nt-vets-suspect-new-dog-
disease/12388500 

NEW YORK: DOGS ENLISTED IN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST THE COVID-19 RAT PLAGUE
In New York, a group called Ryders Alley Trencher-
fed Society, more commonly known as ‘R.A.T.S.’ 
has been formed. They specialise in using dogs 
to hunt rodents; they enlist citizens to join their 
group. While any breed of dog can do the job, 
terriers are thought to be the best as they have 
an innate sense of hunting. One dog on his first 
outings captured a bagel rather than a rat! 
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Source: New York Post (25/Jun/2020), https://
nypost.com/2020/06/25/dogs-are-joining-the-
fight-against-nycs-coronavirus-rat-problem/.

THAILAND: SUPERMARKET INVADED BY 
THOUSANDS OF TERMITES
A supermarket in Udon Thani in north-eastern 
Thailand was invaded by thousands of winged 
termites. Many people were forced to step over 
the dead insects piling up at the door. It is worth 
watching a video from the supermarket in the link 
below.

Source: 7 News (24/Jun/2020), https://7news.
com.au/news/world/thousands-of-flying-termites-
invade-thailand-supermarket-as-shoppers-
continue-to-buy-products--c-1124120 

JAPAN: HUNDREDS OF FIRE ANTS FOUND IN 
TOKYO
Japan’s ongoing issues with fire ants continue. On 
June 18, more than 200 fire ants were found at 
Harumi Wharf in Tokyo, which is a major shipping 
hub. Unfortunately the nest could not be located, 
meaning that the source could not be eradicated. 
Baits are being laid out in the area with the hope 
to kill the source of the ants.

Source: Japan Today (24/Jun/2020), https://
japantoday.com/category/national/hundreds-of-
venomous-fire-ants-discovered-in-tokyo-queen-
yet-to-be-found 

FIRE ANTS AND MAMMALIAN MEAT ALLERGY
Mammalian Meat Allergy (MMA) is a condition 
that was first described in Australia. If bitten by 
certain tick species, a chemical can be passed 
onto humans through the bite. These people 
can then develop an allergy to eating meat from 
mammals (including cows, sheep, goats, etc). A 
recent study found that in areas that high rates 
of allergy to fire ants, there were low allergies to 
MMA, and vice-a-versa. It appears that fire ants are 
reducing tick numbers, wherever the ants occur, 
thereby reducing the risk of tick bites. Thus the 
ants are limiting the spread of MMA [SLD: give me 
the ticks any day over fire ants!]

Source: NBC (24/Jun/2020), www.nbc12.
com/2020/06/24/fire-ants-could-limit-spread-tick-
related-meat-allergy/ 

INDIA: LACK OF AWARENESS OF AEDES 
MOSQUITOES
A research group investigating mosquitoes 
in North Bengal found that few people were 
aware of the habitats of the Aedes mosquitoes 
that transmits dengue virus. For example, used 
tyres are not readily disposed of, but stacked in 
the open where they become a major breeding 
source for dengue mosquitoes. With the lack of 
awareness of larval habitats, residents have relied 
on insecticides to control the mosquitoes, but 
populations have become resistant. This means 
that controlling the adult mosquitoes have 
become next to impossible with chemicals. Thus 
the community needs to be educated in larval 
source reduction.

Source: The Statesman (22/Jun), https://
www.thestatesman.com/bengal/dengue-
fight-people-unaware-aedes-mosquito-study-
finds-1502902319.html 

HOW MANY PEOPLE DIE FROM MOSQUITO-
BORNE DISEASES EVERY YEAR?
This question is often asked by people. In a 
recent report, it was estimated that in 2018, 
some 830,000 people died from mosquito-borne 
disease. The biggest killer was malaria with some 
405,000 deaths (and 228 million infections) [SLD: 
sadly I expect that COVID-19 will surpass this 
figure for 2020.]

Source: World Atlas (21/Jun/2020), www.
worldatlas.com/articles/how-many-people-are-
killed-by-mosquitos-every-year.html 

TAIWAN: TERMITE HITTER FASTEST IN 
WORLD
Researchers from National Chung Hsing University 
in Taipei discovered a soil-feeding termite from 
Taiwan, Pericapritermes nitobei, that can snap its 
jaws at an astonishing 475km per hour. This is 
faster than any known species of ant or termite. 
The species has a very unusual appearance, 
possessing an asymmetric twisted jaw, which 
makes it more efficient and powerful. The jaws are 
used for defence and can be used to kill potential 
predators such as ants. A video of the termite can 
be seen at: https://youtu.be/nRx9dqt9vRM. 

Source: Focus Taiwan (20/Jun/2020), https://
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US: COVID-19 PANDEMIC AFFECTING 
MOSQUITO CONTROL PROGRAMS
The influence of the economic impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic is starting to show around 
the world. In the US, vector control programs 
have been seriously cut back, some even stopped 
completely, as cost savings measures have had 
to be introduced to deal with the massive costs 
of the pandemic. It is expected that mosquito-
borne diseases like dengue and eastern equine 
encephalitis will be a serious problem this 
summer. Tick-borne diseases have tripled in recent 
years and these are also expected to become 
much worse [SLD: the phenomenal cost of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, especially in countries 
like the US where the response to the virus 
has been so woefully inadequate, will cut into 
every program run by the government. Health 
and social programs will suffer leading to more 
widespread health problems]

Source: Slate (19/Jun/2020), https://slate.com/
technology/2020/06/coronavirus-mosquito-
vector-control-programs.html 

BRAZIL: RELEASE OF STERILE MOSQUITOES 
VIA DRONES
These days drones are being used for a multitude 
of tasks, including in the field of urban pest 
control (see recent issues of the FAOPMA 
Magazine). Now drones are being employed 
to release and help disperse male mosquitoes 
that have been sterilised. These mosquitoes will 
mate with wild females preventing fertile eggs 
from being laid. The advantage of aerial release 
of these mosquitoes via drones, is that they can 
rapidly cover large areas and widely disperse 
the sterilised males. This also has advantages in 
reducing operational costs as fewer release sites 
are needed and a reduced workforce.

Source: TC (17/Jun/2020), https://techcrunch.
com/2020/06/16/drone-deployed-sterile-
mosquitoes-could-check-spread-of-insect-
borne-illnesses/, also see original paper from: 
Science Robots, https://robotics.sciencemag.org/
content/5/43/eaba6251  

USA: EBAY OFFICIALS CHARGED OVER 

SENDING COCKROACHES AND SPIDERS
An online newsletter criticizing the services of 
eBay led to employees of the company to harass 
the editor and publisher of the newsletter. The 
eBay employees sent cockroaches, spiders, a 
blood covered mask of a pig, and pornographic 
material. What was amazing is that the staff were 
high level employees of eBay including senior 
managers involved in security. All staff were 
dismissed by eBay and now face criminal actions.

Source: Nine News (16/Jun/2020), www.9news.
com.au/national/us-news-ebay-inc-employees-
charged-after-harassing-online-website-founders-
over-bad-news/d937b685-6e02-49d6-9db2-
7bfcc542d4c8 

MALAYSIA: TOFU FACTORY CLOSED DUE TO 
COCKROACHES AND FILTH
A tofu processing plant in Kuala Lumpur, has 
been closed due to a multiple of health related 
breaches. Health officials raided the plant and 
found the site to have a major cockroach issue, 
but this was nothing compared to the state of the 
facility, which is simply disgusting. A slide show of 
the vile premise can be seen at https://youtu.be/
Zl9ms_U42IM. One health inspect at the site said 
he has been turned off tofu for ever and said he 
felt sick at the site, as it was so disgusting. 

Source: Strait Times (16/Jun/2020), www.
straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/officials-shut-down-
disgusting-cockroach-infested-tofu-factory-in-
kuala-lumpur 

MACQUARIE ISLAND: NUI PROTECTING THE 
WILDLIFE
Nui is a small fox terrier cross that has the job 
of protecting the wildlife on remote Macquarie 
Island, for Nui is a rodent detection dog. Like so 
many of the islands in the remote parts of the 
world, rats and mice were introduced by the 
sealers and the whalers that used to ruthlessly 
exploit the animals of the region. The rodents 
escaped from the vessels and now cause havoc 
with the native animals, threatening their very 
existence. Rodent eradication programs have 
been established on many of these remote islands 
and a key component of the program is ensuring 
that control has been successful, and this is 
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where Nui comes on board. In 2014, the island 
was declared rodent free, but with the shipping 
that visits the island (it is a major research hub), 
rodents can be reintroduced and Nui has the 
responsibility of detecting those occasional 
hitchhikers. So far he has done a splendid job, and 
the wildlife is rebounding on the island.

Source: ABC (12/Jun/2020): www.abc.net.au/
news/2020-06-11/wonder-dog-protects-island-
from-rodents/12338438 

NEW ZEALAND: BIRDS EATING CRUMBS 
DOWNGRADES RESTAURANT RATING
Following the reopening of restaurants post 
COVID-19 lock down, health inspections of 
eateries have begun. One restaurant in Auckland 
earned a ‘D’ grade due to, according to the 
manager, that sparrows were entering the premise 
to feed on breadcrumbs. The fact that they had 
inadequate records did not help either.

Source: Stuff (12/Jun/2020), www.stuff.co.nz/life-
style/food-wine/food-news/121786856/auckland-
cafe-gets-d-grade-rating-over-pest-birds-eating-
breadcrumbs 

NEW ZEALAND: 10,000th RAT CAPTURED IN 
RODENT ERADICATION PROGRAM
A program called ‘Predator Free Ngaio’ is aiming 
to eradicate rodents in the Wellington suburb 
of Ngaio. The program was initiated in 2016 and 
involved the community setting rat traps in their 
yard. The aim is to remove the rodent predators, 
which are destroying wildlife. Now some four 
years later, some 10,000 rats have been trapped 
and destroyed, and native animals are returning. 

Source: Stuff (11/Jun/2020), www.stuff.co.nz/
environment/121765123/backyard-trapper-
catches-predator-free-ngaios-10000th-rat-in-four-
years 

AUSTRALIA: OWLS BEING KILLED BY RAT 
POISON
There are further calls to have second generation 
anticoagulant rodent poisons to be removed 
from supermarket shelves. This follows numerous 
instances of predatory birds dying following 
consuming rodents that have been poisoned with 
the pesticides. Such products have already been 
banned in several countries. BirdLife Australia who 

is leading the current call for bans state that birds 
die a painful slow death. Currently, the Australian 
Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 
(APVMA) is seeking submissions on the use of 
these products [SLD: see letter from the Australian 
Environmental Pest Managers Association in this 
issue of the FAOPMA Magazine.]

Sources: Westender (11/Jun/2020), https://
westender.com.au/the-silent-killer-slaughtering-
our-night-birds/, and The West Australian, https://
thewest.com.au/news/augusta-margaret-
river-times/rat-poison-a-threat-to-owls-ng-
b881574636z 

US: BED BUG PRODUCT MAKES IT TO LIST OF 
39 MOST OUTRAGEOUS PRODUCT CLAIMS
A list of 39 products was recently compiled by 
the newspaper USA Today of outrageous claims 
made by companies regarding their product. 
Amongst the top 20 was the bed bug insecticide 
by Chemical Free Solutions. The product contains 
cedar tree oil and was claimed to prevent bed 
bugs, a statement totally unsupported by 
scientific claims [SLD: the company should have 
done what other dodgy business do; pay a 
scientists loads of money to produce favourable 
efficacy data. Sadly this is all too common a 
practice in the US where money outrides ethics.] 
In case you are interested, the number 1 ridiculous 
claim was for a baby formula that suggested their 
product would prevent children from developing 
allergies. It is hard to imagine that there is anyone 
in the world low enough to do something like 
this…

Source: USA Today (9/Jun/2020), www.
usatoday.com/story/money/2020/06/09/39-
most-outrageous-false-product-claims-of-all-
time/111913486/

INDIA: SUICIDES FROM RAT POISON
Some 63 people have committed suicide from 
deliberately ingesting rat poison in the region of 
Tiruchirapalli. Now the police are tracking sales of 
the poison to help prevent further deaths. Over 
the last two years there have been more than 300 
deaths due to rat poison within the region.

Source: The Hindu (7/Jun/2020), https://www.
thehindu.com/news/cities/Tiruchirapalli/sale-of-
rat-poison-comes-under-police-scanner-after-spurt-
in-suicide-cases/article31774232.ece 
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CHINA: WHAT IS MISSING FROM THE TOWN 
OF DING WOOLING?
MOSQUITOES! The small town near Beijing has 
the unique claim of being free of mosquitoes. 
While there are some nations free of any mosquito 
species (such as Iceland and Antarctica), many 
areas of China do have pest mosquito issues. The 
town of Ding Wooling is surrounded by forests 
and ponds, and it is a mystery why there are no 
mosquitoes. The locals claim that it is due to the 
presence of a frog-shaped rock in the town [SLD: 
water heavy in iron or other minerals will prevent 
mosquito breeding.]

Source: Intallaght (7/Jun/2020), https://
intallaght.ie/mosquitoes-are-not-found-in-this-
chinese-town/ 

NEW ZEALAND: CULEX SITIENS MOSQUITO 
SUCCESSFULLY ERADICATED
Two years ago, the mosquito Culex sitiens was 
introduced into Kawau Parua Inlet near Auckland. 
This is a mosquito that breeds in saline water 
and occurs in Australia, Southeast Asia, across to 
India. The mosquito itself is not a serious vector 
nor is it a major pest biting species, however an 
exotic species is never wanted. Through a series 
of aerial insecticide applications, the species was 
eradicated.

Source: 1 News (7/Jun/2020), www.tvnz.co.nz/
one-news/new-zealand/nz-declares-victory-over-
dangerous-exotic-mosquito-species 

CHINA: CAMPAIGN AGAINST MOSQUITOES 
RAMPS UP IN SHANGHAI
With summer approaching the campaign against 
mosquitoes is starting to increase. So far to date 
there have been 13 imported cases of dengue, but 
none locally. As the vector for dengue is present in 
the area, mosquito management programs have 
increased. Surveys reveal that there is a higher 
risk of potential dengue activity due to greater 
mosquito numbers. Locals are encouraged to 
remove all sources of standing water.

Source: Shine (6/Jun/2020), www.shine.cn/news/
metro/2006059609/ 

SRI LANKA: 34 DEATHS FROM DENGUE AND 
LEPTOSPIROSIS THIS YEAR
To early June there have been 22 deaths from 

dengue virus and 12 due to leptospirosis, 
commonly called rat fever as the disease is picked 
up from items contaminated with rodent urine. 
So far there have been almost 20,000 cases of 
dengue and 2,200 of leptospirosis. Most of the 
dengue cases have been from the Colombo 
District, while Ratnapura District had most cases 
of leptospirosis. Efforts by the government 
to inspect for mosquito breeding has been 
enhanced, especially in schools as children are 
more susceptible to the more serious clinical 
conditions associated with dengue. 

Source: Daily News (6/Jun/2020), http://www.
dailynews.lk/2020/06/06/local/220131/dengue-
and-rat-fever-kill-34-year 

MALAYSIA: HOME TO THE EXPLODING ANT
Malaysia has one of the most unique ant species 
on the planet, for in defending its colony, it 
literally explodes. Colobopsis saundersi only 
occurs in the Borneo forests of Malaysia and parts 
of Brunei. One obvious feature of the ant is the 
very large abdomen where inside there is a store 
of dangerous yellow muck. When a predator 
attempts to attack the colony, the ants will 
raise their abdomen and rupture the gland that 
contains the sticky goo, spraying the predator. 
The chemical is highly corrosive and will kill the 
attacking beast. Sadly the individual ant also dies, 
but at least the colony is protected.

Source: Rojak Daily (4/Jun/2020), https://
rojakdaily.com/lifestyle/article/9638/there-s-an-
ant-species-in-malaysia-that-explodes-to-protect-
its-colony 

CHINA: TERMITE WARNINGS FOR SHANGHAI
Residents in Shanghai are being warned that 
termite season has arrived. According to the 
report, the termites are most active [SLD: 
presumably this is when they swarm] between 
late May and mid-July. This coincides with humid 
and warm weather. The alate forms (with wings) 
are most active from midday to mid-afternoon.

Source: That’s (2/Jun/2020), http://www.
thatsmags.com/shanghai/post/31194/termite-
season-has-arrived-in-shanghai 

ABU DHABI: MOSQUITOES, FLIES, RODENTS 
COMMON PESTS
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Pest problems abound in construction zones 
around Abu Dhabi in the Middle East. Surveys 
have revealed that around 20% of such areas 
are infested by mosquitoes, rodents, flies, or 
a combination of all these pests. However, by 
far the most common pests were mosquitoes. 
Government is encouraging all construction 
companies to maintain proper hygiene levels to 
prevent these pests.

Source: Khaleej Times (31/May/2020), www.
khaleejtimes.com/uae/abu-dhabi/mosquitoes-
flies-rodents-most-common-pests-in-abu-dhabi 

AUSTRALIA: COCKROACH CRAWLS OUT OF 
STEAK PACKET
A women from Melbourne, Australia, purchased 
a packet of steak from the budget supermarket 
chain, Aldi. Much to her surprise, a live 
cockroach was inside the packet. According to 
the disgruntled shopper, this was the first and 
last time she had purchased meat from the 
supermarket.

Source: Daily Star (30/May/2020), www.dailystar.
co.uk/news/world-news/aldi-shopper-disgusted-
after-large-22110618 

USA: LAWSUIT OVER MOSQUITO 
ERADICATOR
Many devices are sold around the world that 
are claimed to reduce mosquito numbers and 
most are largely ineffectual. In the US, a product 
called ‘Spartan Mosquito Eradicator’ has come 
under the spotlight, as a Manhattan man has 
initiated a class-action suit against the product. He 
claims that the companies promise to eradicate 
mosquitoes is not true. The product is a simple 
tube where water is added and is then shaken, 
presumably releasing carbon dioxide from the 
yeast in the device. The company claims that the 
produce will eliminate “your mosquito population 
for up to 90 days.” The litigant claims that the 
product is a complete scam and is seeking more 
than USD$5 million in damages [SLD: I agree, this 
is a disgraceful scam and good luck to the litigant, 
I have no doubt that he will (and should) win. 
Sham products like this can induce a false sense 
of security in the public, which could increase the 
risk of mosquito-borne diseases.]

Source: New York Post (30/May/2020), https://
nypost.com/2020/05/30/ticked-off-nyc-man-

claims-mosquito-eradicator-doesnt-fly-lawsuit/ 

INDIA: WORST LOCUST PLAGUE IN 30 YEARS
Parts of northwest and central India are facing 
the biggest locust plague for 30 years and there 
are concerns the plague may move to the nation’s 
capital, Dehli. Already to date the pests have 
destroyed 5,000,000 hectares of crops. With 
the strain from the COVID-19 outbreak and the 
impending increase in poverty levels due to the 
pandemic, this plague could prove disastrous for 
food production. Some of the swarms are 10km 
long and 2km wide. Now there is a race by the 
government to harness all available resources to 
combat the swarm.

Source: The Weather Channel (27/May/2020), 
https://weather.com/en-IN/india/news/
news/2020-05-27-decade-largest-locust-attack-
to-reach-delhi-rajasthan-maharashtra-up, and 
One News Page, www.onenewspage.com/n/
Front+Page/1zlrvak3cy/India-faces-its-worst-
locust-swarm-in-nearly.htm 

DENGUE UPDATE 
Bangladesh: since the beginning of 2020, 299 
dengue cases have been reported. During 2019, 
there were some 101,354 hospitalizations and 179 
deaths. 
Fiji & Marshall Islands: As of 19/May/2020, more 
than 3,000 cases of dengue have been reported 
from the island chains. An outbreak has followed 
the aftermath of Tropical Cyclone Harold. 
India: in Kerala there have been 2,216 suspected 
cases of dengue to 12/May/2020, with three 
deaths. 
Malaysia: there have been 16 dengue deaths in 
Johor Bahru with 3,768 cases between 18/Mar and 
22/May/2020. 
Reunion Island: around 1,000 dengue cases have 
been reported to 14/May/2020, with nine deaths. 
Singapore: there have been 7,502 cases to 15/
May/2020, which is double that of last year for the 
same period.  
Sri Lanka: as of 12/May/2020, 18,977 dengue cases 
have been reported by the Ministry of Health, 
with no deaths. 
Thailand: 1,037 cases have been reported in 
Nakhon Ratchasima (a province around 100km 
north east of Bangkok) this year to 24/May/2020, 
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with two deaths. 
Source: ProMED Digest (27/May/2020), Vol. 

95(96).

LITTLE FIRE ANT CONTROL IN HAWAII
Hawaii in the US has no native ant species, yet 
the island state has been invaded by the pest 
ant species, the Little Fire Ants and Yellow Crazy 
Ants. Both of these ants are threatening native 
fauna and flora. In a documentary that highlights 
the problem, the various solutions to control 
the ants are also discussed. Aerial application 
via helicopters using Altosid, an insect growth 
regulator containing S-methoprene, is being 
undertaken and sniffer dogs used for detecting 
ant colonies. The documentary can be viewed in 
the link below or directly on YouTube at: https://
youtu.be/tuh9gDQW3uw. Worth a watch if you 
are involved in ant control. 

Source: Vice News (27/May/2020), https://www.
vice.com/en_us/article/3a8xwb/fire-ants-are-
invading-hawaii-so-helicopters-are-blasting-
them-with-birth-control 

TIME LAPSE: WASPS AND ANTS DEVOURING 
GRASSHOPPER
In a fascinating time lapse video, a grasshopper 
is shown being dissected by ants and wasps. 
The dead insect is first found by ants who start 
dismembering the grasshopper, then European 
wasps find the insects and a group of them begin 
to take the carcass apart and then the ants finish 
the job. Nature is very good at recycling all protein 
sources!

Source: Yahoo! News (25/May/2020), https://
ca.news.yahoo.com/time-lapse-captures-
grasshopper-dissection-130503984.html 

INDIA: OVER 1,450 FINED IN MUMBAI OVER 
MOSQUITOES
The local council in Mumbai, India, has initiated 
mosquito inspections in an attempt to identify 
larval breeding areas prior to the high risk 
monsoon season. In one week during mid-May 
vector breeding was found at over 1,450 locations. 
This includes habitat for the dengue mosquito, 
Aedes aegypti, and the malaria vector, Anopheles 
stephensi. Attempts are now underway to manage 
the problem sites.

Source: Outlook (22/May/2020), www.
outlookindia.com/newsscroll/bmc-finds-over-
1450-dengue-malaria-mosquito-breeding-
sites/1843056 

JAPAN: CONCERNS THAT CLIMATE CHANGE 
COULD INCREASE DENGUE RISK
There are reports of the dengue vector, Aedes 
albopictus, also known as the ‘Asian Tiger 
Mosquito’, spreading north in Japan. Scientists 
are stating that human induced climate change is 
the main reason for the spread of the mosquito. 
Up until 1950, the mosquito was found just to the 
north of Tokyo. In 2016, it was found in the Aomori 
Prefecture at the northern tip of Honshu Island. 
Around six years ago there was an outbreak of 
dengue in Tokyo’s Yoyogi Park, where there had 
been no outbreak in the country for some 70 
years. With an increasing distribution of a vector, 
it can be expected that outbreaks of dengue and 
other mosquito-borne viruses will occur.

Source: The Asahi Simbun (19/May/2020), http://
www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/13385845 

RATS PREFER JAZZ OVER THE CLASSICS 
WHEN ON DRUGS
There is some research that is so strange, you 
would wonder why anyone would think of doing 
this, or if any benefits arise out of doing the work. 
Take this example; a research group found that 
when music was played to mice, they preferred 
Fur Elise (Beethoven) over Four (Miles Davis). 
However, when given cocaine, their preference 
swapped. In fact the rodents became so addicted, 
they even preferred the jazz music when they 
were no longer ‘coked up’. Not sure if you could 
use this information in your rodent management 
program. I guess most of the time you could play 
the classics, but in the home of a drug addict, 
you may need to switch to jazz. P.S. this piece 
of research made the list of the most ridiculous 
research on animals for the year.

Source: ClassicFM (19/May/2020), www.classicfm.
com/music-news/rats-prefer-jazz-beethoven-
cocaine-study/ 

SINGAPORE: 300,000 BOTTLES OF 
REPELLENT TO BE DISTRIBUTED
More than 300,000 bottles of repellent will be 
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given out by medical clinics to patients suffering 
from dengue to help contain the spread of the 
disease. The country is about to head into the 
traditional high risk period for the disease. The 
concern is that with people staying at home there 
may be a higher risk of contracting the virus. In 
the week prior to Saturday 17/May there were 
some 529 cases reported, which was a notable 
increase on the previous weeks.

Source: Singapore Times (18/May/2020), www.
straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/over-
300000-bottles-of-mosquito-repellent-to-be-
given-to-patients-suspected-to 

MALAYSIA: VIDEO OF WOMAN TRAPPED IN 
CAR WITH COCKROACH
A Malaysian women filmed an incident when she 
spotted a cockroach in her car, with the video 
subsequently going viral on social media. It was 
reported that she screamed, “I’m so upset, I’ll 
change my car. Hi cockroach bro”, “Oh my God, 
why did you have to meet me now of all times? 
Can I leave the car? I can’t. It’s raining heavily”, and 
“Oh my God. I can live with you in peace as long as 
you don’t come up and look at me. Just sit there, 
as#$&le!” Her video can be seen in the link below. 

Source: Mashable SE Asia (18/May/2020), https://
sea.mashable.com/culture/10631/this-malaysian-
woman-got-trapped-in-her-car-with-a-cockroach-
its-just-as-terrifying-as-you-think 

THAILAND: RISE IN DENGUE CASES
In the district of Nakhon Ratchasima, north east of 
Bangkok, there has been a notable rise in dengue 
cases. Some 737 cases have now been reported 
to mid-May. Initiatives have been ramped up to 
control mosquito larvae, with regular applications 
of Abate to larval habitats. Other regions in 
Thailand are also experiencing an increase in 
dengue cases.

Source: The Thaiger (18/May/2020), https://
thethaiger.com/news/north-east/dengue-fever-
on-the-rise-in-isaan 

BANGLADESH: GOVERNMENT HANDS OUT 
MOSQUITO OFFENCES
With concerns of a dengue outbreak ahead 
(see earlier stories below), the Dhaka North City 
Corporation has initiated mobile courts to inspect 
and fine property owners if they have mosquito 
breeding on their premises. A number of fines 
were handed out, each being Tk46,000 (USD$540). 
Some 1,748 properties were inspected in the 
initial push by the corporation and warnings were 
often issued. The concern is that with the current 
COVID-19 pandemic and outbreak of dengue 
would threaten health service delivery to affected 
patients. Last year in Bangladesh, there were some 
101,354 patients diagnosed with dengue and 179 
deaths.

Source: DhakaTribune (17/May/2020), 
www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/

dhaka/2020/05/17/dncc-anti-mosquito-
drive-houses-establishments-fined-
tk46-000 

INDIA: NATION DENGUE DAY
India observes ‘Nation Dengue Day’ on 
16/May every year. The aim is to create 
awareness of the condition within the 
community, along with the education 
of all in how to prevent the disease. 

Source: ZeeNews (16/May/2020), 
https://zeenews.india.com/india/
national-dengue-day-2020-facts-and-
tips-to-prevent-yourself-from-the-
vector-borne-disease-2283925.html 

GUS THE RAT ARTIST HAS SOLD 
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PAINTINGS WORTH MORE THAN £1,000
Gus the pet rat owned by Jess Indseth in the UK 
has become a major commercial artist. One day 
Jess dipped Gus’s feet into paint and let him run 
over a piece of paper. The result was a masterpiece 
that could hang in the Louvre in Paris or the Uffizi 
in Florence. Ok not really on the last point, but the 
art work has proved to be popular and has sold 
around the world and Gus has now earned some 
£1,200 (USD$1,500). Thus what is next, bed bug 
art? Cockroach art? [SLD: hmmm…maybe we are 
onto something here!]

Source: The Sun (16/May/2020), www.thesun.
co.uk/news/11635883/pet-rat-with-prat-painting-
earns-1000-artworkassion-for-painting-has-raised-
more-than-1000-for-its-artwork/ 

WOULD YOU TRUST THIS COMPANY?
With so many products that have hit the market 
with the global bed bug resurgence, it is hard not 
to be highly sceptical about some products and 
their claims of efficacy. Web sites that are poorly 
produced can be a sure sign of a questionable 
product. Take the web site below as an example 
that claims to kill bed bugs fast. What was seen 
depicted in the image at the top of the page? A 
dying bed bug? Nope, it is a stink bug (from the 
family Pentatomidae, rather than Cimicidae). See 
image above. Fortunately they have removed the 
stink bug recently. They also claim the product 
has been tested by a ‘University…nematology 
department’. Not only is the University not named, 

but nematology deals with parasitic worms and 
not bed bugs, thus they would be unlikely to 
test any bed bug related product. Along with 
appalling spelling (e.g. ‘Pyrethryn’ rather than 
pyrethrin), such web sites immediately raise alarm 
bells about the product that is being sold. I would 
also suggest not clicking on the link within the 
site.

Source: KBBF (16/May/2020), https://
killbedbugsfast.com/diy-bed-bugs-extermination-
process/ 

SINGAPORE: DENGUE CASES DOUBLE LAST 
YEAR
To 15/May/2020, there were just over 7,500 
cases of dengue infection, which was double the 
number for the same period last year, along with 
seven deaths. It is thought that as more people 
are working from home, people are more likely 
exposed to the dengue vector, Aedes aegypti. 
Locals are being encouraged to remove all water 
sources around the home that could provide 
habitat for mosquitoes.

Source: Outbreak News Today (16/May/2020), 
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/singapore-
dengue-cases-top-7500-doubling-same-period-
last-year-21036/ 

THIEF ANTS REDUCE THE SIZE OF OTHER ANT 
POPULATIONS
This may surprise you but many ant species have 
pests of their own. One group are known as ‘thief 

Would you trust a company that advertises bed bug products, but do not even know what they look 
like? I would not ! See story below.
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ants’. These burrow underground and raid the 
nests of larger ant species, stealing their young for 
food. The thief ants spray a very toxic venom to 
prevent attack by the larger species. One student 
undertook a field test to see the effect of thief 
ants on other ant species population. Through 
an insecticidal baiting system he was able to 
eliminate most of the thief ants from an area and 
the larger ant species population grew by an 
astonishing 35%. In the second year of the study 
within the same area, the larger ants increased 
by 65%. It is yet unknown what the effect of the 
larger ant populations will have on the ecosystem.

Source: Science (15/May/2020), www.
sciencemag.org/news/2020/05/thief-ants-steal-
and-eat-young-other-ants-decimating-their-
populations 

INDONESIA: ELECTRIC RAT TRAP KILLS SIX 
FARMERS
Six farmers in Central Java have been fatally 
electrocuted by electric rat traps installed in rice 
fields. Such traps are illegal, however still appear 
to be commonly used by some rice farmers in 
some regions. All village heads, the military and 
the police have been advised of the ban.

Source: The Jakarta Post (13/May/2020), www.
thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/13/electric-rat-
traps-kill-six-farmers-in-central-java.html 

TIK TOK: THE COCKROACH FILTER
With the growth in the relatively new social 
media platform, Tik Tok, various filters have been 
developed that overlays an image onto the user. 
The latest is a cockroach that will happily sit on 
your face. No doubt the perfect addition for any 
pest manager! The instructions for how to do this 
are detailed in the link below.

Source: Republicworld (13/May/2020), www.
republicworld.com/technology-news/apps/how-
to-get-the-cockroach-filter-on-tiktok.html 

INDIA: MALARIA CASES QUADRUPLED IN 
DEHLI THIS YEAR
Up to 9/May, malaria cases have increased four-
fold upon the same period as 2019. It is thought 
that authorities are struggling to contain the 
COVID-19 outbreak and less time has been spent 
on mosquito control. There was also an increase 

in disease reports from dengue and Chikungunya 
viruses. Some authorities are blaming the increase 
in rain and cooler weather for the rise in cases. 
To combat the rise, health authorities are relying 
on public messaging rather than undertaking 
mosquito control.

Source: Hindustantimes (12/May/2020), www.
hindustantimes.com/delhi-news/mosquito-
borne-diseases-in-capital-on-the-rise/story-
dOJwY4WHj2DJBdC26ddYDN.html 

WHAT IS ABOUT VERMIN IN THE WHITE 
HOUSE?
In an earlier story detailed below, it was 
mentioned that a rat was seen running behind 
Donald Trump during one of his press events. 
Now a new big, fat, orange-brown creature 
was present…a cockroach (I presume you 
were thinking that and not some other big, fat, 
orange-brown creature!). Naturally Twitter went 
ablaze echoing the distain most journalists feel 
for the President, including ‘they came for the 
McDonalds’, ‘Next chief of staff’, and ‘It’ll be nice 
to see one with the survival skills to last more 
than a month’. The role of the roach in Trump’s 
administration has yet to be announced.

Source: Comicsands (12/May/2020), www.
comicsands.com/photo-cockroach-white-house-
jokes-2645979921.html 

A NOVEL APPROACH FOR KILLING TICKS
As reported in a recent issue of the FAOPMA 
Magazine, climate change has meant that ticks 
in Canada are becoming active more early in the 
season and this is bad news for the local moose 
population. The animals are now suffering with 
huge tick loads, even leading to exsanguination 
and death. A researcher has now employed a 
very novel approach to controlling the ticks on 
the animals; he flies a drone above the creature 
and releases an acaricide that kills the ticks on the 
animals. Watch the process in action in the link 
below.

Source: The Narwhal (10/May/2020), https://
thenarwhal.ca/ghost-moose-drone-search-for-a-
winter-tick-cure/ 

SINGAPORE: WOLBACHIA RELEASES WITH 
INCREASED DENGUE CASES
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With the rise in dengue cases in Singapore further 
releases on Wolbachia infected mosquitoes are 
planned. The next releases are planned for 207 
unit blocks in the adjoining towns of Chua Chu 
Kang and Bukit Batok during April. These locations 
have high numbers of the vector, Aedes aegypti, 
and thus the risk for dengue is much greater. The 
dengue peak season for Singapore runs from 
May to September and it is predicted to be a 
bigger year than for 2019. In areas of Singapore 
where the Wolbachia infected mosquitoes have 
been released, dengue cases have dropped by 
65 to 80%. Note that Singapore has an app that 
identifies the high risk Aedes aegypti areas.

Source: New Straits Times (8/May/2020), www.
nst.com.my/world/region/2020/05/590838/
singapore-releases-wolbachia-mosquitoes-
dengue-cases-soar 

USA: ASIAN GIANT HORNET DISCOVERED
The Asian Giant Hornet was recently discovered 
in the north west of Washington State in the US. 
These wasps are originally from Asia and possess 
a very powerful sting, with up to 50 people per 
year in Japan dying from stings. The wasp is very 
large, up to 5cm in length, can fly up to 20km 
per hour, and is of economic importance as they 
can decimate bee colonies. This behaviour has 
earned then the alternative moniker of ‘murder 
hornet’. The wasps will even attack and kill small 
mammals, an example of this can be seen in this 
link: https://www.tmz.com/2020/05/04/asian-
murder-hornet-kills-mouse-video-huge-size-
dead/. Interestingly, in Japan they are served as a 
delicacy in some restaurants.  

Source: ProMed Digest (8/May/2020), Vol. 95 (24).

DRONE SENSORS TO BE BASED ON 
MOSQUITO FLIGHT PATTERNS
Research undertaken on how mosquitoes 
navigate at night have led to new innovations in 
drone obstacle avoidance systems. When flying 
at night, mosquitoes avoid bumping into objects 
through airflow mechanics. The animal’s antennae 
being able to detect subtle changes in air pressure 
that indicates an obstacle is ahead. On the basis 
of this, a drone was designed that mimics the 
mosquito system. Modern drones have a range 
of infrared and lidar based mechanisms for 
collision avoidance. The new system may provide 

a cheaper alternative. 
Source: New Atlas (8/May/2020), https://

newatlas.com/science/mosquito-night-
navigation-drone-obstacle-avoidance-system/ 

SINGAPORE: CONCERNS FOR PESTS IN 
EATERIES
With the closure of so many dining areas and 
restaurants, pest control services have ceased 
in many areas. As a consequence, it is expected 
that outbreaks of cockroaches, flies and rodents 
will ensue when the shops reopen. Now would 
be a good time to ensure that all eating areas 
have been cleaned and free of vermin prior to 
reopening. 
Source: The Straits Times (6/May/2020), www.

straitstimes.com/singapore/concerns-of-
infestation-as-some-eateries-stop-checks-for-
cockroaches-rodents-flies-amid 

INDIA: GROWTH IN MOSQUITO-BORNE 
DISEASES
In Dehli, India some 16 cases of malaria were 
reported to 2/May, which is the highest number 
over the last five years. There were also 13 cases 
of dengue and 10 of Chikungunya according to 
health officials. Most of the dengue cases could 
not be traced to the source. Mosquito control 
including fogging has now commenced in many 
of the affected areas. 

Source: The Indian Express (6/May/2020), https://
indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/mosquito-
borne-diseases-emerge-as-fresh-concern-in-
delhi-officials-say-many-cases-untraced-6396046/ 

UK: RODENT ATTACKS BIRD
Footage captured at London’s Marble Arch near 
Hyde Park shows a rat chasing a magpie, until 
the magpie gains a few friends to chase off the 
belligerent mammal. You can watch the video in 
the link below.

Source: Daily Mail Australia (6/May/2020), https://
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8289065/
Brown-rat-takes-magpie-daylight-battle-chased-
sharp-beaked-foe.html 

INDIA: RODENT CHEWS TOE OFF CANCER 
PATIENT
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At a hospital in Agra, a rat chewed off the toe of a 
40-year old cancer patient. The patient had been 
in extreme pain for four days and her husband 
removed her blanket revealing a pool of blood 
and a missing toe. The hospital even failed to 
provide any first aid and the husband had to go 
out and buy bandages. Later the hospital forcibly 
discharged her in spite of her poor health.

Source: Outlook (6/May/2020), www.
outlookindia.com/newsscroll/rat-bites-off-cancer-
patients-toe-in-agra-hospital/1825354 

INDIA: WORLD HERITAGE LISTED 
MONUMENT THREATENED BY TERMITES
The internationally famous Basilica in Goa, 
Basilica of BOM Jesus, that was built in 1605 is 
under threat from termites. Currently the roof is 
undergoing repairs and has become wet with 
torrential rains, further risking termite attack. 
The entire complex will now undergo termite 
treatments. Local politicians have agreed that 
preservation of the World Heritage Site is an 
urgent priority.

Source: Herald (5/May/2020), www.heraldgoa.
in/Goa/Will-ensure-protection-of-world-heritage-
monument-Sardinha-Shripad/160211 

A RODENT TRAP THAT LITERALLY BLOWS ALL 
OTHERS AWAY
Killing rodents is always a challenging job, but 
you may be interested in the various solutions for 
the job from the past. A rodent trap developed 
in 1863 was based on a cannon, yes those things 
that go ‘BOOM!’ Basically, the trap consists of 
a gun-like tube into which gunpowder was 
placed. A bait was placed at the end of the tube 
to attract the rodent, which would then nudge a 
lever, causing the device to trigger, blowing the 
rodent to rat heaven. You can watch it in action 
at: https://youtu.be/yl1jxWPb-C0. Alternatively, 
you can see another trap from the past, which 
was a guillotine, in fact you can make your own 
based on the historical model: https://youtu.be/
daOSp8YbjT0 [SLD: not sure whether either model 
would be considered very ethical these days.]

Source: Newsweek (5/May/2020), https://www.
newsweek.com/cannon-mousetrap-civil-war-
youtube-rats-mice-rodents-trap-1502033 

FACEBOOK GROUP WHERE PEOPLE PRETEND 
TO BE ANTS
We can either think of the COVID-19 lockdown 
as a time that has induced some very weird 
behaviour, or we can think of it as a period that 
has led to high creativity. Either way you view it, 
some of the fads seem kind of strange. Take the 
latest trend; a Facebook group pretend that they 
are all ants in an ant colony. Extraordinarily, the 
group has attracted over 1.7million subscribers 
with over 10,000 posts. Much of the activity of the 
group revolves around normal ant activity [SLD: I 
think I will stick to reading a book!]

Source: AV Club (4/May/2020), https://news.
avclub.com/a-facebook-group-where-people-
pretend-to-be-ants-has-go-1843242419 

COVID LOCKDOWN FUN: NINTENDO’S 
ANIMAL CROSSING
With the lockdown occurring in most nations, 
computer games have been immensely popular. 
One bug related game is ‘Animal Crossing’ from 
Nintendo. The game feature many domestic 
pastimes from shopping to paying bills, however 
bug-catching is one of the most popular 
components. You can either fill up your bug 
museum with the collections or sell them for bells. 
However, some bugs are worth more than others. 
In order to find out which are not worth chasing, 
click on the link below.

Source: Screenrant (3/May/2020), https://
screenrant.com/animal-crossing-bugs-that-arent-
worth-catching/ 

INDIA: LOCALS COMPLAIN OF MOSQUITOES 
IN KOLKATA
With the fight against COVID-19, the management 
of urban pests have not received the same level of 
focus as per most years. Now residents of Kolkata 
in India are complaining about a rise in the 
mosquito problem and the concern that dengue 
risk will increase. Some building sites that have 
been lockdown with COVID have become major 
mosquito breeding sites. This and pooling water 
following recent rains have seen a huge spurt in 
mosquito numbers. Last year there were some 
40,000 dengue cases in the region and thus the 
residents are concerned that this may happen 
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again.
Source: The Statesman (3/May/2020), 

www.thestatesman.com/bengal/citizens-
complain-mosquito-menace-fear-contracting-
dengue-1502883616.html 

BANGLADESH: MOSQUITO CONCERNS IN 
DHAKA
Just as with the previous story, the focus on 
COVID-19 control has meant that mosquito 
control has been neglected in many parts of 
the world. In Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh, 
mosquito management has been ignored 
according to the local citizens. With many 
businesses closed, and localised rain, mosquitoes 
are becoming a problem. Entomologists and 
locals are concerned that a dengue outbreak 
could be more severe than the previous year 
when there were some of the highest number of 
dengue related deaths for many years. 

Source: United News of Bangladesh (3/May/2020), 
http://unb.com.bd/category/Special/risk-of-
dengue-outbreak-rises-amid-lockdown/50998 

PHILIPINNES: RAT-CATCHING CHALLENGE AT 
BAGUIO MARKET
A one month long rat-catching challenge at 
Baguio Markets in the Philippines produced a 
yield of 1,766 rodents. All stalls in the top ten 
collectors will be given certificates and it is 
suggested that cash incentives be given out in 
future. The biggest collector was the fish section 
with a yield of 536 rodents.

Source: Manila Bulletin (2/May/2020), https://
news.mb.com.ph/2020/05/02/rat-catching-
challenge-in-baguio-public-market-yields-1766-
rodents/ 

GROSS INSECT RELATED WORLD RECORDS
In the pursuit to be listed in the Guinness Book 
of World Records, some people do some really 
gross activities. Take for instance Ken Edwards 
from Derbyshire in the United Kingdom who 
ate 36 cockroaches in one minute (species not 
mentioned, but the record would be more 
astounding if the roaches were Americans rather 
than German). Ken claims that eating cockroaches 
“feels like having the back of your throat 
anaesthetised – this is because of the scent they 

use to ward off predators”, delightful! Arguably an 
even more disgusting record was by Charlie Bell, 
who moved 17kg of maggots with his mouth in 
one hour. I cannot imagine to many would want 
to give Charlie a kiss on the mouth.

Source: Daily Star (2/May/2020), www.dailystar.
co.uk/real-life/eight-truly-disgusting-world-
records-21954743 

ANT COLONY IN ARGENTINA SPANS 3,700 
MILES
Ants from the genus Formica can form massive 
supercolonies comprising multiple queens. One 
in a grassland in Argentina is thought to span an 
astonishing 3,700 miles.

Source: Herald Times Reporter (2/May/2020), 
www.htrnews.com/story/life/2020/05/02/
woodland-dunes-ant-facts-colony-argentina-
spans-3-700-miles/3048387001/ 

HONG KONG: NEW CASE OF RAT HEPATITIS 
VIRUS
A new case of rat hepatitis virus is being 
investigated. The patient is a 61-year old man who 
lived in the Southern District. According to the 
Centre for Health Protection who is investigating 
the case, the source of the infection is not 
presently known.

Source: Outbreak News Today (1/May/2020), 
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/rat-hepatitis-e-
virus-hong-kong-investigates-new-case-25027/ 

FREE ON-LINE TRAINING THROUGH BAYER
Through the Bayer Portal, Amplify Pest, some 
30 courses are available for free from Bayer. 
It is necessary to register for the courses and 
according to the website “Each course should take 
about 30 to 60 minutes to complete – and when 
you pass the short test at the end you will receive 
a certificate of accreditation”. Courses include ant 
identification and control, the management of 
cockroaches, spiders, and bed bugs, commercial 
pest control, household and residential pest 
management, and a range of courses on termites 
and their baiting. Naturally the courses largely 
focus on Bayer products. The courses are available 
from https://www.bayeramplifypest.com.au/.

Source: Bayer Amplify Pest (30/Apr/2020), https://
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www.bayeramplifypest.com.au/ 

AUSTRALIA: MOSQUITO-BORNE DISEASE ON 
THE INCREASE
Reports of the mosquito-borne disease, Ross River 
virus, have increased dramatically along the mid-
north coast of New South Wales. Cases have more 
than doubled the average for April [SLD: my lab 
tests mosquitoes in the region for the presence of 
Ross River and other mosquito-borne viruses. This 
year we had a notable increase in detections and 
human cases followed. April 2020 was the highest 
April on record for human cases being almost 40% 
higher upon the previous record. This followed 
heavy rainfall during February.]

Source: Port Macquarie News (28/Apr/2020), 
www.portnews.com.au/story/6738146/region-on-
alert-as-mosquito-borne-infections-double/ 

TICKS ATTRACTED TO MOBILE PHONES?
A group of Polish researchers are suggesting that 
ticks could be attracted to mobile phones. They 
suggest that magnetic fields around the phones 
could attract the creatures and suggest that you 
should turn off your mobile when in a tick prone 
area.

Source: Poland In (27/Apr/2020), https://
polandin.com/47769604/polish-scientists-believe-
that-mobile-phones-could-attract-ticks 

MALAYSIA: THE COUNTRY RETAINS ZERO 
INDIGENOUS MALARIA STATUS FOR 2019
Malaysia has again retains its zero malaria status 
for 2019. The country needs to maintain its status 
for three consecutive years to qualify for the World 
Health Organization’s zero status. 

Source: New Strait Times (25/Apr/2020), www.
nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/587410/msia-
retains-zero-indigenous-malaria-status-2019 

WORLD’S INSECT POPULATION DECLINED BY 
ALMOST 30% IN 30 YEARS
It is estimated that over the last 30 years the 
world’s insect population has declined by just 
over a quarter. One major concern is the decline 
on insect flower pollinators that could threaten 
the global food supply to the future. However if 
this decline continues, then it will be catastrophic 
for vast areas of native ecosystems where many 

flowering are insect pollinated. Much of the loss 
is thought due to increasing urbanization and 
the loss of habitat to agriculture. Interestingly, 
some freshwater species have increased and this 
is probably related to the river systems having less 
pollutants these days.

Source: Newspaper (26/Apr/2020), https://
upnewsinfo.com/2020/04/26/earths-insect-
population-shrinks-by-27-in-30-years-study-finds/ 

THE RAT IN THE WHITE HOUSE
Ok what was the first image came to your mind 
with the title of this piece? I am sure it was of a 
bad haired creature with a nasty temperament 
that nips at others. Naturally I mean a rodent! A rat 
was recently seen at one of Donald Trump’s press 
conferences during a COVID-19 briefing. It was 
running along the steps of a colonnade and in and 
out of bushes behind Trump. In the article linked 
below, it was said that the White House has long 
had a vermin problem…enuff said!

Source: Daily Mail Australia (16/April/2020), 
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-8223685/Rat-scurries-Donald-Trump-
coronavirus-briefing-Rose-Garden.html 

SPEAKING OF RATS…WHY NOT HAVE THEM 
IN THE BATHROOM?
The famous British artist simply known as ‘Banksy’ 
is without a question the most recognized and 
respected contemporary street artist in the 
world. One recent painting depicting the UK 
parliament as monkeys sold for $12.2 million 
at auction in London. Banksy, whose real name 
is unknown, produces work that is satirical and 
artistic, demonstrating a high degree of pathos, 
while being humorous and extremely thought 
provoking. With the COVID-19 lock down, sadly 
Banksy has been unable to take his vast talents 
to the street and instead has decorated his own 
bathroom with his most iconic of all images, 
rodents (see previous page). He has painted a rat 
urinating into his toilet, while others are swinging 
from mirrors, dangling from cords, even rolling 
on toilet paper. Banksy recently honoured all 
front line medical staff with a most beautiful 
image of a child holding a model of a nurse, 
while his superhero toys have been discarded 
into a bin (this can be seen at: https://static.
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designboom.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/
banksy-game-changer-painting-hospital-workers-
designboom-01.jpg) 

Source: Newsweek (16/April/2020), www.
newsweek.com/bansky-rats-work-home-shelter-

place-graffiti-street-artist-1498385 

INDONESIA: DENGUE IN INDONESIA REPORT
Last year there were 111,000 cases of dengue 
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reported to October, which was close to double 
that for the same period in 2018. The high case 
numbers prompted the releases of Wolbachia 
infected Aedes aegypti at a number of sites 
throughout the country. Wolbachia infected 
mosquitoes are unable to transmit the dengue 
virus. The initial trials that began at Sleman and 
Bantul districts were considered promising and 
so a new site at Yogyakarta was selected due to 
its high dengue prevalence. Over 27 months after 
the release, dengue cases dropped by 75 percent. 
Furthermore, the presence of the Wolbachia 
can stop the transmission of other arboviruses 
including Zika, Chikungunya and Yellow Fever.

Source: Borgen Magazine (13/Apr/2020), www.
borgenmagazine.com/dengue-fever-in-indonesia/ 

BANGLADESH: LACK OF PREPARATION TO 
COMBAT DENGUE IN BARISHAL
In the city of Barishal in Bangladesh, there is 
growing concern around the government’s failure 
to tackle the growing mosquito problem and 
to provide adequate medical services to treat 
patients. Mosquito numbers are on the rise and 
residents are complaining about the issue. At 
the local hospital, there is only one pathology 
machine used to test patients for dengue virus 
and it has been out of service for a long time. 
Furthermore, the medical staff are diverted with 
the treatment of COVID-19 patients, but as many 
as 88 out of 100 doctors are failing to turn up to 
work for fear of contracting COVID-19. A lack of 
pathology scientists is compounding the issue 
as there is insufficient staff to undertake the 
testing for the size of the hospital. A lack of clinical 
support all round could lead to an increased 
dengue death rate.

Source: The Daily Star (13/Apr/2020), www.
thedailystar.net/city/news/sbmch-unprepared-
tackle-dengue-mosquitoes-buzz-aloud-
barishal-1892344 

AUSTRALIA: RESIDENTS ENCOURAGE TO BAIT 
FIRE ANTS ON GOLD COAST
Residents in the northern section of the Gold 
Coast are encouraged to protect themselves from 
the sting of fire ants, which is not only extremely 
painful, but can even induce life threatening 
anaphylaxis. Locals are encourage to purchase 

fire ant baits online and to apply it in yards 
infected with fire ants. The alternative is to employ 
a licenced pest technician to undertake the 
treatment [SLD: the fire ant problem in southeast 
Queensland has been going on for too long and 
eradication attempts have failed. Considering how 
significant this pest is and the economic impacts it 
causes, it is hard to imagine why the baits are not 
free.] 

Source: Gold Coast Bulletin (9/Apr/2020), www.
goldcoastbulletin.com.au/news/sun-community/
bait-backyards-now-to-eliminate-poisonous-fire-
ants-in-northern-gold-coast-suburbs/news-story/
839cd11014f0954e1c30d4ebaba07ba7 

NEW BED BUG SHORT FILM
A new short film that feature bed bugs was 
recently released with many accolades. The 
film was written by Emily Ann Hoffman and 
while featuring bed bugs, contains numerous 
metaphors and is actually a piece on social 
commentary that critiques toxic masculinity. The 
animated bed bug is especially cute. Warning: 
there are elements that are not suitable for 
children and it is not safe for work. You can 
watch the film on Vimeo at: https://vimeo.
com/401040632 

Source: Firstshowing.net (8/Apr/2020), www.
firstshowing.net/2020/watch-chattin-with-a-bed-
bug-in-emily-ann-hoffmans-bug-bite-short/  

NEW ZEALAND: SUCCESSFUL RODENT 
ERADICATION 
In Russell Peninsula, in the north of North Island 
in New Zealand, a project has been underway to 
eradicate rats in an area of 200ha of native forests. 
The aim will be to reintroduce native species to 
the area. Trapping for rodents began in 2016 and 
over the last three years more than 1,200 traps 
and bait stations were deployed. The most recent 
survey produced not one trap. A range of native 
birds and the giant weta, a type of beautiful 
grasshopper will be released in the reserve.

Source: NZ Herald (7/Apr/2020), www.nzherald.
co.nz/northland-age/news/article.cfm?c_
id=1503402&objectid=12323016 

RATS CAN LAUGH, PLAY GAMES AND 
EXPERIENCE PAIN
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New research has revealed that rats play games, 
can laugh when tickled, and experience both 
pleasure and pain. Such research reinforces the 
need for ethical control of rodents. Many poisons 
and traps can lead the animal suffering for days. 
More humane methods of control must be 
sought. If possible alternative to prevent rodents 
in the first place should be considered to avoid 
any form of lethal control.

Source: Mirror (4/Apr/2020), www.mirror.
co.uk/news/uk-news/rats-can-play-games-
laugh-21813377 

BANGLADESH: DENGUE CASES RISES
There has been a dramatic increase in dengue 
cases in Dhaka this year, with some 300 reported 

to April compared with 73 for the same period last 
year. Locals are saying that the mosquito problem 
is becoming worse and the local government 
has been very slow to act on the problem. In 
fact some residents are saying that the local 
government is notably absent on the mosquito 
control front. Naturally the government denied 
all claims and stated that they were fighting the 
COVID-19 pandemic at the same time by spraying 
compounds that had both antiviral properties but 
contained insecticide as well. Last year there were 
over 150 dengue deaths in Bangladesh. 

Source: DhakaTribune (3/Apr/2020), 
www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/
dhaka/2020/04/03/dengue-not-to-be-
overlooked-amid-coronavirus-pandemic 

The star of the new bed bug feature; see story on previous page.
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