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Dear all, it has been an extremely active 
period for the Pest Control industry 
in the Asia Pacific. This is a once in a 

generation event with consequences that have 
no comparison in our lifetime. The current 
COVID-19 pandemic is undoubtedly worse 
than the Global Financial Crisis and the Asia 
Pacific region has not been shielded from its 
effects. Growth in Asia is expected to be zero 
if not negative in 2020. In terms of financial 
performance this will be the worst outcome for 
more than 60 years even including the Global 
Financial Crisis and previous Asian Financial 
Crisis. Despite this, once again the IMF and 
World Bank are suggesting that Asia will fare 
better than other regions in terms of activity.  

Member bodies have also been active in 
highlighting the importance of pest control 
as an essential service in communities desire 
to control the virus and maintain community 
health. In my lifetime I have never experienced 
a more challenging business environment and 
I don’t think anyone would have foreseen the 
effect that this virus has had, not only on the 
economies of the world but human health and 
the interaction of individuals through travel.  

All FAOPMA countries have been active 
and, the events of the most recent times 
have highlighted the importance of having 
strong industry associations that can meet 

the challenges that we are currently facing. 
We have all shared information and, in a 
technologically savvy world information is 
power. 

The job of being FAOPMA President is always 
challenging, and I would like to acknowledge 
all the FAOPMA Board Members, and especially 
all FAOPMA Members for their continued 
support over the last year.  

FAOPMA, like the rest of the world hopes for 
a vaccine to finally end this crisis. There is no 
doubt that this crisis is like no other. It requires 
a comprehensive policy response.

In terms of activities by FAOPMA, we will shortly 
have finalized the new FAOPMA website and 
we hope that this will provide a further tool for 
our members to exchange ideas and updates.

Finally, I thank you for your continued support 
and the privilege of representing this fine 
industry and despite our current problems I do 
believe that as an industry we will come out 
stronger than ever.

I trust that your family, friends, and employees 
stay well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vasili Tsoutouras
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