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News Items
A Compendium of Pest Management News Items from the Media Relevant to 

FAOPMA Member Countries
Compiled by Stephen L. Doggett and David Lilly

EXPLODING MOSQUITOES: WHEN BLOOD-
FEEDING DOES NOT STOP 
Ever seen a mosquito explode because it 

cannot not stop blood feeding? Then look at the 
videos in the link below. By cutting the ventral 
nerve cord of a mosquito, the signal to say that it 
is full while blood feeding is cut off. The result is 
that the mosquito keep feeding until it explodes. 
Even then, it still keeps sucking blood. Basically 
the stretch receptors in the abdomen cannot send 
a signal to say “enough!”

Source: Entomology Today (20/March/2020), 
https://entomologytoday.org/2020/03/19/when-
a-mosquito-cant-stop-drinking-blood-the-result-
isnt-pretty/ 

AUSTRALIA: FIRE ANTS RAPIDLY SPREADING 
IN SE QUEENSLAND 
Some 300 fire ant nests have been found at 
Yarrabilba State Secondary College, in Logan 
City, Southeast Queensland. This is threatening 
the health of students at the school. Some claim 
that a lack of controls on the movement of soils 
and mulch in and out of the quarantine zone is 
causing the spread of the insects. In spite of some 
$AUD500million (USD$290million) being spent to 
eradicate fire ants, the insect population is slowly 
spreading. 

Sources: Courier Mail (17/March/2020), 
https://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/
news/1/?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a_
GGL&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.

com.au%2Fquestnews%2Flogan%2Fcall-for-
inquiry-into-400-million-fire-ant-program-
after-300-nests-found-at-new-yarrabilba-
school%2Fnews-story%2Fc32dc7274283db
8b9f2ff2d4cf30fd19&memtype=anonymous
&mode=premium and https://swepson.com.
au/2020/03/17/425-fire-ant-nests-infest-new-
housing-estate-in-park-ridge-logan-because-of-
biosecurity-queenslands-incompetence-time-for-
a-royal-commission/ 

USA: EGG MCMUFFIN RAT 
The wave of videos of rodents carrying away items 
in New York continues. In recent years, there have 
been videos captured of rats with pizzas, bagels, 
coffee cups, donuts and even salads. All of which 
have appeared on social media. The latest is of a 
rat dragging an Egg McMuffin down a series of 
steps, this can be viewed in the link below.

Source: Daily Mail (15/Mar/2020), www.dailymail.
co.uk/news/article-8112407/Hes-loving-Rat-
hauling-Egg-McMuffin-mouth-New-Yorks-latest-
subway-rodent-star.html 

BANGLADESH: EXPERTS WARN OF DENGUE 
OUTBREAK 
With the lead up to the monsoon season, experts 
are warning of a serious dengue outbreak in 
Dhaka. Numbers of Aedes mosquitoes are on the 
rise and a number of dengue cases have been 
detected. The combination of high mosquito 

https://entomologytoday.org/2020/03/19/when-a-mosquito-cant-stop-drinking-blood-the-result-isnt-pretty/
https://entomologytoday.org/2020/03/19/when-a-mosquito-cant-stop-drinking-blood-the-result-isnt-pretty/
https://entomologytoday.org/2020/03/19/when-a-mosquito-cant-stop-drinking-blood-the-result-isnt-pretty/
https://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fquestnews%2Flogan%2Fcall-for-inquiry-into-400-million-fire-ant-program-after-300-nests-found-at-new-yarrabilba-school%2Fnews-story%2Fc32dc7274283db8b9f2ff2d4cf30fd19&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium
https://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fquestnews%2Flogan%2Fcall-for-inquiry-into-400-million-fire-ant-program-after-300-nests-found-at-new-yarrabilba-school%2Fnews-story%2Fc32dc7274283db8b9f2ff2d4cf30fd19&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium
https://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fquestnews%2Flogan%2Fcall-for-inquiry-into-400-million-fire-ant-program-after-300-nests-found-at-new-yarrabilba-school%2Fnews-story%2Fc32dc7274283db8b9f2ff2d4cf30fd19&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium
https://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fquestnews%2Flogan%2Fcall-for-inquiry-into-400-million-fire-ant-program-after-300-nests-found-at-new-yarrabilba-school%2Fnews-story%2Fc32dc7274283db8b9f2ff2d4cf30fd19&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium
https://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fquestnews%2Flogan%2Fcall-for-inquiry-into-400-million-fire-ant-program-after-300-nests-found-at-new-yarrabilba-school%2Fnews-story%2Fc32dc7274283db8b9f2ff2d4cf30fd19&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium
https://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fquestnews%2Flogan%2Fcall-for-inquiry-into-400-million-fire-ant-program-after-300-nests-found-at-new-yarrabilba-school%2Fnews-story%2Fc32dc7274283db8b9f2ff2d4cf30fd19&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium
https://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fquestnews%2Flogan%2Fcall-for-inquiry-into-400-million-fire-ant-program-after-300-nests-found-at-new-yarrabilba-school%2Fnews-story%2Fc32dc7274283db8b9f2ff2d4cf30fd19&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium
https://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fquestnews%2Flogan%2Fcall-for-inquiry-into-400-million-fire-ant-program-after-300-nests-found-at-new-yarrabilba-school%2Fnews-story%2Fc32dc7274283db8b9f2ff2d4cf30fd19&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium
https://www.couriermail.com.au/subscribe/news/1/?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&dest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.couriermail.com.au%2Fquestnews%2Flogan%2Fcall-for-inquiry-into-400-million-fire-ant-program-after-300-nests-found-at-new-yarrabilba-school%2Fnews-story%2Fc32dc7274283db8b9f2ff2d4cf30fd19&memtype=anonymous&mode=premium
https://swepson.com.au/2020/03/17/425-fire-ant-nests-infest-new-housing-estate-in-park-ridge-logan-because-of-biosecurity-queenslands-incompetence-time-for-a-royal-commission/
https://swepson.com.au/2020/03/17/425-fire-ant-nests-infest-new-housing-estate-in-park-ridge-logan-because-of-biosecurity-queenslands-incompetence-time-for-a-royal-commission/
https://swepson.com.au/2020/03/17/425-fire-ant-nests-infest-new-housing-estate-in-park-ridge-logan-because-of-biosecurity-queenslands-incompetence-time-for-a-royal-commission/
https://swepson.com.au/2020/03/17/425-fire-ant-nests-infest-new-housing-estate-in-park-ridge-logan-because-of-biosecurity-queenslands-incompetence-time-for-a-royal-commission/
https://swepson.com.au/2020/03/17/425-fire-ant-nests-infest-new-housing-estate-in-park-ridge-logan-because-of-biosecurity-queenslands-incompetence-time-for-a-royal-commission/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8112407/Hes-loving-Rat-hauling-Egg-McMuffin-mouth-New-Yorks-latest-subway-rodent-star.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8112407/Hes-loving-Rat-hauling-Egg-McMuffin-mouth-New-Yorks-latest-subway-rodent-star.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8112407/Hes-loving-Rat-hauling-Egg-McMuffin-mouth-New-Yorks-latest-subway-rodent-star.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8112407/Hes-loving-Rat-hauling-Egg-McMuffin-mouth-New-Yorks-latest-subway-rodent-star.html


WWW.FAOPMA.COM || 73 

N
E
W
S

numbers and early dengue cases is priming the 
system for a major outbreak during the monsoon, 
the traditional period of peak dengue activity. To 
mid-March some 262 dengue cases have occurred 
this year, while in 2019 there were over 101,000 
hospitalisations from dengue with 164 deaths.

Source: Dhaka Tribune (14/Mar/2020), www.
dhakatribune.com/health/2020/03/14/dengue-
might-be-worse-this-year 

NEW ZEALAND: RAT PLAGUE HITS WEST 
AUCKLAND KILLING WILDLIFE 
A major plague of rats have hit parts of West 
Auckland and have killed all chicks of the 
endangered Kokako bird. In the area there 
are only 60 birds left and the loss is seen to be 
devastating for the population and the volunteers 
who are monitoring the bird population. It 
appears the rodent population increased this 
year due to abundant fruiting trees, yet in spite of 
increased control efforts, the birds could not be 
saved. Locals are being encouraged to participate 
in rodent control programs by placing traps or 
baits on their properties.

Source: Scoop (14/Mar/2020), www.scoop.
co.nz/stories/AK2003/S00197/no-kokako-chicks-
survive-as-rat-plague-hits-west-auckland-reserve.
htm 

AUSTRALIA: DEADLY MVE VIRUS DETECTED 
Around the world, various animals are used as for 
the detection of certain mosquito–borne viruses. 
In Australia sentinel chickens are employed for the 
detection of the deadly Murray Valley Encephalitis 
virus (MVEV). Several chickens were tested 
positive during the week beginning 8/March/2020 
from the town of Waikerie on the Murray River. 
Residents are warned to avoid exposure to 
mosquitoes; to use repellents, and avoid outdoors 
at dawn and dusk. MVEV has a high fatality rate, 
some 30% of people who develop symptoms will 
die and another 30% will have permanent brain 
damage.

Source: SA Health (13/Mar/2020), www.sahealth.
sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/
sa+health+internet/about+us/news+and+media/
all+media+releases/river+murray+mosquito
+warning?utm_source=miragenews&utm_
medium=miragenews&utm_campaign=news 

ROLLING STONES? NO ROLLING ANTS! 
One ant species from Italy, Myrmecina graminicola, 
has the most extraordinary defence system when 
threatened when on a slope. It tucks its head 
under the thorax, pulls its abdomen underneath, 
and rolls away. According to the researcher that 
led the study on this ant, there are very few 
creatures in the animal kingdom that uses rolling 
as a means of escape. By doing this, the ants were 
able to move at a speed of around 15 inches per 
second, which is around 80 times faster than 
walking. A video of the ants can be seen in the link 
below.

Source: The New York Times (13/Mar/2020), www.
nytimes.com/2020/03/13/science/rolling-ants.
html 

INDONESIA: DENGUE INFECTS 17,000 
NATIONWIDE, KILLING 104 
Since the beginning of the year to March 11 
there have been a total of 17,820 dengue cases 
across Indonesia and 104 deaths. East Java has 
recorded 1,761 cases, including 15 deaths. In the 
report it states that most fatalities occurred due 
to sick patients taking too long to seek medical 
assistance. The region with the highest numbers 
was Lampung province with 3,431 dengue cases, 
followed by East Nusa Tenggara with 2,732 cases. 
This year’s number is smaller than 2019 when 
there were around 52,000 cases and 439 deaths 
for the same period. [Also see images of fogging 
operations from Jakarta: http://www.xinhuanet.
com/english/2020-03/15/c_138880284.htm]

Source: The Jakarta Post (12/Mar/2020), www.
thejakartapost.com/news/2020/03/12/dengue-
fever-kills-104-infects-more-than-17000-
nationwide-since-january.html 

MALAYSIA: COCKROACH-INFESTED CAKE 
SOLD IN MINI-MART CHAIN 
Customers were shocked when then found that 
a cake they bought was badly infested with 
cockroaches. The roaches were stuck to a sticky 
label on the cake. According to the story, when 
the customers returned the cake, the staff stated 
that, “they can’t stop cockroaches from entering 
their products” and to check in future before they 
buy anything. Another customer had the same 
experience when a cake was purchased from the 
same chain, but at a different store.
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Source: MalayMail (11/Mar/2020), www.
malaymail.com/news/life/2020/03/11/customers-
make-disgusting-discovery-of-cockroach-
infested-cake-from-well-kn/1845337 

AUSTRALIA: RESIDENTS OF NORTHERN NSW 
WARNED TO PROTECT AGAINST ROSS RIVER 
DISEASE 
Residents of coastal northern New South Wales in 
Australia are being warned to protect themselves 
from mosquito bites following the detection 
of Ross River virus. The virus was detected in 
mosquitoes that are routinely collected as part 
of the NSW Arbovirus Surveillance Program. 
Ross River can cause fevers, malaise, muscle 
and joint pains, and symptoms can remain for 
weeks to months. While not fatal, the condition 
is common with around 5,000 cases every 
year across Australia. Following heavy rains in 
February, mosquito numbers have exploded in 
the region. Sadly some inappropriate advice is 
given by the Public Health Unit such as using 
mosquito coils indoors. Coils should only be used 
outdoors due to the fire risk and the noxious 
chemicals they release. [SLD: the virus detections 
were undertaken in my lab – I run the above 
surveillance program.]

Source: Argus (10/Mar/2020), www.
macleayargus.com.au/story/6669321/residents-
urged-to-protect-against-mosquitoes-following-
ross-river-detection/?src=rss 

HONG KONG: HUGE RAT SEEN DEVOURING 
PASTRIES IN FRENCH BAKERY 
A huge rat with a discriminating palate was 
recently observed devouring tasty pastries in a 
French patisserie in Hong Kong. A video of the 
gourmet rodent was posted on social media 
prompting the owner to close the store for 
remedial pest control. Watch the video of the 
incident in the link below.

Source: Daily Mail (10/Mar/2020), www.dailymail.
co.uk/news/article-8092127/Huge-rat-spotted-
tucking-pastries-display-French-bakery-Hong-
Kong.html 

EUROPE: HUMAN INDUCED CLIMATE 
CHANGE LEADING TO RAPID SPREAD OF 
MOSQUITO VECTORS 
Human-induced climate change has led to a 

warmer climate across the globe, including across 
Europe. Since Aedes albopictus was introduced 
into Europe during the late 1970s through global 
trade, the species has gradually spread north. 
Global warming has meant the species has spread 
much further than predicted and now diseases, 
once considered tropical, are spreading to regions 
throughout Europe. The problem is expected 
to exacerbate as climate change is increasingly 
leading to a hotter world. 

Source: Eurasia Review (10/Mar/2020), www.
eurasiareview.com/10032020-climate-change-
mosquito-borne-viral-diseases-are-penetrating-
further-into-europe/ 

SINGAPORE: ASIA’S FIRST ANT MUSEUM 
Asia’s first Ant Museum is about to open in 
Singapore. Some 21 species of ants are on 
display, with 25 different habitats. One of the 
largest species in the world, Dinomyrmex gigas, 
the queen ants are the size of an AA battery. The 
creator of the museum is Zat Low who is an artist 
that specialises in producing formicariums – or 
ant-homes. Zat find ants fascinating, from their 
social behaviour to their caste system. He believe 
that there are strong similarities between ant 
colonies and human society. The Ant Museum 
is located at 359 Upper Paya Lebar Road. 
Tickets can be purchased from the dedicated 
web site, which also lists opening hours: www.
thesingaporeantsexhibition.com 

Source: The Straits Times (9/Mar/2020), www.
straitstimes.com/singapore/small-wonders 

AUSTRALIA: FIRE ANT POPULATION 
CONTINUES TO EXPAND 
Fire ants in south east Queensland continue to 
expand, with many areas becoming infested, 
notably Coomera, Upper Coomera, and Pacific 
Pines. Many residents in these areas are 
complaining of bites and begging authorities 
to implement control measures. The time for 
authorities to act after a colony has been reported 
means that the ant population can spread.

Source: Gold Coast Bulletin (9/Mar/2020), www.
goldcoastbulletin.com.au/news/sun-community/
gold-coast-fire-ants-poisonous-pests-overtake-
northern-suburbs-coomera-upper-coomera-
runaway-bay-and-pacific-pines/news-story/0ceaa
5502617905d87797de4a263ca9e 
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SINGAPORE: CONTROL EFFORTS HAVE 
REDUCED DENGUE CASES 
The current dengue control strategies 
implemented by the National Environment 
Agency appear to have been highly beneficial. 
It was recently estimated that today Singapore 
residents are six times less likely to acquire a 
dengue infection compared with the 1970s. 
Some 64,000 gravitraps have been deployed and 
the release of Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes 
continue. With a reduced number of residents 
becoming infected, it means many more people in 
the population are susceptible and thus dengue-
management strategies will need to continue to 
protect the community.

Source: The Straits Times (9/Mar/2020), www.
straitstimes.com/forum/dengue-control-
measures-have-significantly-reduced-
transmissions 

NEW ZEALAND: TOUR OPERATOR SAVAGED 
BY BED BUGS (AGAIN) 
A German tour guide claims he was badly bitten 
by bed bugs while staying at the Auckland North 
Shore Motels and Holiday Park, and claims this 
was the second time he was bitten within the 
year. He states that he received over 200 bites 
and the images in the article below can testify 
to how uncomfortable the reaction was and had 
to take a shower every few hours to relieve the 
itching. A quick examination of Google reviews 
indicates that this facility may have had ongoing 
bed bug problems for some time, with a number 
of bed bug complaints posted, and that one third 
of the reviews gave this facility only one star out 
of five. [Note: a report from 11/Mar indicates that 
the hotel received the all clear of bed bugs from 
a pest control company. It is important to realise 
that bed bug bites can take 2-3 weeks to manifest 
and thus bite reactions may be the result of a visit 
to a previous hotel. www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/
article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12315861]

Source: NewstalkZB (9/Mar/2020), www.
newstalkzb.co.nz/news/national/tour-operator-
says-he-was-savaged-by-insect-bites-blames-
north-shore-motel/ 

PAKISTAN: WOMAN CAUGHT DOCTORING 
FOOD WITH COCKROACH 
In Karachi, Pakistan, a women was caught via 

CCTV placing a cockroach into her food in order 
to receive a free meal. According to the report, a 
younger and a more mature woman approached 
a food vendor claiming a cockroach was in her 
food. However the CCTV shows her taking the 
roach out of her handbag, which was wrapped in 
tissue paper, and then inserting it into the food. 
No details were provided if the women were 
prosecuted.

Source: Ary News (7/Mar/2020), https://arynews.
tv/en/women-food-outlet-meal-cockroach/ 

BAYER RELEASES NEW REMOTE RODENT 
MONITOR 
Bayer in the US has launched the “Bayer Rodent 
Monitoring System”. This is a remote monitoring 
system designed to provide 24/7 rodent 
monitoring. An alert is sent once a rodent enters 
the device, enabling immediate response by 
servicing staff. Each unit has multiple monitors 
and catch or snap traps, which alert when 
triggered. Purchase of these units is via service 
subscription.  
Read more on the system at: www.
environmentalscience.bayer.us/pest-
management-and-public-health/business-
assurance/digital-pest-management/resources 
and a YouTube video at: https://youtu.be/
sF7HtkGT8MY 

Source: PCT Magazine (6/Mar/2020), www.
pctonline.com/article/bayer-next-generation-
rodent-monitoring-system/ 

AUSTRALIA: CONCERNS OVER FIRE ANTS 
PROMPT THE USE OF SNIFFER DOGS 
Last year in Fremantle, Western Australia, six 
fire ant nests were found at the main port 
during November. While the infestations were 
successfully controlled, with the threat of 
potential introduction of the species, and the 
associated economic and health impacts, a 
sniffer dog has been brought in to source new 
ant colonies. So far no new colonies of ants 
have been found and more than 560 residential 
properties and 100 businesses have undergone an 
inspection.

Source: News.com.au (5/Mar/2020), www.news.
com.au/national/western-australia/sniffer-dog-
brought-over-as-officials-hunt-invasive-south-
american-red-fire-ants-in-fremantle/news-story/1
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SRI LANKA: MOSQUITO CONTROL WEEK 
DECLARED 
In Colombo, Sri Lanka, a Mosquito Control 
Week has been declared for 11-17/March. This 
was prompted by the huge increase in dengue 
cases, being up some 75% for the same time in 
the previous year. Much of the activities will be 
concentrated in the Western Province, which has 
experienced the highest number of cases. During 
the week, properties will be inspected and clean-
up campaigns highlighted. 

Source: News 1St (4/Mar/2020), www.newsfirst.
lk/2020/03/04/health-officials-to-launch-
mosquito-control-week-to-curb-the-spread-of-
dengue/ 

MYANMAR: ANCIENT COCKROACHES 
DISCOVERED IN AMBER 
A pair of perfectly preserved fossilized 
cockroaches have been discovered in amber from 
Myanmar. These date back some 99 million years 
and what is unique is that they represent the 
oldest cave adapted creatures discovered to 
date. An image of the cockroach can be seen in 
the link below.

Source: LiveScience (3/Mar/2020), www.
livescience.com/oldest-cave-dwelling-animal-
cockroaches.html 

AUSTRALIA: WHY MOSQUITOES BITE AND 
HOW TO PREVENT BEING BITTEN 
As noted below, eastern Australia has seen 
massive mosquito numbers during later summer 
following extensive rainfall. The editor of the 
FAOPMA Magazine, Stephen Doggett, was on 
television to talk about the problem but also why 
some people are more attractive to mosquitoes, 
and how to avoid the bite.

Source: The Daily Edition (2/Mar/2020), 
https://7news.com.au/the-daily-edition/why-
mosquitoes-bite-you-more-than-other-people-
and-how-to-prevent-getting-bitten--c-721547 

BANGLADESH: CONSTRUCTION SITES 
BECOME MOSQUITO BREEDING GROUNDS 
A survey undertaken in the city of construction 
sites has shown that many have become major 
breeding grounds for mosquitoes. Unfortunately 

many companies are unwilling to address the 
issues. It is expected the situation will become 
much worse with the upcoming monsoon season.

Source: bdnews24.com (1/Mar/2020), https://
bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2020/03/01/
construction-sites-morph-into-mosquito-
breeding-grounds 

AUSTRALIA: GLUE TRAPS TO CATCH ANIMALS 
BANNED IN VICTORIA 
Agriculture Victoria has now banned the sale 
and use of glue traps for catching animals. As 
noted on the web site, “This prohibition includes 
use by commercial pest controllers for rodent 
management under any circumstances.” Glue 
traps can only be sold if they are for the catching 
on insects and are not capable of trapping a 
vertebrate. Thus they must have a cage, barrier, 
cover or some other animal preventative design. 
Maximum penalties for using these for an 
individual is AUD$39,652.80 (USD$26,000) or two 
years imprisonment, and up to AUD$198,264.00 
(USD$130,000) for a corporation. [SLD: 
considering how inhumane glue traps are, expect 
more bans in the upcoming years.]

Source: Agriculture Victoria (Mar/2020), http://
agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/animal-health-
and-welfare/animal-welfare/humane-vertebrate-
pest-control/glue-traps 

AUSTRALIA: MOSQUITO PLAGUE FORCES 
PEOPLE INDOORS 
After massive rainfall in early January, mosquito 
populations have exploded. In some locations 
in eastern Australia, people are unable to go 
outdoors as the mosquitoes are so bad. The 
concern is that the increased numbers could 
result in more cases of mosquito-borne disease 
such as Ross River and Barmah Forest virus cases. 
So far, cases have been low due to the recent 
drought, which kept mosquito numbers low [SLD: 
my lab on Friday 28/Mar/2020 broke our record 
for the largest single mosquito collection to date, 
with over 26,600 mosquitoes yielded from the one 
trap in the one night. If you were outdoors, this 
would easily equate to more than one thousand 
mosquito bites per hour.]

Source: Brinkwire (29/Feb/2020), https://
en.brinkwire.com/news/mosquito-plague-on-
sunshine-coast-as-families-are-forced-to-stay-
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PHILIPPINES: COUPLE CRIED ‘COCKROACH!’ 
PENALIZED FOR EXTORTION 
In Zamboanga City a couple were not happy with 
the service they received from the hotel they were 
staying in. They complained that the room was 
full of cockroaches and said they would take a 
payment of PHP$20,000 (USD$400) to keep quiet 
about the alleged problem. The hotel manager 
reported the couple to the police, leading to their 
arrest.

Source: Sections (28/Feb/2020), https://newsinfo.
inquirer.net/1234731/couple-who-cried-
cockroach-at-hotel-nabbed-for-extortion 

NEW ZEALAND: RESTAURANTS CLOSED DUE 
TO COCKROACHES 
Three restaurants in Auckland on the north 
island of New Zealand were forced to close 
due to widespread cockroach problems, this 
included Flourishing Cafe in Avondale, Al’s Deli 
in the CBD and Foodie’s Kitchen in New Lynn. All 
three premises were considered unhygienic but 
have now reopened after undergoing corrective 
actions [SLD: it is a pity that more nations do not 
name and shame unhygienic food outlets as such 
locations threaten the health of the community.]

Source: Stuff (28/Feb/2020), https://www.
stuff.co.nz/national/119886925/three-auckland-
eateries-forced-to-close-because-of-widespread-
cockroach-infestations 

USA: EX VIETNAM VETERAN BRINGS LAWSUIT 
AFTER HE WAS BITTEN BY A RAT…ON HIS 
GENTLMAN PART! 
A Vietnam War veteran while in jail, was bitten by 
a rat on his penis. He now claims that he is unable 
to have sex and has constant pain in his genitals. 
He claims that he took bullets for his country 
and claimed this sort of injury should never have 
happened. He initially tried to sue the country but 
failed to lodge a filing fee for the claim in time. He 
now wishes to raise the case again.

Source: Lad Bible (27/Feb/2020), https://www.
ladbible.com/news/news-man-left-unable-
to-have-sex-due-to-rat-bite-plans-to-reopen-
case-20200227 

AUSTRALIA: TERMITES BEING USED TO FIND 
RARE MINERALS 
In the hunt to find rare minerals, researchers are 
now looking towards a new helper…termites. 
These six legged miners can dig deep, in some 
cases hundreds of metres and depositing their 
diggings in mounds at the surface. By sampling 
the mound, precious minerals such as cobalt and 
nickel can be found.

Source: IFLScience (26/Feb/2020), www.iflscience.
com/environment/termites-show-miners-the-
way-to-a-low-carbon-future/ 

DENGUE UPDATE 2020 
Bangladesh: there were 101,354 hospitalized cases 
for 2019 with 148 deaths. 
Malaysia: there were 130,101 cases in 2019, well 
above the previous year. 
Philippines: as of 14/Dec for 2019 there were 
420,453 cases including 1,565 deaths. For 2020 
there have been 15,817 cases with 45 deaths. 
Singapore: there were 15,999 cases for 2019 to 28/
Dec. The first five weeks of 2020 recorded 1,723 
cases. 
Sri Lanka: 10,089 dengue patients identified in the 
first five weeks of 2020, with 1,574 from Colombo 
district. 
Taiwan: one imported case for 2020. 
Vietnam: for 2019 there was a significant rise 
in dengue patients with 320,702 cases and 54 
deaths.

Source: ProMED Digest (25/Feb/2020), Vol. 92(68).

CANADA: MOOSE DEATHS FROM TICKS 
LINKED TO CLIMATE CHANGE 
Human-induced climate change is altering 
ecosystems across the globe. In Canada, ticks that 
used to go through an inactive period through 
the winter months are searching for hosts much 
earlier in the season, resulting in booming tick 
populations. There are so many ticks that local 
moose are dying from exsanguination, namely 
blood loss. In the link below, a dead moose is 
pictured that had over 90,000 attached ticks. It 
is envisaged that the tick problem will continue 
to become worse as the world heats up due to 
human-induced climate change.

Source: Metro (24/Feb/2020), https://metro.
co.uk/2020/02/24/90000-bloodthirsty-ticks-drank-
poor-moose-death-12295008/ 
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AUSTRALIA: MOSQUITO COIL STARTS HOME 
FIRE 
In the Western Australian town of Kewdale, a 
family has been left homeless after fire destroyed 
their home. The blaze was started by a mosquito 
coil that was left burning in the backyard. Sadly 
the family lost everything including photos 
and videos of their children. All up there was 
over AUD$500,000 (USD$330,000) damage to 
the property [SLD: mosquito coils are not the 
most effective or safest product to use against 
mosquitoes. As noted fires are a risk, but the 
smoke contains many nasty chemicals. The plug 
in vapourisers are a much more effective and safer 
option.]

Source: 9News (22/Feb/2020), https://
www.9news.com.au/national/western-australia-
mosquito-coil-sparks-perth-house-fire/854ee6c4-
4813-4bd9-9a63-55b7e014ba9b 

INDIA: RAILWAY RODENT PROBLEM 
In Ludhiana, within the Punjab region of northern 
India, rodents are causing major infrastructure 
damage to the railway station. Under the 
supervision of Punjab Agricultural University, a 
chemical based solution of zinc phosphide, oil, 
sugar and wheat is being used to control the 
rats. Many of the problems have risen from the 
bureaucracy, where different departments are 
failing to communicate and to coordinate to solve 
the problem. Rodents are also undermining the 
railway tracks thereby weakening the lines.

Source: The Times of India (22/Feb/2020), https://
timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ludhiana/
railways-takes-paus-help-to-control-rodent-
menace-at-platforms/articleshow/74250448.cms 

FRANCE: EMERGENCY BED BUG PHONE LINE 
LAUNCHED IN PARIS 
Bed bug number have exploded in recent times 
in the love capital of the world, Paris. Pest control 
experts are stating that 400,000 addresses 
were treated for bed bugs in 2018, the year the 
most recent data is available for. This is up by 
a third from 2017. With the growth in bed bug 
numbers, the French government has launched 
an information hot line to deal with the issue. Bed 
bugs have been so bad, they have even feature in 
this year’s mayoral elections [SLD: unfortunately 
none of the press articles state what is on the 

hot line other than information and if the calls 
are being logged so that the infestations can be 
mapped and controlled.]

Source: The Guardian (21/Feb/2020), www.
theguardian.com/world/2020/feb/21/
paris-launches-emergency-bed-bugs-
hotline?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

USA: PEST MANAGERS TREATS 5-10 
RIDESHARE VEHICLES PER WEEK 
A pest manager based in Dallas, Texas, claims 
he treats up to 10 rideshare vehicles per week 
for bed bugs. Last year, Dallas was in the top 10 
most infested bed bug cities in the US according 
to Orkin, a large pest management organization. 
In order to control the insects in the vehicles, the 
pest manager uses heat. Bed bugs have become 
so bad in these circumstances that an attorney 
in Los Angeles specializes in representing people 
bitten by bed bugs in rideshare vehicles.

Source: WFAA (21/Feb/2020), www.wfaa.com/
article/news/bed-bugs-expert-says-he-treats-5-
10-rideshare-vehicles-per-week/287-d8d2170b-
bcd1-4e78-a589-4db280302360 and https://www.
losangelespersonalinjurylawyers.co/bed-bug-
attorney/bed-bug-attorneys-rideshare-shuttle-
infestation/ 

AUSTRALIA: SHOCKING COCKROACH VIDEO 
FROM A HOME PIPE 
With all the recent heavy rains along eastern 
Australia, the population of cockroaches in 
homes have dramatically risen. A video has been 
released from a repair company of hundreds of 
cockroaches scurrying along a pipe ahead of the 
camera. They appear to be American cockroaches, 
Periplaneta americana, and such numbers in 
drains and sewer pipes are not uncommon. 

Source: DailyMail Australia (20/Feb/2020), www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8013931/Legendary-
Bathurst-V8-champion-shocked-Holden-brand-
scrapped.html 

AUSTRALIA: ANCIENT RATS NESTS HELP 
REVEAL THE PAST 
Rats are often considered great curators, as they 
gather up material in the area and bring this 
back to their nests. By studying ancient rat nests, 
information on humanity activity at the time can 
be revealed. Archaeologists in Sydney, Australia 
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are uncovering rat nests in old buildings dating 
back to the early European colonialists. Inside the 
nests are scraps of fabrics, food and belongings of 
the convicts that were first brought to the country. 
More than 80,000 artefacts have been uncovered 
from rat nests in the one building, Sydney Hyde 
Park Barracks, which is located on the eastern 
edge of the city. There were scraps of convict 
uniforms, other clothing, prayer books, as well 
as other items. The rodent treasures will be on 
display from 21/Feb/2020.

Source: ABC News (20/Feb/2020), www.abc.
net.au/news/2020-02-20/rats-were-this-sydney-
museums-first-curators/11980680  

USA: CAMERA INFESTED BY ANTS 
A professional photographer recently had a 
colony of ants set up home in his Black Magic 
cinema camera. Sadly the type of ants were not 
mentioned, but it was a very small species. The 
ants also invaded the camera lens. A video of the 
ants in his camera can be viewed in the link below. 
This would be good way to make a modern digital 
camera unable to function.

Source: DIY Photography (19/Feb/2020), www.
diyphotography.net/watch-a-photographers-
blackmagic-pocket-4k-become-home-to-a-
colony-of-ants/ 

AUSTRALIA: STUDENT OFFERS $20 TO KILL 
MEGA ROACH 
A student from Brisbane, Australia offered AUD$20 
(USD$13) on social media to anyone who would 
come around to his home and kill an ‘abnormally 
large’ cockroach in this kitchen. He even placed an 
advert on Gumtree, which is an online auction site 
similar to eBay. One responder quipped, “I’’ll need 
a large jar, preferably plastic. I’’m interstate so air 
fare will be needed. Some shrieking may ensue, 
but there’s a good chance I can nab em.” [SLD: it 
is concerning that a young adult would be too 
frightened to control a cockroach. Sadly this is a 
sign of times where companies keep promoting a 
world where the home must be sterile and free of 
germs and vermin.]

Source: Outlook The News Scroll (19/Feb/2020), 
www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/brisbane-
student-offers-20-to-kill-cockroach/1738936 

ULTRASONIC REPELLER, WITH NO 
ULTRASONICS! 
Ultrasonic repellers are claimed to repel a range 
in pests including rodents, however studies 
repeatedly find that they do not work. As such 
they should be banned from the marketplace. 
Recently one such unit was pulled apart and no 
ultrasonic emitter was found even though the 
manufacturers claimed it was an ultrasonic device! 
The link below also contains a video of the Bell 
and Howell Ultrasonic Rodent Repeller that shows 
rodents were even attracted to the unit. These 
investigations continue to show that claims of 
repellency with ultrasonic devices appear to be 
fraudulent. 

Source: BoingBoing (19/Feb/2020), https://
boingboing.net/2020/02/19/this-electronic-
ultrasonic-bug.html 

JAPAN: THIS STORY IS REALLY CREEPY! 
A Japanese man by the name of Yuta claims he 
was in a serious romantic relationship with his 
former girlfriend called Lisa. What was really 
bizarre is that Lisa was a cockroach! After poor 
Lisa died from old age, the man ate her so that 
she could be a part of him forever. According to 
Yuta, Lisa was hot and much more attractive than 
a human female. He even imagined what it would 
be like to have sex with Lisa if she was human 
sized…[SLD: enough of this story, it is starting to 
sound like an episode from Jerry Springer.]

Source: Daily Times (18/Feb/2020), https://
dailytimes.com.pk/560409/japanese-man-
confesses-to-date-cockroach-for-a-year/ 

LAOS: NEW INVESTIGATIONS ON 
INSECTICIDE RESISTANT MOSQUITOES 
A collaborative study between the Laos and the 
UK is underway to determine if local mosquitoes 
in Laos are resistant to insecticides. In this 
nation there are many mosquito-borne diseases 
including malaria and dengue, with almost 
34,000 cases of dengue reported last year up to 
October. The study has found that mosquitoes 
possess a range of resistance mechanisms 
including metabolic resistance. This means that 
classes of insecticides will need to be used for 
which these mosquitoes are not resistant to. Such 
information is important when it comes to disease 
management strategies.
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Source: Oxford Brookes University (17/Feb/2020), 
www.brookes.ac.uk/about-brookes/news/
mosquito-dna-study-offers-crucial-clues-to-
disease-control-in-laos/ 

INDIA: DENGUE AWARENESS RALLY HELD IN 
CALCUTTA 
With the spring and summer approaching citizens 
of Calcutta need to become more aware of 
mosquito-borne diseases. Thus the Mayor of the 
city led a dengue awareness rally on Saturday 
16 February. People are being asked to reduce 
rubbish that could accumulate water and provide 
a source of mosquitoes.

Source: The Telegraph (17/Feb/2020), www.
telegraphindia.com/states/west-bengal/cmc-be-
on-guard-against-dengue/cid/1745851 

ISRAEL: MAN PLACES COCKROACH IN 
BURGER TO OBTAIN FREE MEAL 
A customer of a hamburger outlet in Jerusalem 
complained to the restaurant that he had found 
a cockroach in this burger. When the restaurant 
investigated the matter, they found security 
footage of him removing a foil container from his 
pocket and slipping the enclosed cockroach into 
his meal. He then took a series of photographs of 
the roach before complaining to management. 
By the time they uncovered the footage, the 
manager of the facility had already refunded the 
meal with some compensation [SLD: pity they 
did not fill another burger with cockroaches and 
forced him to eat it!]

Source: The Times of Israel (17/Feb/2020), 
www.timesofisrael.com/man-caught-slipping-
cockroach-into-burger-in-bid-for-free-meal/ 

INDIA: COLLAPSING TERMITE INFESTED TREE 
KILLS WOMAN 
In Dehradun, in northern India at the base of 
the Himalayas, a woman died after a termite 
infested tree fell on her car while driving. Other 
passengers had to be admitted to hospital with 
serious injuries. Locals have called on government 
to have arborists inspect the trees along the roads 
for termite damage to prevent this tragedy from 
happening again.

Source: The Times of India (16/Feb/2020), https://
timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/
woman-dies-after-termite-infested-tree-falls-on-

her-car/articleshow/74154255.cms 

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY OF THE YEAR – 
FIGHTING MICE WINS PRIZE 
The Wildlife Photographer of the Year is without a 
question the most prestigious competition in the 
world when it comes to nature photography. In 
conjunction with prizes awarded from the judging 
panel, individuals can vote for the ‘People’s Choice’ 
award. This year the prize went was given to an 
image of two mice fighting over a crumb in the 
London underground. This is a fantastic shot and I 
recommend that you view it on the link below.

Source: ABC (13/Feb/2020), www.abc.net.au/
news/2020-02-13/wildlife-photographer-of-the-
year-2019/11960000 

NEW ZEALAND: MOSQUITO CENSUS 
Te Papa Museum in the capital of Wellington 
has initiated a citizen’s science project to 
collect mosquitoes. New Zealand has some 
13 indigenous and 3 introduced species of 
mosquitoes and there is a concern about the 
introduction of new exotic species that could 
pose a disease risk to the nation. The project is 
led by Dr Julia Kasper, Curator of Invertebrates, 
and the aim of the study is to better map the 
mosquito diversity of the nation. People are being 
asked to collect mosquitoes, fill in a form that 
details the collection site, and send them to the 
museum. A video explaining the program is on 
YouTube (www.youtube.com/watch?v=H42-eVv-
bO0&feature=youtu.be) [SLD: a number of my 
mosquito images appear in the video. I was also 
recently in New Zealand collecting mosquitoes 
with Julia in Rotorua.]

Source: Te Papa Museum (12/Feb/2020), https://
www.tepapa.govt.nz/discover-collections/read-
watch-play/science/new-zealand-mosquito-
census 

GIANT HUMAN SIZE RAT ROAMED EARTH 10 
MILLION YEARS AGO 
Some 10 million years ago a rodent roamed the 
earth that weighed roughly 13 stone (82.5 kg). 
The rat named Neoepiblema acreensis lived in 
the Amazon rainforests and looked similar to the 
modern day capybara, which is also a rodent. The 
pre-historic animal was around 5 ft (1.5m long) 
and being so large at the time, had few predators. 
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In spite of its size, it had a very tiny brain only 
some 4 oz (113g) and so was thought not to be 
very intelligent (in comparison, human brains 
weigh around 1,360g) [SLD: could you imagine 
the size of the rat trap to capture one of these 
rodents!]

Source: Yahoo News (12/Feb/2020), https://
au.news.yahoo.com/rat-size-of-man-235908471.
html 

SINGAPORE: NEW STRAIN OF DENGUE AND 
SPIKE IN CASES 
The number of dengue cases over the last two 
weeks has spiked with over 400 cases reported. 
As of 10/Feb there were some 114 active dengue 
clusters. Recently it was announced that dengue 
serotype 3 was detected across the island and 
an outbreak of this type of dengue had not 
been seen in Singapore for some three decades. 
Note that infection with one of the four types of 
dengue does not confer immunity to the other 
types, in fact it increases the risk of the more 
serious manifestations of the disease such as 
dengue haemorrhagic fever and dengue shock 
syndrome, both of which can be fatal.

Source: CAN (11/Feb/2020), www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/spike-
in-dengue-cases-numbers-could-climb-due-to-
increased-12423750 

USA: FURTHER PRESSURE TO BAN 
RODENTICIDES 
A recent environmental report highlights some 
of the pressures that native animals are under 
through the use of rodenticides. It is stated that 
a pair of barn owls will eat 2-4,000 rodents per 
year, however populations of the owls have been 
decimated due to rat poison, along with loss of 
habitat. It has been shown that 86% of predatory 
raptors (e.g. eagles) test positive for rodenticides. 
Plus birds are just one group that are impacted by 
these chemicals and also include foxes, coyotes, 
bobcats, and even family pets. It appears that 
the use of second generation anticoagulants 
pose the greatest risk, as these will build up in 
wildlife quicker and damage the nervous system, 
meaning that poisoned animals are less likely to 
recover. Rodenticides need to be used carefully 
around pets and animals, and alternative rodent 
control practices must be considered.

Source: Michigan Radio (10/Feb/2020), www.
michiganradio.org/post/rat-poisons-take-care-
rodent-problems-also-kill-wildlife-and-pets 

AUSTRALIA: SENATE INQUIRY INTO CANCER 
CLUSTER WITH MOSQUITO CONTROL 
OPERATIONS 
In the idyllic location of the Bellarine Peninsula 
in southern Australia, residents are claiming that 
there is a cluster of cancer patients, possibly linked 
to mosquito spraying operations or chemicals 
used in agriculture. Mangroves are routinely 
treated in the area to control the southern 
saltmarsh mosquito, Aedes camptorhynchus, which 
is an aggressive biting species that can transmit a 
range of human pathogens. The local government 
authority, the City of Greater Geelong, has stated 
that there is no scientific basis to the claims that 
link mosquito control operations and cancer. The 
Senate inquiry was promised by a local political 
candidate who was desperate to win a very 
marginal seat.

Source: ABC News (9/Feb/2020), www.
abc.net.au/news/2020-02-09/bellarine-
peninsula-cancer-cluster-senate-inquiry-
begins/11931164?pfmredir=sm 

PHILIPPINES: DENGUE CASES DOWN BUT 
HIGHER FATALITY RATE 
There were two deaths from dengue virus in 
Cebu City during January. Last year there were 
some 286 cases, almost half of the previous year, 
however the death rate has risen to almost 1 
percent of infections. Residents are encouraged 
to be vigilant and ensure that mosquitoes are not 
breeding in their backyard. 

Source: CDN (8/Feb/2020), https://
cebudailynews.inquirer.net/286847/dengue-
cases-down-but-fatality-rate-up-in-cebu-city 

MALAYSIA: WOLBACHIA INFECTED 
MOSQUITOES FIGHTING DENGUE 
In 2019, it was estimated that there were almost 
120,000 dengue cases in Malaysia, with 162 
deaths. As a consequence, a program was initiated 
to release the mosquito vector, Aedes aegypti, 
which had been artificially infected with the 
bacterium, Wolbachia. As previously reported in 
the FAOPMA Magazine, Wolbachia acts to block 
dengue transmission in the mosquito. Releases of 
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infected mosquitoes were carried out at six sites 
in Kuala Lumpur and the mosquito/Wolbachia 
strain successfully established. The incidence of 
dengue in these regions dropped by 40 percent 
in the human population. This scheme will be 
rolled out to other areas of Malaysia that have a 
high incidence of dengue infection. Releases have 
now begun in Penang (see: www.malaymail.com/
news/malaysia/2020/02/23/cm-penang-releases-
wolbachia-infected-mosquitoes-to-combat-
dengue/1840119). 

Source: Geographical (6/Feb/2020), https://
geographical.co.uk/people/development/
item/3584-lab-bred-mosquitos-help-prevent-
dengue-fever-in-malaysia and https://www.ncbi.
nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31761702 

ENGLAND: RAT INVADES KFC WHILE DINERS 
SCREAM 
In North London at the Seven Sister’s branch 
of Kentucky Fried Chicken, a large rat recently 
invaded the famous fast food operation, while 
diners were present. A video of the incidence 
has emerged (in the link below) showing the rat 
running under tables avoiding staff trying to kill 
it with sticks, while patrons scream and jump on 
tables. A spoke person from KFC was reported to 
state, “This was a very unwelcome guest at our 
Seven Sisters restaurant”, which goes without 
saying! The restaurant was temporarily closed 
while the rodent issue was managed.

Source: The Sun (5/Feb/2020), www.thesun.
co.uk/news/10899258/kfc-diners-rat-rampage-
holloway/  

INDIA: THE MOSQUITO BATTLE AT KOCHI 
In the war against mosquitoes in Kochi on the 
southwest coast of India, sadly it appears from 
reports that humans are coming second. Dengue 
cases are on the rise and mosquito control has 
been privatised. It is suggested that insecticidal 
activities are futile because of resistance and 
control options require more research. Some 
believe that the lack of a proper drainage system 
is the main course for the mosquito explosion as 
the water pools and cannot flow away. 

Source: The New Indian Express (4/Feb/2020), 
www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/2020/
feb/04/corp-in-losing-battle-against-
mosquitoes-2098497.html 

AUSTRALIA: FIRE ANT HUNT FOLLOWING 
RAIN 
Following heavy rains in south-east Queensland 
where the invasive fire ant occurs, landowners are 
being encouraged to search for ant nests. The rain 
causes the ants to build up their mound, which 
enables them to be more easily found. The rain 
can also trigger the nest to disperse – winged 
stages are formed and these can fly off many 
kilometres. Notifications of the ants can be sent 
to the National Red Imported Fire Ant Eradication 
Program.

Source: Star (4/Feb/2020), www.gattonstar.com.
au/news/landowners-urged-to-search-for-fire-
ants-after-rai/3935831/ 

SRI LANKA: WOLBACHIA MOSQUITOES 
RELEASED 
Sri Lanka’s National Dengue Control Unit has 
begun releases of Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes 
in a bid to curb the growing dengue fever crisis. 
The pilot project has begun in Colombo and is 
a part of the World Mosquito Project aimed at 
halting viral diseases carried by Aedes aegypti, the 
main vector of dengue and other viral diseases. 
Releases of Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes 
began in Australia and are now underway in many 
nations, and dengue cases have either halted or 
sharply declined where releases have occurred. 

Source: Xinhuanet (3/March/2020), http://www.
xinhuanet.com/english/2020-03/03/c_138840302.
htm 

JAPAN: YEZO VIRUS – A NEWLY DISCOVERED 
TICK-BORNE VIRUS 
A new virus was discovered in a patient from 
Hokkaido that complained of fever and lower limb 
pain after being bitten by a tick. He was unable 
to walk, but completely recovered. At this stage 
there are many questions being asked on this 
virus such as how many patients are affected, 
what tick species are transmitting it, and what 
animals in the wild carry the virus? More research 
needed!

Source: ProMed Digest (2/Feb/2020), Vol. 92(6).

NEW COCKROACH EMOJI! 
You may be surprised to learn that there is a 
committee who decides on what standardised 
characters are used on smart phones. This group 
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is called the ‘Unicode Consortium’. They recently 
announced that there will be 117 new emojis 
released for 2020, including a cockroach (perhaps 
for all the pest managers in the world?). Other 
emojis include a Groucho Marx mask (no idea 
why?), bubble tea, a women in tuxedo, a fondue 
pot, and even a toilet plunger. On what basis a 
new emoji is decided on, I have no idea!

Source: Huffington Post (31/Jan/2020), www.
huffingtonpost.com.au/entry/2020-new-emojis_
au_5e3387a9c5b6f2623326c564 

HONG KONG: RODENT PROBLEM MORE 
SERIOUS THAN FIRST THOUGHT? 
The recent passing of a 17-year old boy from rat 
Hepatitis virus (HEV) is raising concern that the 
rodent problem is much worse than previously 
recognised. This is now the ninth confirm case 
of the disease and Hong Kong appears to be the 
epicentre for the condition, with only one case 
identified outside of the island nation. Six of the 
cases occurred between May and November of 
2019, raising concern that more infected patients 
will soon appear. There are suggestions that rats 
are more common than Government claims, with 
sightings of rodents being common. There are 
now calls for more rodent monitoring and control 
in the region.

Source: ejinsight (30/Jan/2020), http://www.
ejinsight.com/20200130-rat-infestationin-hk-
more-serious-than-weithink/ 

ANT QUIZ: CAN YOU CORRECTLY ANSWER 
THESE? 
The Australian Broadcasting Commission web site 
runs regular quizzes based around the weekly 
news. This week they have a quiz on ants – see if 
you can answer them. P.S., ants do not dance!

Source: ABC News (28/Jan/2020), www.abc.
net.au/news/science/2020-01-26/science-quiz-
ants/11805668 

ANOTHER CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY 
Twitter has been abuzz with an image of a 
gigantic mosquito. It was reported that the 
beast was found in Cordoba, Spain. The alleged 
mosquito is photographed next to an Aedes 
aegypti, which is notably smaller. The person who 
collected it suggested that it had either mutated 
in Chernobyl or had come out of the movie 

Jumanji. Some Twitter members suggested that 
the large mosquito could be Psorophora ciliata, 
however it is quite obvious that the creature 
on the left is a robber fly, and not a mosquito. 
Unfortunately, there are many insects that are 
misidentified as mosquitoes including chironomid 
midges and crane flies.

Source: Times Now News (27/Jan/2020), www.
timesnownews.com/the-buzz/article/gone-
viral-man-posts-picture-of-monster-mosquito-
alongside-a-regular-sized-one/545392 

UAE: SMART MOSQUITO TRAPS TO BE 
DEPLOYED 
Some 440 smart traps are set to be deployed 
across the UAE in an effort to combat mosquito-
borne disease. Smart traps are those that can 
count the insects that enter the trap and an alert 
is sent to the authorities via the internet [SLD: In 
the article below it is stated that these traps will 
“protect and improve the quality of life”, however 
the traps are surveillance tools and do not reduce 
mosquito population numbers significantly. Either 
the report is incorrect or those that ordered the 
devices do not fully understand their use].

Source: MENAFN (27/Jan/2020), https://menafn.
com/1099603361/440-smart-mosquito-traps-to-
be-deployed-across-UAE 

USA: BED BUGS STOP TRAIN SERVICE 
A large section of the New York City subway 
system was ground to a halt due to bed bugs. 
In fact it was just one bed bug! The offending 
insect was found in a subway control tower and 
so the entire facility was evacuated for treatment. 
Without personnel in the control tower, the 
trains could not run to schedule. This comes the 
day after a homeless man was found dead in 
a carriage covered in bed bugs. It appears the 
subway has become a source for bed bugs! Some 
five days after the bed bugs were first detected in 
the control tower, more bed bugs were identified. 
Transit workers have complained for weeks 
about the bed bugs in the tower and unions are 
accusing officials of a cover up.

Source: Silive.com (26/Jan/2020), www.silive.
com/news/2020/01/graffiti-trains-subway-bed-
bugs-more-signs-of-a-city-on-the-wrong-track-
opinion.html 
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UK: EIGHT DOGS KILL 730 RATS IN SEVEN 
HOURS 
In the United Kingdom, certain breeds of small 
dogs are routinely used for rodent control. One 
pest management company, Suffolk and Norfolk 
Rat Pack, specialises in this area and travels 
around the countryside with their dogs. Earlier 
this month, eight of their dogs managed to 
capture 730 rats in only seven hours. This rodent 
cull took place at a pig farm in Suffolk. It was 
reported that some of the rats weighed over 1kg 
and were as big as some dogs. Unlike rat poison, 
which can be very slow acting causing intense 
pain in the rat, the dogs will kill the rodent in a few 
seconds and is thus a more humane approach.

Source: Joy Online (26/Jan/2020), www.
myjoyonline.com/news/2020/january-26th/pack-
of-8-dogs-exterminate-730-rats-in-just-seven-
hours.php 

BANGLADESH: FINES OVER MOSQUITOES 
Dhaka City Corporation has been fining people 
over mosquito issues with a zero-tolerance policy 
enacted. Now five people have been financially 
penalised and one has been jailed. The fines 
issued have been around Tk10,000 (USD$120). 
Two youths were fined Tk3,000 (USD$35) each for 
leaving plastic cups on a footpath. Another person 
was fined Tk1,500 (USD$17) for having mosquito 
bites over the wrist [SLD: wonder if they could 
have been from bed bugs?]

Source: The Daily Star (25/Jan/2020), www.
thedailystar.net/satireday/news/mosquito-
accomplices-now-under-the-radar-1858825 

MALAYSIA: RODENT SHOW FOR YEAR OF THE 
RAT 
In Kuala Lumpur, the Farm in the City petting 
zoo has gathered together 20 different types 
of rodents to honour the Year of the Rat. The 
exhibition will run through January and February 
and includes Capybaras from the Amazon, 
the African crested porcupine, and the African 
dormouse, to name but a few of the starring 
creatures.

Source: Infosurhoy (25/Jan/2020), https://
infosurhoy.com/news/malaysias-mini-zoo-puts-
on-rodent-show-for-year-of-the-rat/ 

TAIWAN: RODENT RESCUES WITH THE YEAR 
OF THE RAT 
With 2020 being the Year of the Rat, Taipei’s 
Rodent Care Association is expecting that many 
pet rodents will be purchased and abandoned this 
year. With the last Year of the Rat, many rodents 
where purchased as it was considered good 
luck and could attract wealth. Thus people are 
not buying the rodents as pets or for the love of 
animals, more for selfish personal interest. People 
often buy many rodents at the one time and are 
surprised at how quickly they breed. Ideally one 
rodent should be in the one cage to prevent this 
happening. The main rodent that is bought are 
hampters.

Source: Taipei Times (22/Jan/2020), 
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/feat/
archives/2020/01/22/2003729661 

SINGAPORE: COCKROACH IN DRINK 
A man was having dinner at Kopitam food court 
in Jurong East MRT station on 19/Jan and ordered 
an ice milk tea. After taking a slurp of the drink he 
felt a ‘jelly-like’ substance in his mouth, which he 
spat out and found it was a cockroach. Naturally 
images of the cockroach were quickly shared 
on social media. When the management of the 
facility was informed, pest management teams 
were immediately mobilised. 

Source: Stomp (22/Jan/2020), https://stomp.
straitstimes.com/singapore-seen/pest-control-
activated-after-diner-finds-cockroach-in-teh-
peng-at-kopitiam-outlet-in 

BANGLADESH: MOSQUITO PROBLEM 
INCREASES 
The capital of Bangladesh, Dhaka, is continuing 
to have major mosquito issues. Last year there 
was extensive dengue virus activity, while this 
year mosquitoes are becoming much worse. 
Furthermore, efforts by the local government 
are reported to have had little effect. Many locals 
are claiming that the mosquitoes are so bad that 
repellents are not providing much protection and 
that mosquito coils are required during the day 
time. It is claimed that water pools are not being 
cleaned up by the city corporation and have 
become mosquito breeding grounds.

Source: The Independent (22/Jan/2020), http://
www.theindependentbd.com/post/233342 
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AUSTRALIA: SAUSAGES AND DOGS TO 
COMBAT ELECTRIC ANTS 
Electric ants were first found in Australia during 
2006 from Cairns in northern Queensland. The 
ant is very small yet packs a very powerful sting 
that can incapacitate animals much larger than 
itself. It was recently found that a particular type 
of sausage, Don Skinless Footy Franks, is highly 
attractive to the ants. By laying baits made from 
the sausage it is possible to detect the ant and 
then eradicate the nest. Electric ant detection 
dogs are also employed to hunt out nests and 
these are used in conjunction with the sausage 
bait detection process. The dogs, which can detect 
a single ant, are used post treatment to determine 
if any ants are left.

Source: ABC News (21/Jan/2020), https://www.
abc.net.au/news/2020-01-21/sausage-and-dogs-
leading-fight-against-electric-ants-fnq/11885068 

HONG KONG: THE BATTLE AGAINST RATS 
CONTINUE 
A large campaign against rats was initiated last 
year through the Hong Kong government with 
over 10,000 rats captured. Now the government 
is looking towards new technologies including 
heat sensors, night vision equipment, and artificial 
intelligence. The aim is to try and find rodent 
nests which can then be treated. Much of this 
campaign has been due to the emergence of the 
rat hepatitis virus, with a number of locals dying 
from this disease.

Source: Coconuts (21/Jan/2020), https://
coconuts.co/hongkong/news/hong-kong-eyeing-
high-tech-upgrades-in-forever-war-on-rat-kind/ 

MYANMAR: HUNDREDS OF SNAKES 
RELEASED TO FIGHT RODENTS 
In Yangon, the state government has provide 
villages with hundreds of snakes to combat the 
rat infestation that is destroying local rise crops. 
The snakes are a non-venomous variety. Villagers 
were also provided with rat traps and poison. The 
rat problem has being ongoing for the last three 
years and have destroyed many hectares of crop.

Source: The Irrawaddy (21/Jan/2020), www.
irrawaddy.com/news/burma/hundreds-snakes-
released-myanmars-shan-state-fight-rampaging-
rodents.html 

COOK ISLANDS: ADVERSE WEATHER 
HAMPERS MOSQUITO SPRAYING 
Due to local dengue cases, there were plans 
to undertake mosquito spraying at all schools 
in Rarotonga prior to the new term in 2020 
beginning. However, with all the rain and humid 
weather, all spraying operations have been 
curtailed. Last year some 126 dengue cases were 
recorded in the Cook Island, with 122 of these 
from the capital Rarotonga.

Source: Cook Island News (20/Jan/2020), 
http://www.cookislandsnews.com/national/
health/item/75625-weather-hinders-mosquito-
spraying/75625-weather-hinders-mosquito-
spraying 

AUSTRALIA: ENDANGERED BIRDS RELEASED 
AFTER SUCCESSFUL RODENT ERADICATION  
The Lord Howe Island rodent eradication program 
has featured on numerous occasions within the 
News section of the FAOPMA Magazine. Basically 
this was the first rat eradication campaign 
conducted on an inhabited island. The rats 
were killing huge numbers of native animals, 
especially birds, hence the program. Following 
the completion of the successful operation, the 
endangered Lord Howe Island woodhen has been 
released back to the island. Also released was a 
type of currawong, which is another bird native to 
the island. Rodent monitoring will be conducted 
for two years following the mass baiting program 
that began in 2019.

Source:  ABC News (19/Jan/2020), www.
abc.net.au/news/2020-01-18/lord-howe-
woodhens-returned-to-island-after-rodent-
eradication/11869230 

AUSTRALIA: ASSASSIN SPIDER FEARED 
EXTINCT FOLLOWING KANGAROO ISLAND 
BUSHFIRES 
Assassin spiders are an ancient group and one 
tiny species that is only 2mm tall, is only found on 
Kangaroos Island in southern Australia. Following 
the massive bushfires that decimated the island, 
fears are that the species could be lost for ever 
as its entire habitat was burnt out. While some 
species can survive fires under surfaces or in the 
ground, this species lives in the leaf litter on the 
forest floor. This is one of a number of species that 
are feared extinct after the recent devastating 
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bush fires across Australia. 
Source:  ABC News (17/Jan/2020), www.abc.net.au/
news/science/2020-01-18/assassin-spider-extinct-
kangaroo-island/11876294 

GENETICALLY ENGINEERED MOSQUITOES 
IMMUNE TO DENGUE 
Scientists in Melbourne, Australia, have developed 
a strain of Aedes aegypti mosquito that is resistant 
to all four strains of dengue virus. Basically the 
researchers inserted a gene from the human 
immune system into the mosquitoes’ genetic 
material. When mosquitoes bloodfeed, antibodies 
from the gene activate, destroying the dengue 
virus. In order to tell which mosquitoes have the 
gene, the researchers also inserted a gene that 
causes the eyes to glow under ultraviolet light. 
Trials will now need to be conducted to ensure 
that the modified mosquito is safe for release.

Source:  ABC News (17/Jan/2020), www.abc.
net.au/news/science/2020-01-17/genetically-
engineered-mosquitoes-immune-to-all-dengue-
strains/11871446?section=science 

NEW ZEALAND: AUCKLAND WOMEN WINS 
COMPENSATION OVER RODENTS 
A rental property in Auckland, New Zealand, was 
overrun with mice. The resident was forced to eat 
takeaways as she did not feel safe in the kitchen. 
She took her case to the rental tribunal and was 
awarded NZD$1,765 (USD$) from her property 
manager.

Source:  New Zealand Herald (19/Jan/2020), 
www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_
id=1&objectid=12301571 

HONG KONG: LUXURY WATCHES FOR THE 
YEAR OF THE RAT 
Several luxury watch companies have released 
time pieces for the Year of the Rat. These include 
Harry Winston, Vacheron Constantin, Paerai, and 
Jaquet Droz. If you need to ask “how much’, you 
probably cannot afford these!

Source: Hong Kong Tatler (16/Jan/2020), https://
hk.asiatatler.com/style/luxury-watches-that-
celebrate-the-year-of-the-rat 

TWO BILLION MOSQUITO NETS DELIVERED 
In an effort to fight global malaria, two billion bed 
nets have been distributed around the world by 
the RBM Partnership. It is claimed that bed nets 

have helped to reduce malaria in Africa by 68 
percent and that 61 percent of pregnant women 
and children under five now sleep under nets 
[SLD: one of the big problems that we are finding 
now is that insecticide resistant bed bugs are 
using the nets has harbourages. Many people are 
associating the nets with bed bugs and their bites 
and stopped using the nets. Increases in malaria 
cases are now being seen].

Source: Premium Times (16/Jan/2020), 
www.premiumtimesng.com/health/health-
news/372921-two-billion-mosquito-nets-
delivered-worldwide.html 

NAME A COCKROACH AFTER YOUR LOVER! 
At Bronx Zoo in New York City for this Valentine’s 
Day, you can name a cockroach after your lover. 
However, you may wish instead to name them 
after your enemy, boss, or mother-in-law! Your 
choice. It will only cost your USD$15 to have your 
intended victim name linked to a Madagascan 
Hissing Cockroach. An alternative is to buy a 
cockroach gift pack, which includes a printed 
certificate, socks and roach candle (not sure if 
it smells like roaches or made out of them!) All 
money raised will go to support the upkeep of the 
cockroach.

Source: Nova96.9 (16/Jan/2020), www.novafm.
com.au/lifestyle/you-can-name-a-cockroach-after-
your-ex-enemies-and-boss-thanks-to-this-zoo/ 

TIPS FOR DRESSING LIKE A RODENT DURING 
THE YEAR OF THE RAT! 
Fashion magazine, Harper’s Bazaar, is providing 
a few tips in how to dress like a rat during the 
Year of the Rat. They recommend shades of 
browns and greys to look positive rodent like and 
recommend pieces from icon clothing brands 
such as Prada, Dior, Stella McCartney, and Gucci. 
Looking like a rodent does not come cheap!

Source: Harper’s Bazaar (16/Jan/2020), www.
harpersbazaar.com.sg/fashion/how-to-dress-like-
a-rat-for-the-year-of-the-rat/ 

AUSTRALIA: BLITZ ON ELECTRIC ANTS IN 
KURANDA 
Electric ants were recently found in Kuranda 
in Tropical North Queensland. Biosecurity 
Queensland were encouraging locals to be 
involved in a campaign to identify all colonies 
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with a view to eliminating them. Locals can 
become surveillance volunteers, or register for 
a free check at their home and use a self-survey 
kit. Electric ants are a significant health and 
agricultural pest.

Source: Queensland Country Life (15/
Jan/2020): www.queenslandcountrylife.com.au/
story/6581469/blitz-on-electric-ants-on-this-
weekend-in-kuranda/ 

ACTRESS SUES CRUISE LINE OVER BED BUGS 
American actress, Connie Flores, one of the 
stars of the Netflix hit Marriage Story, is suing 
Princess Cruises after claiming to have been 
being bitten by bed bugs on a cruise from Los 
Angeles to Mexico. The lawsuit was filed by the 
most successful legal company in the world on 
bed bug litigation, My Bed Bug Lawyer (see story 
on the lead attorney, Brian Virag, in the January 
issue of FAOPMA Magazine). Mrs Flores claims the 
bed bug bites were so bad that she had to go to 
hospital for treatment, and that bed bugs were 
coming out of the pillows and the mattress, and 
that her husband is suffering emotional trauma 
from the incidence. The law case claims that the 
cruise line failed to protect their passengers from 
harm [SLD: most of us in the bed bug world or 
pest management industry would know that bed 
bugs on cruise ships has been a major problem. 
This may get much worse with the tremendous 
growth in the cruise line industry].

Source: Travel Pulse (15/Jan/2020), www.
travelpulse.com/news/cruise/actress-sues-cruise-
line-over-bed-bug-infestation.html; The US Sun 
(15/Jan/2020), www.the-sun.com/news/271031/
marriage-story-actress-connie-flores-bed-
bugs-celebrity-cruises/ ; Daily Mail Australia (15/
Jan/2020), www.dailymail.co.uk/video/news/
video-2089920/Video-Connie-Flores-finds-bed-
bugs-crawling-Princess-cruise-line.html 

THAILAND: FUNNY TERMITE COMMERCIAL 
A new video commercial from the insecticide 
company Chaindrite shows how their termite 
spray is slow acting allowing the chemical to 
be passed from one termite to another. Worth 
watching for the very funny ending. Already this 
has almost three million views on YouTube.

Source: Boing Boing (15/Jan/2020), https://
boingboing.net/2020/01/15/thailand-termite-

spray-commerc.html or direct from Youtube: 
https://youtu.be/aXP3C5Kg-7whttps://youtu.be/
aXP3C5Kg-7w 

SINGAPORE: MORE DENGUE REPORTED 
There were 345 cases of dengue virus reported 
during the second week of 2020, which followed 
on a decline in cases late last year. According 
to the National Environmental Agency, this has 
been due to warmer temperatures. What is more 
concerning is that a different type of dengue 
virus has been detected. Almost 16,000 cases of 
dengue virus were reported in 2019 [SLD: there 
are four types of dengue, infection with more than 
one type significantly increases the risk of the 
more severe manifestations of the disease].

Source: CAN (15/Jan/2020), www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/dengue-
cases-singapore-increase-2020-dengue3-
detected-12265802 

GUAM: DISTRIBUTION OF 5,000 REPELLENT 
SPRAYS 
Around 5,000 repellent sprays are going to be 
given out in Dededo in Guam to combat locally 
acquired dengue virus. The Governor of the island 
nation, Mr Lou Leon Guerrero, personally visited 
several homes in the area and taught residents 
how to properly apply the spray. One of the issues 
has been the amount of rubbish in the area which 
provided receptacles for mosquito breeding. The 
government has now assisted in removing this 
rubbish. The repellent was donated to Guam from 
the non-profit CDC Foundation and shipped to 
Guam by SC Johnson.

Source: Pacific Daily News (15/Jan/2020), www.
guampdn.com/story/news/local/2020/01/15/
distribution-mosquito-sprays-begin/4470799002/ 

DENGUE VACCINE TRIAL: EARLY RESULTS 
As you would have seen in past news items in 
the FAOPMA Magazine, the mosquito-borne 
virus dengue infects hundreds of millions of 
people annually, with tens of thousands of 
deaths. Furthermore, the virus is on the increase 
with around 40% of the world’s population 
at risk of contracting this potentially deadly 
disease. Combatting dengue has involved a 
multi-disciplinary approach, including the use of 
vaccines. So far only a limited number have been 
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produced and some have had safety issues. The 
latest from the company Takeda Pharmaceutical 
is showing promise. A clinical trial has shown 
the vaccine can protect against all four forms of 
dengue. Furthermore, dengue illness was reduced 
by 73.3% in children 18 months after receiving the 
second dose of the vaccine and hospitalization 
has been reduced by 90.4%. It is still early days 
in the trials and while the results are promising, 
it is worth noting that 100% protection was not 
achieved. Thus vector control and bite prevention 
still needs to be maintained. 

Source: ProMED Digest (15/Jan/2020), Vol. 91(36).

DENGUE SUPRESSED BY ZIKA VIRUS 
INFECTION 
Both dengue and Zika viruses are transmitted by 
mosquitoes and are closely related. Following 
the wave of Zika virus through South and Central 
America during 2015-2016, researchers examined 
the incidence of dengue virus in the region. It was 
found that the numbers of dengue cases were 
much reduced, suggesting some form of cross 
protection [SLD: the real question is, which virus is 
the lesser of the two evils?]

Source: ProMED Digest (15/Jan/2020), Vol. 91(36).

NEW ZEALAND: ACTOR WAKES UP WHEN 
ATTACKED BY RAT 
Ross Campbell is a well-known actor in New 
Zealand. Recently he woke up during the middle 
of the night with blood flowing into his mouth. 
He later discovered that a rat had bitten him on 
the lip. When he went back to sleep, the rodent 
decided to attack the actor’s thumb. After turning 
his bed over, he found live rats underneath, and so 
moved to the couch. The actor blames the rodents 
on new development work across the road from 
where he lives.

Source: Daily Mail Australia (15/Jan/2020), www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7888737/New-
Zealand-actor-Ross-Campbell-recalls-moment-
awoke-rat-bit-chewed-mouth.html 

INDIA: HYDERABAD TO STEPUP UP 
MOSQUITO BATTLE 
The Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation 
(GHMC) are stepping up their battle against 
mosquitoes and mosquito-borne disease with the 
purchase of more equipment and more people 

being employed to undertake the control. The 
GHMC now has 100 anti-larval and special fogging 
units. Thermal fogging and indoor spraying with 
pyrethrum is being undertaken in 50 houses 
around properties where disease notification 
occurs to contain the spread of mosquito-borne 
diseases. All homeowners are asked to observe a 
‘dry’ day where they are required to discard items 
and ensure there are no larval breeding areas. 
Mosquito trapping devices have been set up 
through the areas to monitor mosquito numbers.

Source: Telangana Today (15/Jan/2020), https://
telanganatoday.com/ghmc-to-intensify-anti-
mosquito-battle 

RAT’S BRAIN ATTACKED BY PARASITE, 
MAKING THEM FEARLESS 
A parasite known as Toxoplasma gondii affects 
rodents in a most unusual matter; they lose their 
fear of cats and are more likely eaten. The parasite 
than infects the cat! Toxoplasma infects humans 
and pregnant women are especially vulnerable as 
the parasite can be passed onto the unborn child. 
This can lead to blindness and brain damage in 
the developing foetus. Pregnant women should 
wear gloves when gardening to avoid picking up 
the parasite.

Source: AAAS Science (14/Jan/2020), www.
sciencemag.org/news/2020/01/brain-parasite-
may-strip-away-rodents-fear-predators-not-just-
cats 

INDIA: NEW FATAL CASE OF THE TICK-BORNE 
VIRUS, KYASANUR FOREST DISEASE 
A 58-year old women has died from Kyasanur 
Forest disease, which is a tick-borne pathogen. 
Contact with infected animals, notably monkeys 
can also lead to contracting the virus. The woman 
was from Seegemakki village in Tumari Gram 
Panchayat limits in Sagar. So far in the region, 
seven cases have been reported for 2020.

Source: ProMED-ahead Digest (13/Jan/2020), Vol. 
90(24).

SLIPPERY PAINTS TO STOP TERMITES 
Research undertaken in the Netherlands using 
slippery paints are suggesting that insects such as 
termites may not be able to obtain a grip on the 
building, causing them to slide off. Many insects 
have a sticky solution on their feet enabling them 
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to climb smooth surfaces. Some paints were 
found to absorb the foot fluid, preventing the 
insects from gripping. Further work is required 
before these paints could be commercialised for 
insect management.

Source: Sourceable Net (13/Jan/2020), https://
sourceable.net/slippery-paints-could-help-stop-
building-termite-damage/ 

JUSTIN BIEBER INFECTED WITH TICK-BORNE 
DISEASE 
Pop music sensation, Justin Bieber, announced 
that he is battling Lyme disease, which is spread 
by ticks. He claims that the disease has affected his 
“skin, brain function, energy, and overall health”. 
Lyme disease is caused by a spirochaete bacteria 
that is transmitted by certain tick species that 
occur across the Northern Hemisphere. Symptoms 
include rashes, fevers, muscle and joint aches, 
fatigue, and if untreated can lead to neurological 
and arthritic complications. The disease is not fatal 
and can be treated with antibiotics.

Source: The Asian Age (13/Jan/2020), www.
asianage.com/life/more-features/130120/tick-talk.
html 

AUSTRALIA: RODENTS LOVE CRICKET 
APPARENTLY! 
Famous cricketer Mark Waugh, who played 128 
test matches for Australia, recently revealed that 
a rat ate his famous ‘baggy green’. This is the 
cap awarded to test players when selected for 
their country and they are only ever given one. 
Teammate Shane Warne, considered the world’s 
greatest spin bowler, sold his hat for more than 
an astonishing AUD$1,000,000, with all proceeds 
going to the bush fire appeal.

Source: Wide World of Sports (13/Jan/2020), 
https://wwos.nine.com.au/cricket/mark-waugh-
baggy-green-consumed-by-rat/2e5065a5-c067-
4c62-b0c3-330857a2ad9e 

HONG KONG: ADDITIONAL RAT HEPATITIS E 
VIRUS INFECTION 
There has been an additional case of a human 
infected with Rat Hepatitis E virus (HEV). The latest 
was a 17-year old male who was admitted to 
hospital but sadly passed away in late December. 
The patient lived in the Kwai Tsing District. The 
source of the virus has yet to be determined.

Source: Outbreak News Today (11/Jan/2020), 
http://outbreaknewstoday.com/hong-reports-
additional-rat-hepatitis-e-virus-infection-93616/ 

AUSTRALIA: COMPETITIVE PEST SERVICES 
ACQUIRED BIRD PREVENTION SPECIALISTS 
Competitive Pest Services has acquired New 
South Wales’ based company Bird Prevention 
Specialists. Both organisations are Australian 
owned and have 25 years of bird control 
experience. The company has offices in all eastern 
states of the country.

Source: Gary Journeaux (11/Jan/2020), via email.

AUSTRALIA: COMPUTER TECHNICIAN 
HORRIFIED THAT MACBOOK PRO WAS FULL 
OF COCKROACHES 
A computer technician from the Central Coast of 
NSW in Australia was horrified to discover that 
when he opened a MacBook Pro for servicing 
that it was full of cockroaches, eggs, and faeces. 
Accordingly, the technician dubbed it a ‘PooBook 
Pro’! Before he undid the screws he could hear 
something moving in the computer. According to 
the technician, cockroaches in computers are one 
of the leading causes of motherboard failures as 
the faeces corrodes the metal [SLD: perhaps the 
roaches were eating the Apple?]

Source: The Daily Mail (11/Jan/2020), www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7875141/Computer-
repairman-finds-MacBook-Pro-laptop-infested-
cockroaches-eggs-faeces.html 

MALAYSIA: RODENT MEAT CONFISCATED 
A many from Myanmar was caught trying to 
smuggle dried rat meat into Malaysia at the 
Penang International Airport on 9/Feb. He did 
not have an import permit and there were no 
health certificates for the meat. Thus it could not 
be proved that it was free of human pathogens. 
The man could be subjected to a fine of up to 
RM100,000 (USD$24,200) or could face a jail 
term of up to six years [SLD: with the current 
coronavirus outbreak, immigration and customs 
around the world will be even more vigilant in 
ensuring that illegal food substances will be 
prevented from entering countries. It is easy for 
an animal pathogen to jump into the human 
population as we have seen on a number of 
occasions in recent years.]
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Source: The Star (10/Jan/2020), www.thestar.
com.my/news/nation/2020/02/10/rats-mans-bid-
to-smuggle-rodent-meat-foiled 

INDIA: TWO NEW SPECIES OF TERMITES 
DISCOVERED 
Two new species of termites were discovered 
in the Western Ghats of Kerala. These are 
called Krishnacapritermes dineshan and 
Krishnacapritermes manikandan, named after 
field staff at the Western Ghats Regional 
Centre, Kozhikode, who collected the termites. 
The termites do not live on wood, rather in 
the soil are thus not a pest species. There are 
now four termites belonging to the genus 
Krishnacapritermes. There are 172 endemic species 
of termites in India.

Source: Mongabay (9/Jan/2020), https://india.
mongabay.com/2020/01/two-new-termite-
species-discovered-from-the-western-ghats/ 

MALAYSIA: COCKROACHES IN POPULAR 
RESTAURANT IN GEORGE TOWN 
A restaurant popular with tourist in George 
Town has been sealed off by health inspectors 
after cockroaches and rodents were found in the 
kitchen. In one image, cockroaches can be clearly 
seen in broken wall tiles directly next to a food 
preparation area (see images in link below). The 
premise was ordered to be shut for 14 days until 
sanitation was improved.

Source: FMT News (9/Jan/2020), www.
freemalaysiatoday.com/category/
nation/2020/01/09/cockroaches-crawl-out-of-
wall-at-famous-nasi-kandar-shops-kitchen/ 

UAE: MASSIVE INCREASE IN MOSQUITOES AT 
DUBAI 
A massive surge in mosquito numbers has been 
reported by residents of Dubai in the UAE. One 
woman had to rush her baby to hospital due to 
a severe allergic response to the bites. It is not 
unusual for mosquitoes to be bad at this time 
of the year, which is a result of a combination 
of cooling weather and stagnant water. Local 
authorities are controlling the adults via fogging, 
although the article failed to mention any larval 
control efforts.

Source: Gulf News (8/Jan/2020), https://gulfnews.
com/uae/massive-surge-of-mosquitoes-are-back-

in-dubai-bugging-residents-1.1578482403748 

USA: BED BUGS LET LOOSE IN WALMART 
STORE 
Around the New Year, bed bugs were found in a 
clothing section of a Walmart Store in Edinboro, 
in Washing Township in the US. A vial containing 
several dead bed bugs was found in the men’s 
department, while another was found with live 
bed bugs. The matter has been turned over to 
the police who are now scrutinising surveillance 
videos. Ecolab was called into to investigate the 
issue and found live bed bugs, confirming the 
insect’s identity. 

Source: Allied News (8/Jan/2020), www.
alliednews.com/news/local_news/who-let-bed-
bugs-loose-inside-an-edinboro-store/article_
dad3551f-e0e1-5d9a-910f-e94ad62a1ca0.html 

SHAZAM! A NEW WAY TO COMBAT 
MOSQUITOES 
Scientists in the United Kingdom have developed 
a tool called ‘Humbug’ that uses smartphones to 
record the sound of mosquitoes which can then 
identify them by the tone of their buzzing. The 
tool is being trialled in several African nations. 
The tool can also determine the number of 
mosquitoes in the recording. This can give an idea 
of not only the species type, but its prevalence 
within a region. The authors of the research have 
likened Humbug to popular apps such as Shazam 
that can determine what song is playing.

Source: The Telegraph (8/Jan/2020), www.
telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-
disease/scientists-develop-shazam-mosquitoes-
bid-combat-deadly-diseases/ 

USA: THE NEW YOUTUBE STAR – SALAD RAT! 
In recent years, rats have been filmed dragging 
pizzas, donuts, bagels, and even coffee cups into 
their lairs. The latest YouTube sensation is of a rat 
in the New York subway dragging a salad bowl 
away. The video is in the link below. Is this the 
start of a new health diet fad by our furry rodent 
friends?

Source: Daily Mail Australia (7/Feb/2020), www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7974443/Arugula-
Rat-Healthy-vermin-spotted-hauling-SALAD-
BOWL-New-York-subway-tracks.html 
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UK: NEW GUIDE FOR CONTROLLING MICE 
RELEASED BY BPCA 
The British Pest Control Association has just 
released a new guide for the control of mice. 
The guide covers the problems that mice can 
cause as well as the range of species that may 
be encountered within the UK. Information on 
the various methods of eradication are included. 
The document can be directly downloaded from: 
https://bpca.org.uk/write/MediaUploads/Pages/
A-Z/Mice/BPCA_Miffed_about_Mice_PestAware_
Advice_Sheet.pdf 

Source: BPCA (7/Jan/2020), https://bpca.org.uk/
News-and-Blog/mouse-control-how-to-get-rid-of-
and-prevent-mice-bpca-a-z-of-pests-/189003 

INDIA: RAINS HERALD FEAR OF MOSQUITO-
BORNE DISEASE OUTBREAK 
Heavy rains in January in Hyderabad have resulted 
in major mosquito breeding in the region. One 
of the issues is that the drains are blocked by 
an accumulation of rubbish thrown out by the 
residents, according to a local government official. 
There is also water pooling on main roads and 
inside residential areas, providing ample habitat 
for mosquitoes. 

Source: Deccan Chronicle (4/Jan/2020), 
www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-
affairs/040120/mosquito-menace-is-back.html 

INDIA: AIRLINES ASKED TO COMPENSATE 
PASSENGERS WHO FOUND A COCKROACH 
ON FLIGHT 
Two passengers travelled on an IndiGo airline 
flight from Pune to Dehli in 2018. However, they 
found a cockroach under their seat. They told 
an airline representative and suggested that the 
plane should be treated, but this request was 
refused. The passengers then lodged a complaint 
with the Pune District Consumer Disputes 
Redressal Forum, who directed the airlines to 
refund the airline tickets with 9% interest and 
were fined Rs50,000 (USD$706) in compensation. 
According to the story below, an airline official 
stated that finding a cockroach was “not a serious 
offence” [SLD: if this is true, the airline needs to 
educate their staff!]

Source: hinustandtimes (3/Jan/2020), www.
hindustantimes.com/pune-news/indigo-
asked-to-recompense-two-travellers-who-
found-cockroach-on-pune-delhi-flight/story-
17asg0S18UkUgNDs4IXh4J.html 

NEW STAMPS FEATURING RATS 
Singapore has released a new set of stamps 
honouring the Year of the Rat. These have gone 
on sale from 8th Jan. There are two denominations 
for the stamps; S$0.30 and S$1.40. Christmas 
Island, a territory of Australia, has also released 
three stamps for the start of the Year of the Rat. 
In this case they are priced at AUD$1.10, 2.50, 
and 3.30. While more recently China has also 
launched a series of very cute stamps at different 
denominations. The United Nations Postal 
Administration launched a Year of the Rat series 
on 14/Jan.

Sources: Today (3/Jan/2020), www.todayonline.
com/singapore/singpost-issues-new-stamps-
usher-year-rat; Australia Post (6/Jan/2020), 
https://australiapostcollectables.com.au/articles/
special-collectables-for-the-year-of-the-rat ; The 
Beiginger (8/Jan/2020), www.thebeijinger.com/
blog/2020/01/09/china-post-releases-cute-
collectible-rat-stamps-in-lead-up-to-cny; (14/
Jan/2020), www.un.int/news/celebrate-chinese-
new-year-year-rat-stamps 

NORTH AMERICA: TOP BED BUG CITIES 
Orkin, the large US based pest management firm, 
released their top 25 bed bug cities for Canada 
and top 50 in 2019 for the US, based on their 
company’s number of treatments. The top 5 in 
Canada from the 5th most infested to the first in 
order are: Ottawa, St. Johns, Vancouver, Winnipeg, 
and Toronto takes the number 1 spot. It is perhaps 
no surprise which city in the US is number 1, after 
all which has the biggest parasite? Washington 
DC! This is followed by Baltimore, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, and Columbus.

Sources: Orkin (Jan/2020), www.orkincanada.ca/
blog/canadas-top-25-bed-bug-cities/ and https://
www.orkin.com/press-room/orkins-2020-bed-
bug-cities 
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