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A Lesson from COVID

It seems somewhat ironic that the one 
common thread uniting all of humanity at 
present is a global disease outbreak. Yet, if all 

countries had worked more closely together prior 
to the pandemic, then perhaps its effects would 
have been much lessened. Unfortunately COVID-19 
has highlighted many deficiencies, least of all the 
poor state of leadership in many top positions 
around the world. The sad fact is that these failings 
have directly led to the death of so many people.

Yet there are countries that have done a 
tremendous job at battling COVID-19 and the 
strategies these nations have employed can be 
used as a model for effective pest management. 
Thus what lessens can be learnt? Without a 
question the best teacher has been Taiwan. 

Taiwan is barely 140x400km, with a population 
of 24 million. To date (1/May/2020) they have had 
just 429 cases with 6 deaths. So what has their 
strategy been? With the first case the country 
undertook quarantine measures, contact tracing of 
infected individuals was initiated, they increased 
surveillance through health checks, implemented 
physical distancing, introduced the mandatory 
wearing of face masks when using public 
transport, and they ramped up PPE production. 
There was also high degree of coordination 
between government departments, consistent 
messaging via the media (with disinformation 
denounced), and expert advice followed.

Thus preparation, increased surveillance, factual 
information, and evidence based solutions. 
Perhaps the most important argument for Taiwan’s 
approach is that while the initial cost was high, in 
the end not only has the country saved thousands 
of lives, the strategy has prevented the loss of 
potentially billions of dollars. All of these points 
are the basis of sound pest management! Thus by 
detecting early and acting quickly, the infestation 
is more easily controlled and costs reduced.

The other component of acting early is proper 
education of all stakeholders. This is the prime 
aim of the FAOPMA Magazine. Not only do we 
have a COVID-19 special in this issue (rather than 
the Climate Change special as promised in the 
last issue - but who could have predicted he 
pandemic?), but there are a range of articles that 
will improve your knowledge.

Unfortunately I envisage the next few years 
will be tough for the industry and only the 
strongest and most skilled will survive. If you have 
experienced a downturn in business, or are in 
lockdown, use your time wisely and learn.

Stephen Doggett (Chief Editor)
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