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News Items
A Compendium of Pest Management News Items from the Media Relevant to 

FAOPMA Member Countries
Compiled by Stephen L. Doggett and David Lilly

BIZARRE STORY: VET PERFORMS SURGERY 
ON COCKROACH DUE TO BIRTH 
COMPLICATIONS 

A Russian veterinarian performed surgery on a pet 
cockroach that developed complications while 
giving birth. It appears that the ootheca (egg case) 
was causing issues. The vets used a combination of 
anaesthetics and painkillers, and the surgery was a 
success; mum and nymphs are all now doing well. 
   Source: LatestLY (30/Dec/2019): https://www.
latestly.com/social-viral/russian-mans-pet-
cockroach-gets-pregnancy-complications-vets-
perform-surgery-watch-video-1432944.html 

AUSTRALIA: WEE LOVING ANTS! 
A wildlife ecologist while camping on Kangaroo 
Island in southern Australia, noticed that a certain 
species of ants where attracted to a spot where she 
had urinated on in the previously evening. The ants 
locally are called ‘sugar’ ants, although many pest 
managers know them as ‘carpenter’ ants, belong to 
the species Camponotus terebrans. Following on this 
observation, the ecologist has since found that the 
ants are attracted to the urea in the urine, which is 
high a source of nitrogen. The island itself has soils 
that are very low in nutrients and to compensate for 
this the ants feed on the urine of kangaroos, which 
are abundant on the island. Perhaps this insight 
could provide a new means of ant control to the 
future? 
   Source: AAAS (26/Dec/2019): www.sciencemag.
org/news/2019/12/it-s-nature-s-sports-drink-ants-

live-urine-dry-australian-island 

SINGAPORE: NEW APP FOR DETERMINING 
WORST MOSQUITO AREAS 
If you were ever concerned over which areas of 
Singapore had the worst mosquito problems then 
you can download the ‘myENV’ app that is produced 
by the National Environmental Agency of Singapore. 
You can set the app to send out weekly notifications 
on the mosquito issues in your area. The app came 
about due to the dramatic increase in dengue cases 
this year. 
   Source: CAN (20/Dec/2019): www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/mosquito-
population-high-area-dengue-app-nea-12200802 

NEW SCENT TO ATTRACT MOSQUITOES 
Scientists have discovered a new scent that 
can attract mosquitoes; Geosmin. This attracts 
mosquitoes that are looking for a water source to 
lay eggs. By attracting the female, both it and the 
larvae that hatch out from the eggs can be trapped 
and killed. The only challenge is that Geosmin is 
difficult to obtain and expensive to buy. One source 
of this chemical is beetroot and in fact, water with 
beetroot peelings was found more attractive to 
mosquitoes. This work may lead to novel ways to 
control mosquitoes in the future. 
   Source: Cision PR Newswire (16/Dec/2019): www.
prnewswire.com/news-releases/scientists-bait-
mosquitoes-with-one-of-earths-most-common-
scents-300975453.html 
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US: ATTEMPTS TO BAN OF RODENT CONTROL 
PRODUCTS 
An environmental group in California is attempting 
to ban second generation anticoagulants. This 
follows on from a number of deaths of native 
animals and the fact that 70% of animals in 
California tested positive for these chemicals. A 
number of native animals are scavengers and will 
readily feed on poisoned rodents, and in turn be 
poisoned themselves.  
   Source: Saltwire Network (13/Dec/2019): www.
saltwire.com/news/world/environmental-
group-seeks-california-ban-on-super-toxic-rat-
poisons-387675/ 

AUSTRALIA: FIRE ANTS FOUND OUTSIDE 
BIOSECURITY ZONE 
The failure to completely eradicate fire ants in 
southeast Queensland, means that there spread 
will be inevitable. Recently, fire ants were found 
in a shipment of hay that was sourced from 
within the fire ant zone. This means that more 
stringent controls must be implemented to ensure 
movement of feed stock around the country does 
not inadvertently also lead to a spreading of the 
ant. Hay needs to be harvested in a certain fashion 
to minimize the risk. Penalties for moving fire ants, 
even accidently, are high being AUD$5,000 per 
offence. 
   Source: Queensland Country Life (12/Dec/2019): 
www.queenslandcountrylife.com.au/story/6539765/
fire-ant-infested-hay-found-outside-biosecurity-
zone/?cs=4785 

IOT or IOR? (INTERNET OF THINGS OR INTERNET 
OF RUBBISH?)  WHAT A LOT OF WIND! 
With proliferation of social media, it now possible to 
fabricate a story and have it become viral. Take the 
latest example, where it was claimed that a man’s 
farts were so lethal to mosquitoes, he was hired by 
a company to make a repellent (yes people believe 
this crud!). The story goes on to name a man called 
Joe from Uganda who could kill mosquitoes with his 
farts from a distance of 6m and that he has saved his 
fellow villagers from malaria. This is a totally made 
up story which has been mirrored on many web 
sites, plus would you really want a repellent made 
from his farts if they were so deadly? 
   Source: SW (12/Dec/2019): www.scoopwhoop.
com/humor/man-who-can-kill-mosquitoes-with-
his-lethal-farts-has-been-hired-to-make-mosquito-
repellents/ 

PAKISTAN: INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE PWIPM 
The Pakistan Professional Women in Pest 
Management (PPWIPM) held their first ever meeting 
bringing together some 42 women and was held in 
conjunction with the NPMA. The aim of the meeting 
was to support women’s involvement in the industry 
(SLD: hopefully in the future, it will be FAOPMA 
that will be initiating such meetings. It is time that 
FAOPMA took up the banner for women in the 
industry). 
   Source: Pest Management Professional (11/
Dec/2019): www.mypmp.net/2019/12/11/pakistan-
pwipm-holds-first-ever-meeting/ 

ASIA: THE SPREAD OF A TICK-BORNE VIRUS 
POSES RISKS TO PET OWNERS 
A tick-borne virus that was first identified in Japan 
some 6 years ago, is rapidly spreading through Asia. 
The virus is known is called SFTS after the symptoms 
is produces: severe fever with thrombocytopenia. 
The latter term refers to low blood platelets, which 
are important in clotting, and thus uncontrolled 
bleeding can be outcome of infection with the 
virus with a high fatality rate of 30%. As ticks are 
often picked up by pets, it is the owners who are 
at a higher risk of catching the virus. When the 
virus was first recognised in 2013, some 40 patients 
were identified, and it is expected there will be 
around 100 cases for the year in Japan. Cats can also 
succumb to the disease and death rate can be as 
high as 50% in our furry feline friends.  
   Source: The Telegraph (10/Dec/2019): www.
telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/
pet-owners-increased-risk-deadly-tick-borne-
disease-spreads/ 

SRI LANKA: WOLBACHIA INTRODUCED TO 
REDUCE DENGUE CASES 
The Sri Lankan Ministry of Health has approved 
the release of Wolbachia infected Aedes aegypti to 
reduce dengue virus transmission. This release will 
begin from next February and a pilot program will 
begin in Colombo and Nugegoda. This Wolbachia is 
part of the World Mosquito Program and has been 
highly successful in the initial releases in Australia 
and has resulted in the elimination of dengue in the 
release areas (see report below). 
   Source: Reliefweb (8/Dec/2019): https://reliefweb.
int/report/sri-lanka/govt-introduces-new-bacteria-
control-dengue 

WORLD MALARIA REPORT 2019 
Every year the World Health Organization releases 
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the annual ‘World Malaria Report’ which summarises 
the latest trends in this disease across the globe. 
In 2018, there were an estimated 228 million 
malaria cases worldwide, with Africa having the 
vast majority (213 million). South-east Asia had 
the next highest number, with around 7.7 million 
caes. Globally, the incidence of malaria has declined 
between 2010 and 2018, with a dramatic decrease 
during this period in south-east Asia (less than a 
third of the cases in 2018 compared with 2010). 
However in some African nations during these 
years, malaria cases have remained stable or even 
increased, in spite of active anti-malaria programs. 
There were an estimated 405,000 deaths in 2018, 
which represents a decrease over the last three 
years. Children under 5 are most vulnerable, 
accounting for 67% of all deaths. 
   Source: World Health Organization (4/Dec/2019): 
www.who.int/publications-detail/world-malaria-
report-2019 

THE ULTIMATE PEST CONTROLLER FILM: BUG 
If you are a fan for cheesy 1970 horror films, then 
you will love the news that the classic 1975 film 
‘Bug’ that features killer cockroaches, will be 
released on Blu-ray in March 2020. The premise of 
the story is that an earthquake releases a plague of 
assassin cockroaches and it is up to an entomologist 
to destroy the creatures, before they destroy 
humankind. Just a bit of trivia; the living room and 
kitchen used in the film, originally were sets that 
came from the Brady Bunch (I wonder if Marcia will 
make an appearance?) 
   Source: Dread Central (4/Dec/2019): www.
dreadcentral.com/news/314654/william-castles-
killer-cockroach-flick-bug-crawls-unto-blu-ray-in-
march-2020/ 

MALAYSIA: PLANS FOR INCREASED FINES FOR 
MOSQUITO BREEDING 
Currently the fine for companies caught breeding 
mosquitoes on their property is a meagre RM500 
(USD$120). The government is now looking to 
increase these fines as a result of the massive 
increase in dengue cases this year. So far this year to 
27/Nov, there have been 118,416 dengue cases with 
164 deaths, compared with 48,567 cases and 118 
deaths for the same period last year. Much of south 
east Asia has seen a similar increase in dengue cases. 
Wolbachia infected mosquitoes have been released 
at several locations in Malaysia and there are plans 
for further releases. 
   Source: The Star Online (2/Dec/2019): www.thestar.

com.my/news/nation/2019/12/02/dr-lee-more-
bite-in-fines-for-companies-found-breeding-aedes-
mosquitoes 

SINGAPORE: NEW WOLBACHIA FACILITY OPENS 
A new facility to breed Wolbachia infected 
mosquitoes was opened on 2/Dec. The facility is 
part of the National Environmental Agency’s (NEA) 
campaign to reduce the burden of dengue virus in 
Singapore. The SGD$5million laboratory is expected 
to produce five million mosquitoes per week. 
Many processes are automated and includes larval 
counters, pupa sorters that can separate male and 
female mosquitoes. While the facility will be water 
intensive (larvae obviously require water), 70% of 
the water will be recycled.  
   Source: CNA (2/Dec/2019): www.channelnewsasia.
com/news/singapore/wolbachia-mosquitoes-new-
facility-aedes-aegypti-dengue-12145012 

AUSTRALIA: FIRE ANTS DISCOVERED IN 
FREMANTLE 
Fire ants have become established in south 
east Queensland which has resulted in the 
initiation of a control program that has cost 
around AUD$330million and so far has failed to 
eradicate the species. It has been estimated that 
fire ants could cost the Queensland economy 
over AUD$45billion in impacts to the agricultural 
industry. For the first time, fire ants were discovered 
at Fremantle Port in Western Australia. Some six 
nests were found and destroyed. Surveys are now 
being conducted to determine the extent of the 
infestation. It is likely that the ant originated from 
outside of Australia rather than from Queensland. 
   Source: ABC News (28/Nov/2019): www.abc.net.au/
news/2019-11-28/potentially-deadly-red-imported-
fire-ants-found-fremantle-port/11746174  

SINGAPORE: DENGUE CASES RISE FIVE-FOLD 
FROM LAST YEAR 
According to the National Environmental Agency 
(NEA) in Singapore, dengue cases are up five-
fold from last year. From the start of the year to 
mid-November there were over 14,600 dengue 
notifications. There are still 76 dengue active areas 
and a Red Dengue Alert as been issued in Jurong 
West. There are concerns that cases could still 
spike towards the end of the year. Residents are 
being advised to cover floor traps and toilet bowls 
before travelling overseas, and that they should 
ask neighbours to check their property regularly 
for stagnant water. Over 700,000 inspections have 
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been undertaken by NEA staff, identifying almost 
12,000 mosquito breeding habitats. Around 6,300 
enforcement notices were issued by NEA staff to 
property owners over mosquito breeding. 
   Source: The Strait Times (28/Nov/2019): www.
straitstimes.com/singapore/dengue-cases-rise-five-
fold-from-last-year-nea-advises-public-to-mosquito-
proof-homes 

MALAYSIA: VIDEO OF RAT GONE VIRAL 
A video has gone viral on social media showing a 
rat in the window of a hawker shop sitting on and 
eating a cooked chicken that has been hung up for 
sale. It is believe that the video was captured at the 
Zoomic Electronics industrial park in Penang. 
   Source: Yahoo News (26/Nov/2019): https://
sg.news.yahoo.com/move-over-pizza-rat-
tom-072719314.html 

HOW ALL PEST 
MANAGERS SHOULD 
START THEIR LEGO 
COLLECTION – WITH 
A RAT 
The iconic company 
Lego, which has 
turned into a global 
phenomenon 
following several Lego 
inspired television 
series, has released its 
latest figurine; a rat! 
This was to honour the 
upcoming year of the rat in 2020. Lego traditionally 
releases an animal according to the lunar new year. 
Such sets normally retail for just over USD$10. 
   Source: Brick Fanatics (22/Nov/2019): www.
brickfanatics.com/lego-40355-year-of-the-rat-
revealed/ 

INDIA: KOLKATA TO USE DRONES AGAINST 
MOSQUITOES 
Kolkata Municipal Council is looking to use drones 
in its war against mosquitoes. The drone will take 
images of potential mosquito habitats and even 
spray insecticides. The drone will be especially useful 
on roof tops where access is extremely difficult, and 
in abandoned buildings and closed factories that are 
locked and largely inaccessible.  
   Source: Deccan Herald (22/Nov/2019): www.
deccanherald.com/national/east-and-northeast/
kolkata-municipal-to-kill-mosquito-using-drone-
report-778774.html 

AUSTRALIA: THE FIGHT AGAINST BAIRNSDALE 
(BURULI) ULCER 
In the region of the Mornington Peninsula, south of 
Melbourne, a mysterious fleshing-eating ulcer has 
been increasing affected residents in the region. 
The ulcer is caused by a bacteria, Mycobacteria, 
and the condition was originally called ‘Bairnsdale 
Ulcer’ after the location where the first patients 
where recognized. There are many questions about 
how it is spread – some believe that it is through 
the bite of mosquitoes. Initially some in the region 
were promoting widespread insecticide treatments, 
however as this would kill a lot of non-target 
species, including honey bees, the idea was roundly 
criticised and subsequently dismissed (SLD: and 
rightly so!). Now the strategy adopted is source 
reduction and experts will go house to house, 
to educate residents on how to avoid mosquito 
breeding. This will be just one component of a larger 
study to investigate the disease in the region. 
   Source: Mornington Peninsula The News 
(18/Nov/2019): http://www.mpnews.com.
au/2019/11/18/ulcer-fights-new-tactic/  

DENGUE UPDATE FOR 2019 
Afghanistan: the first case was detected in a traveller 
from India. 
Bangladesh: 97,801 cases with 251 deaths to 10/Nov. 
Japan: 2 local cases, the first since 2014. 
India: 67,377 cases and 48 deaths to 22/Oct. 
Indonesia: 110,921 cases to 1/Nov. 
Laos: 37,000 cases and 74 deaths to 14/Nov. 
Malaysia: 108,800 cases with 154 deaths to 30/Oct. 
Maldives: 4,420 cases. 
Micronesia: 826 cases to 15/Oct. 
Nepal: 4,426 cases up to 11/Oct, with 3 deaths. 
Pakistan: there has been a record high number with 
44,000 cases and 66 deaths to 6/Nov. 
Philippines: 371,717 cases and 1,407 deaths to 19/
Oct. 
Sri Lanka: there has been 65,583 cases and 80 deaths 
to 8/Nov. Colombo (14,033), Kalutara (6,109) and 
Kandy (5,403) were the most affected regions. 
Taiwan: 100 local cases to 9/Nov (458 imported 
cases). 
Thailand: 102,510 cases and 110 deaths to 15/Oct. 
Vietnam: 200,000 cases and 50 deaths to 1/Nov. 
Total for the above: 1,215,484 cases and 2,243 
deaths.  
   Sources: ProMED Digest (18/Nov/2019), Vol. 89(49) 
and Outbreak News Today (17/Oct/2019), http://
outbreaknewstoday.com/thailand-dengue-cases-
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top-100k-250-additional-chikungunya-cases-
reported-21520/ 

INDIA: TWO NEW SPECIES OF TERMITES 
DISCOVERED 
To date almost 300 species of termites have been 
described in India. Recently two new species 
were discovered; Krishnacapritermes dineshan and 
Krishnacapritermes manikandan, both from Kerala. 
Only around 12.5% termites are considered pests 
and neither of these two new species fall into this 
group. 
   Source: Research Matters (18/Nov/2019): https://
researchmatters.in/news/scientists-discover-two-
endemic-termite-species-western-ghats-kerala 

INDIA: WOMAN ASSAULTS HUSBAND OVER 
MOSQUITOES 
A woman in Ahmedabad was upset that her 
husband could not control the mosquito in their 
home. She became very upset after mosquitoes 
started to bite her while asleep. And so the wife 
attacked the man with a pestle from the kitchen. His 
daughter than joined in the action with a wooden 
bat that is used to clean clothes. Neighbours heard 
the ruckus and saved the man, who required several 
stitches above the eye. 
   Source: MirrorNowNewss (14/Nov/2019): www.
timesnownews.com/mirror-now/crime/article/
ahmedabad-woman-assaults-husband-after-he-
fails-to-curb-mosquito-menace/515452 

PIGEONS LOOSING TOES BECAUSE OF HUMAN 
HAIR 
Pigeons in many large cities often struggle to walk 
as they are missing toes. A group of researchers in 
Paris are suggesting that it may be due to human 
hair. They found that missing toes were more 
common in pigeons when in close proximity to 
hairdressers. It is thought that the hair wraps around 
the toes preventing blood flow causing the toe to 
die can fall off. Could this be a new form of pigeon 
control? 
   Source: CNN (14/Nov/2019): https://edition.cnn.
com/2019/11/14/europe/pigeon-toes-hair-study-
scli-intl-scn/index.html 

CHIKUNGUNYA UPDATE FOR 2019 
India: 343 cases to end of Sep/2019/ 
Myanmar: 97 cases to 21/Sep. 
Taiwan: 96 cases to 5/Oct, 21 locally acquired. 
Thailand: 9,085 cases to 9/Nov. 
   Source: ProMED-ahead Digest (13/Nov/2019), Vol. 

88(21)

PAKISTAN: CRIMEAN-CONGO HAEMORRHAGIC 
FEVER OUTBREAK 
Twenty people have now died from the deadly 
tick-borne disease known as Crimean-Congo 
Haemorrhagic Fever (CCHF) in Karachi, the largest 
city in Pakistan. Those visiting cattle markets or 
farms are at the greatest risk. Symptoms of CCH 
include headache, fever, rashes, back, joint and 
stomach pain, and vomiting. The virus can be passed 
on via tick bite, but also through contact with 
infected blood or tissues during animal slaughter. 
Human to human transmission can also occur via 
contact with blood and other bodily fluids. 
   Source: ProMED Digest (13/Nov/2019), Vol. 89(36)

INDIA: STOWAWAY RAT DELAYS FLIGHT 
On an Air India flight from Hyderabad to 
Visakhapatnam, departure was delayed some 
12 hours due to a rat being seen on the plane. 
Unfortunately passengers already board and so they 
were asked to disembark while the rodent issue was 
sorted out. After many hours the rat was captured 
and removed. Engineers then had to inspect the 
plane thoroughly for any damage that the rat may 
have caused.  
   Source: Simply Flying (12/Nov/2019): https://
simpleflying.com/air-india-rat-delay/ 

SRI LANKA: RAT FEVER OUTBREAK 
During 2019 to early November, some 4,160 patients 
have been reported with leptospirosis, which is also 
known as rat fever. The number of cases peaked 
in May and Kalutara produced the most patients 
(528). Leptospirosis is a bacterial disease that is 
acquired through contact with infected animal 
urine, especially rodents. Symptoms include fever, 
headache, bleeding, muscle pain, chills, red eyes and 
vomiting. The disease is controlled with antibiotics, 
but death can occur if left untreated.  
   Source: Daily News (11/Nov/2019): http://www.
dailynews.lk/2019/11/11/features/202521/alarming-
rat-fever-outbreak 

INDIA: SCRUB TYPHUS OUTBREAK 
Around 90 cases of scrub typhus has been reported 
from Nagpur, with 15 deaths and a number of 
people seriously ill. Scrub typhus is caused by a 
rickettsial bacteria and transmitted via various mite 
species. Symptoms include fever and rashes. Around 
30% of clinical infections will be lethal, however 
the disease is readily treatable with antibiotics if 
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administered early in the disease. 
   Source: ProMED-ahead (11/Nov/2019), Vol. 88(8)

BANGLADESH: ORKIN ESTABLISHES NEW 
FRANCHISE 
It was announced on 11/Nov/2019 that the US 
based company, Orkin, has established a franchise 
in Bangladesh. This is an expansion on their current 
activities in Asia and the subcontinent, having 
already branches in India, Pakistan, Mongolia, 
Indonesia, Cambodia, South Korea, China (including 
Hong Kong & Macau) and Guam. The Bangladesh 
branch will offer both commercial and residential 
pest management services. 
   Source: Cision (11/Nov/2019), www.prnewswire.
com/news-releases/orkin-establishes-new-
international-franchise-in-bangladesh-300954956.
html 

FIRST CASE OF SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DENGUE 
VIRUS 
Some viruses that are transmitted by mosquitoes 
can also be passed on through sexual intercourse. 
The most well–known of these is Zika virus, which 
can cause abnormalities in the developing embryo. 
Thus health authorities recommend the use of 
condoms when the male partner has been to a Zika 
endemic area, particularly if the woman is pregnant. 
Recently the first ever case of sexually transmitted 
dengue virus was reported, and this was from Spain. 
A 41-year-old man contracted dengue in Madrid 
after having sex with his male partner who acquired 
dengue from Cuba. The 41-year-old man developed 
symptoms some ten days after his partner. The virus 
was later found in the seminal fluids of both men. 
   Source: The Telegraph (10/Nov/2019): www.
telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/11/08/first-sexually-
transmitted-dengue-case-confirmed-spain/ 

ZIKA VIRUS UPDATE FOR 2019 
Malaysia: first case since 2016. 
Singapore: 4 locally acquired cases. 
Taiwan: 2 imported cases for this year. 
Thailand: 7,481 cases to 22/Sep. 
   Source: ProMED-ahead Digest (9/Nov/2019), Vol. 
88(13)

AUSTRALIA: RAT FAECES FOUND IN RICE 
The owner of a Thai restaurant in Canberra was fined 
over $10,000 after rat fur and faeces were found 
in a bucket of rice. However, the poor sanitation 
extended to cockroaches on work surfaces and 
dripping grease. The owner pleaded guilty to 

breaching food laws and the restaurant was closed 
for eight days. The images presented by the food 
inspectors at court showed that food hygiene was 
very poor and that there was filth everywhere. Even 
hand washing facilities were obstructed such that 
staff had to wash their hands in the kitchen sink 
leading to more possible contamination. 
   Source: ABC News (8/Nov/2019): www.abc.net.au/
news/2019-11-08/rat-poo-found-in-authentic-lao-
and-thai-restaurant/11683524 

PMP HALL OF FAME 
Regular speaker at FAOPMA-Pest Summit events, 
Dr Dini Miller from Virginia Tech in the US, was 
inducted into the Pest Management Professional 
Magazine Hall of Fame. This award, which has been 
running since 1997, honours those that significantly 
contributes to the pest management industry in 
the US. Dr Miller received her award for her research 
on cockroaches and bed bugs. The award was 
presented during PestWorld in San Diego. (SLD: 
hopefully FAOPMA in the future can initiated similar 
awards. It is terrific that the US honours those in the 
industry that excel and contribute to the betterment 
of the pest management industry). 
   Source: PMP (8/Nov/2019): www.mypmp.
net/2019/06/17/hallowed-hall-pmp-announces-
2019-hall-of-fame/ and for the award speech, see: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9nNr7Et39E 

CHINA: COCKROACHES IN MAN’S EAR 
In yet another ‘cockroach in the ear’ story (see 
also below), a man in China felt sharp pain in his 
right ear while sleeping. A large cockroach was 
in his ear canal. What is worse is that ten nymphs 
were running about in his ear. All were German 
cockroaches. 
   Source: Mirror, (8/Nov/2019): www.mirror.co.uk/
news/world-news/family-cockroaches-found-living-
inside-20824007   

CHINA: MAN BURNS 3 CARS TRYING TO KILL 
COCKROACH 
In the Chinese location of Fujian City, a man tried 
to burn a cockroach using a lighter and insecticide 
(presumably an aerosol). However, he had a bucket 
of alcohol-based fuel nearby, which caught alight. 
This exploded, setting three nearby cars alight. The 
result: USD$44,596 in damages!  
   Source: Mashable SE Asia (8/Nov/2019): https://sea.
mashable.com/culture/7334/in-an-attempt-to-set-
fire-on-cockroach-this-man-ended-up-burning-3-
cars 
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AUSTRALIA: HIGH LEVELS OF INSECTICIDE 
FOUND IN BARRIER REEF 
Australian scientist have blasted the insecticide 
regulatory authority, the Australian Pesticides and 
Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA), for not 
doing enough to protect the Australian Great Barrier 
Reef from insecticide pollutants. Most extraordinary, 
chemicals such as Atrazine have been detected, 
which is a herbicide that is banned in 60 countries. 
Thus the claims are that the APVMA is failing to 
prevent the reef from being exposed to agricultural 
chemicals. Over 50 different pesticides have been 
detected in the reef and the highest rates are in 
areas close to agriculture. Many pesticides that 
are banned overseas are still used here and such 
products take a long time to be reviewed in this 
country. 
   Source: The Guardian (7/Nov/2019): www.
theguardian.com/environment/2019/nov/07/
great-barrier-reef-scientists-find-banned-pesticides-
and-blast-chemical-regulator?CMP=Share_iOSApp_
Other 

PAKISTAN: RECORD HIGH NUMBER OF DENGUE 
CASES 
A record high number of people have contracted 
dengue virus in Pakistan with an estimated 44,000 
cases and 66 deaths. Officials claim it is a resulted 
of heavy rains coupled with high temperatures. 
The previous record was 27,000 cases in 2011. The 
highest number of cases have come from Islamabad. 
   Source: Aljazeera (7/Nov/2019): www.aljazeera.
com/news/2019/11/record-high-44000-dengue-
cases-reported-pakistan-191106142929783.html 

INDIA: TERMITE DAMAGE TO DAM BANKS IN 
TIRUPUR 
Concerns have been raised over the proliferation of 
termites on the banks of Amaravathi and Tirumurthi 
dams in Udumalaipet. Some farmers believe that 
this could weaken both structures. The termites are 
building mounts on the dam banks due to increased 
moisture following heavy rains. As a consequence, 
all the termite mounds were treated. 
   Source: The New Indian Express (6/Nov/2019): www.
newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2019/
nov/06/termite-attack-on-banks-of-amaravathi-and-
tirumurthi-dams-in-udumalaipet-2057868.html 

CLIMATE EMERGENCY DECLARED! 
Some 11,000 scientists from across the world 
have declared that we are currently in a climate 
emergency. It is claimed that climate change is 

“accelerating faster than most scientists expect” 
and that “scientists have a moral obligation to 
clearly warn humanity of any catastrophic threat”. A 
number of nations including the UK, Scotland and 
Ireland have declared a “climate change emergency”. 
Sadly in Australia, this announcement was voted 
down, demonstrating what a lot of selfish and 
ignorant leaders we currently have in this country. 
Now more than 400,000 Australians have signed 
a petition urging government to take action on 
climate change. 
   Source: ABC News (6/Nov/2019): www.abc.net.
au/news/2019-11-06/climate-change-emergency-
11000-scientists-sign-petition/11672776 

SINGAPORE: DENGUE CASES DOWN 
Health officials in Singapore stated that there were 
257 additional dengue cases for the week ending 
1/Nov, which is below the peak of the season. 
This brings the total number of cases for the first 
eleven months of the year to 13,577. The National 
Environment Agency is still encouraging residents 
to be vigilant about mosquitoes and mosquito 
breeding. 
   Source: Outbreak News Today (3/Nov/2019): http://
outbreaknewstoday.com/singapore-dengue-cases-
decline-vigilance-must-be-maintained-75663/ 

INDIA: FOGGER BURNS WOMAN 
In Ahmedabad, India, a 50-year old woman claimed 
she was burned by the vapour from a mosquito 
fogging machine. Apparently the woman was told 
to stay away from the machine but did not heed 
the warning, which then resulted in minor burns. 
(SLD: It is hard to believe that a pest manager would 
use a fogger when people are about – clearly more 
training in required.) 
   Source: The Indian Express (2/Nov/2019): https://
indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/
ahmedabad-gujarat-mosquito-fogging-machines-
vapour-burns-woman-6098707/ 

INDIA: ONGOING MALARIA PROBLEMS 
Around 76 new cases of malaria have been reported 
on the one week in the nations’ capital of Delhi, 
bringing the total for the year to 535. The Chief 
Minister for the region has appealed to the residents 
to spend 10 minutes every Sunday in ensuring 
that no mosquito breeding was occurring on their 
property.  
   Source: ProMed Digest (1/Nov/2019), Vol. 89 (6)

JAPAN: COLLAPSE OF FISHERIES LINKED TO 
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INSECTICIDE USE 
Scientists in Japan are linking the collapse of 
fisheries to the uncontrolled use of insecticides. 
It was found that following the introduction of 
neonicotinoid pesticides to rice paddies, there was 
an immediate decline in insects and plankton life in 
a large lake. What followed was a collapse the local 
fish population. Annual catches of one species of 
fish known as ‘smelt’ fell by 90% in the decade after 
the neonicotinoids began to be used. It appears that 
the neonicotinoids can affect entire food chains. In 
recent years, neonicotinoid have also been linked 
to decline in bee numbers. Clearly the use of these 
pesticides in agriculture needs to be carefully 
reviewed. 
   Source: The Guardian (1/Nov/2019): www.
theguardian.com/environment/2019/oct/31/
fishery-collapse-confirms-silent-spring-pesticide-
prophecy?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

AUSTRALIA: LORD HOWE ISLAND RODENT 
ERADICATION CAMPAIGN APPEARS SUCCESSFUL 
Recent editions of the FAOPMA Magazine have 
reported on the Lord Howe Island rodent 
eradication campaign and how it was the first 
program that attempted to remove rodents on an 
inhabited island. Furthermore, the program has 
been highly controversial, mainly due to ignorant 
locals who tried to halt the campaign as they felt 
that the project did not come from them. The 
baiting program has now come to an end, with 
some 22,000 bait stations being deployed. Rodent 
numbers have dropped markedly and now the 
island will be monitored for two years before a 
declaration of ‘rodent-free’ will be made. 
   Sources: ABC News (1/Nov/2019): www.abc.net.
au/news/2019-11-01/lord-howe-island-rodent-
eradication-declared-a-success/11660180 also: 
www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/worldtoday/
how-did-lord-howe-rid-itself-of-rats-in-just-a-few-
months/11662306 

SINGAPORE: LOCALS BIGGEST FEARS REVEALED; 
COCKROACHES IN TOP 5 
Singaporeans have been polled on their greatest 
fears and the number one top scariest item is 
drowning, followed by fire, reptiles and then 
cockroaches! In fact 42% of the population stated 
that they feared cockroaches a lot. Perhaps what is 
surprising is that germs, heights, and death ranked 
below the six legged beast. Clearly there is little 
logic to this as cockroaches are a lower risk to one’s 
health than these other items, but what is even 

more bizarre is that ghosts come in at number eight. 
   Source: Mashable SE Asia (28/Oct/2019): https://
sea.mashable.com/culture/7201/singaporeans-
biggest-fears-have-been-revealed-and-one-of-
them-is-cockroaches 

SINGAPORE: TOFU MANUFACTURER FINED 
SGD$3,000 OVER COCKROACHES 
A tofu manufacturer in Singapore, Dolford Food 
Manfacturing, has been fined SGD$3,000 over 
multiple health violations, which included a 
widespread cockroach infestation. All food on the 
premise was ordered to be disposed of immediately 
and the companies’ licence was suspended for eight 
days until all the issues were corrected.  
   Source: Yahoo News (27/Oct/2019): https://
sg.news.yahoo.com/tofu-manufacturer-fined-
3000-for-poor-hygiene-at-cockroachinfested-
premises-023616758.html 

GUAM: RISE IN DENGUE CASES 
Dengue cases in Guam have risen to 16, with 10 of 
these being locally acquired. The first case of locally 
acquired dengue cases for 75 years occurred this 
year in September. The cases highlight concerns 
about other potential mosquito-borne diseases. 
Locals are being encouraged to use repellents and 
ensure that mosquitoes are not breeding on their 
property. 
   Source: The Guam Daily Post (27/Oct/2019): 
www.postguam.com/news/local/concerns-about-
mosquito-borne-diseases-heightened-following-
local-dengue-cases/article_e1cf2f4c-f3c6-11e9-9a9f-
b7f30d6082f1.html 

ZOMBIE INDUCING ANT FUNGUS THAT CAUSES 
THE INSECT TO EXPLODE 
The fungus species Ophiocordyceps has the most 
extraordinary effect on certain species of ants. The 
ant will encounter fungal spores while foraging 
and the fungus penetrates the cuticle of the insect. 
Once inside, the fungus continues to grow to make 
up half the body weight of the ant. The fungus 
then changes the ant’s behaviour. At some point 
not long before the death of the insect, the mild 
altering powers of the fungus takes over. The ant 
climbs upwards on a plant locking its jaws onto a 
branch permanently, just before the ant dies. The 
fungus then emerges from the head of the ant in a 
long branch to release spores onto ants that may 
walk underneath to perpetuate the cycle. See some 
amazing images of dead insects sprouting fungal 
fruiting bodies in the link below. 
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   Source: The New York Times (24/Oct/2019): www.
nytimes.com/2019/10/24/science/ant-zombies-
fungus.html 

BED BUG LITIGATION ON THE RISE IN THE US 
Litigation involving bed bugs in the US is on the rise, 
with several multi-million dollar court settlements 
in recent years. One of the most successful bed bug 
lawyers is Brian Virag from California. This year alone, 
Brian has filed more than 50 new lawsuits, which 
have been against hotels, apartment buildings, 
and furniture rental companies. He has even 
trademarked the slogan, “When the bed bugs start 
biting, we start fighting” to provide hope to bed bug 
victims. Brian is now in a case against Disneyland 
Hotel (SLD: see an image of Brian and his new bed 
bug detection device in the story on PestWorld in 
this edition of the FAOPMA Magazine.) 
   Source: Cision (23/Oct/2019): www.prnewswire.
com/news-releases/bedbugs-have-reached-
epidemic-proportion---50-new-bedbug-lawsuits-
filed-by-my-bed-bug-lawyer-in-2019-300943570.
html 

HOW NOT TO KILL COCKROACHES! 
A not very bright amateur gardener attempted to 
destroy a nest of cockroaches in his own backyard 
by using flammable compounds. The result was 
that he blew up his backyard, almost taking himself 
and his two pet dogs to the grave. See video of this 
stupidity in the link below. 
   Source: Daily Mail UK (22/Oct/2019): www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7599379/Gardener-
tries-kill-cockroaches-setting-fire-nest-blows-lawn-
instead.html 

JAPAN: GOVERNMENT TAKES ACTION AGAINST 
FIRE ANTS 
The Japanese government announced on 21/
Oct/2019 that they are going to take active 
measures to prevent the introduction of fire ants, 
following a recent spread of the insect from the Port 
of Tokyo. Strategies announced to combat the fire 
ants included the placement of baits on the grounds 
of the Port and in an area of 2km surrounding the 
facility. Surveillance for fire ants will be undertaken 
across 65 other ports.  
   Source: The Japan Times (21/Oct/2019): www.
japantimes.co.jp/news/2019/10/21/national/japan-
stop-fire-ants-settling/#.XfXn8vxxWUk 

MALAYSIA: RAT-EATING MONKEYS PROTECT 
PALM OIL TREES 

Rats are a major pest of Palm Oil plantations and 
can cause losses of around 10 percent. It was 
recently found in a study that pig-tailed macaques 
actively hunt for rats and quickly devour them. It 
was estimated that one group of monkeys can catch 
more than 3,000 rats per year, reducing rodent 
populations by more than 75 percent. The presence 
of the monkeys means that less rodenticides need to 
be used. 
   Source: Phys.Org (21/Oct/2019): https://phys.org/
news/2019-10-rat-eating-monkeys-palm-oil-alive.
html 

INDIA: BED BUGS ON BUSES 
Passengers travelling during the Deepavali holidays 
are raising concerns about bed bugs in sleeping 
coaches. Buses between North Karnataka and 
Hyderabad-Karnataka region have a history of 
complaints about bed bugs. According to the bus 
company’s General Secretary, Mr Sadananda Chatra, 
that in relation to the bed bug problem he states 
that, “…we are helpless, no matter how much we 
clean, the problem remains unsolved...” (SLD: a rather 
defeatist attitude when so much can be done to 
stop these insects.) 
   Source: AsiaNet Newsable (21/Oct/2019): https://
newsable.asianetnews.com/video/india/deepavali-
holiday-trip-beware-your-weekend-journey-may-
be-riddled-with-delays-bed-bugs-pzq6ky 

WORLD’S FASTEST ANTS DISCOVERED! 
The Saharan silver ants have been recorded as the 
fastest ants on the planet. These Usain Bolts of the 
insect world travel 108 times their body length per 
second, lift all six legs off the ground. This speed 
equates to an astonishing 360mph in humans! 
   Source: Emirates 24/7 (20/Oct/2019): www.
emirates247.com/news/world/world-s-fastest-ants-
discovered-2019-10-20-1.690236 

SINGAPORE; CATERER FINED $5,000 AND 
LICENCE SUSPENDED 
A caterer was fined SGD$5,000 after cockroaches 
and houseflies were found in their premise. 
Furthermore their licence was suspected for 27 days 
until sanitation was improved and food handling 
procedures reviewed. This fine comes after a series 
of unrelated food poisoning incidents. In one case, 
39 people fell ill, in another 52 people became sick. 
   Source: Yahoo News (17/Oct/2019): https://sg.news.
yahoo.com/licence-of-ag-global-events-catering-
suspended-over-cockroach-infestations-and-other-
lapses-162708239.html 
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AUSTRALIA: HEAVY FINES FOR TAKE-AWAY OVER 
FOOD OFFENCES 
Several restaurants and cafes in Perth, Western 
Australia, have received large fines over food safety 
violations. One café in the local suburb of Nedlands 
was fined almost $50,000 with the discovery of 
cockroaches in his kitchen, while another was fined 
$25,000 for similar breaches. 
   Source: The West Australia (15/Oct/2019): https://
thewest.com.au/news/public-health/city-provisions-
to-go-among-three-perth-businesses-fined-for-
food-safety-breaches-ng-b881352924z 

INDIA: OVER 1,500 REQUESTS FOR MOSQUITO 
CONTROL IN 10 DAYS 
With the rising number of dengue cases in 
Ahmedabad, India, requests for vector control to the 
municipal body has increased dramatically. In the 
first 10 days of October, there were 1,596 requests 
for fogging and other vector control activities. Most 
requests have come from the west of the city. In 
September, there were 2,231 such requests. 
Source: The Times of India (14/Oct/2019): https://
timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmedabad/
in-10-days-mosquitoes-breed-1596-citizen-pleas/
articleshow/71571590.cms 

INDIA: 12,000 MOSQUITO NOTICES ISSUED 
In Chandigarh, India, over 12,000 notices were 
issued over the last two months to people failing to 
ensure that no mosquitoes were breeding on their 
property. This included 158 fines to people who did 
not comply with the order. This season 71 cases of 
dengue have been reported compared with 205 last 
year, showing that the active policing of mosquito 
breeding by the Government is reducing disease 
cases. 
   Source: HindustanTimes (14/Oct/2019): www.
hindustantimes.com/cities/mosquito-breeding-
areas-not-cleared-12-000-notices-issued-158-fined-
in-chandigarh/story-wTSe2IApO801j8J24x3IeK.html 

VIETNAM: WOMEN HAS COCKROACH REMOVED 
FROM EAR 
It seems that stories of insects in people’s ears is a 
popular theme of the trashy media. The latest report 
is from Vietnam, where it is claimed that a cockroach 
entered a women’s ear to ‘escape the rain’. The 
woman found about the insect after waking up in 
extreme pain and was rushed to emergency, where 
the insect was quickly removed. You can see a video 
of the insect in the ear in the link below. 
   Source: Daily Mail UK (14/Oct/2019): www.

dailymail.co.uk/health/article-7570589/Woman-
wriggling-COCKROACH-removed-ear.html 

AUSTRALIA: AIRLINE FEATURES ANTS ON THE 
MENU 
Australia’s national airline, QANTAS, now features 
green ants on the menu. These ants are from the 
tropics of the country and a common food of the 
indigenous people of the region. Supposably, the 
ants have a citrus-like flavour. On the inflight menu, 
the ants are sprinkled over a goat cheese and served 
with a tomato chutney and prosciutto. Now if you 
wish to sample these tasty arthropods, you will need 
to opt for a first class fare as only the dish is only 
served to the elite flyers. 
   Source: Vogue Living (14/Oct/2019): www.vogue.
com.au/travel/news/qantass-new-spring-menu-
includes-everything-from-green-ants-to-zucchini-
noodles/news-story/1da35805df5f3005826377a5e5
de76e2 

SCAMMER CAUGHT OUT WITH FAKE BED BUG 
IMAGE 
In the US, a woman who purchased a second hand 
couch claimed that it was infested with bed bugs 
and requested a return of her payment. The seller 
asked for some images of the alleged infestation 
and, what was sent, was indeed an image of a bed 
bug with eggs. However, suspicions were aroused 
with the image as it appeared the shot was taken 
from inside a wall, rather than from the couch. Thus 
the seller undertook a reverse image search (quite 
easy to do) and found the image on a pest control 
companies’ web site. This was then forwarded to the 
buyer, with the words “nice try!” (SLD: I think I would 
have added a few more words at the end!) 
   Source: Distractify (14/Oct/2019): www.distractify.
com/p/bed-bug-scammer 

JAPAN: RATS INVADE TOWNS AFTER TYPHOON 
HAGIBIS 
Following Tyhoon Hagibis making landfall during 
mid-October in Tokyo, with associated heavy 
rainfall and subsequent flooding, the rodents of 
the city were forced to escape from the flooded 
underground drains, bringing them to the surface. In 
the area of Shibuya, there were so many rats running 
about the locals are now calling the location, “rat 
town”. Sadly the Typhoon resulted in the death of 35 
people and scores injured. 
   Sources: Sora News 24 (13/Oct/2019): https://
soranews24.com/2019/10/13/shibuya-rats-
scuttle-along-streets-in-the-wake-of-typhoon-
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hagibis%E3%80%90video%E3%80%91/ and Mirror 
(14/Oct/2019): www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/
rats-invade-japanese-town-wake-20575763 

BANGLADESH: GOVERNMENT BAN LEADS TO 
INCREASES IN MOSQUITO-BORNE DISEASE 
In recent times the authorities were accused 
of inaction on controlling mosquitoes and the 
government was blamed for restricting imports of 
repellents. The result was that thousands of people 
contracted dengue and over a hundred died. This 
problem stems back to 2015 when an agricultural 
section of the government restricted imports 
of ready to use repellents. The same group then 
imposed very strict conditions on the import of 
repellents, which has now been withdrawn through 
the intervention of the Prime Minister. It appears 
that government bungling has endangered the lives 
of its citizens. 
   Source: DhakaTribune (12/Oct/2019): www.
dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/dhaka/2019/10/12/
mosquito-repellent-crisis-exposes-rift-between-
government-agencies 

JAPAN: MAN DIES FROM JAPANESE SPOTTED 
FEVER 
A man in his 50’s from the Prefecture of 
Omihachiman has died from the tick-borne disease, 
Japanese Spotted Fever. This disease is caused by 
the pathogen, Rickettsia japonica, and around 200 
Japanese develop the disease every year. Symptoms 
occur between 2-8 days after the tick bite and may 
include fever, rashes on the feet and hands, and 
tiredness. The condition is readily treatable with 
antibiotics and death may occur if treatment is not 
obtained early. 
   Source: The Mainichi (10/Oct/2019): https://
mainichi.jp/english/articles/20191009/
p2a/00m/0na/018000c 

AUSTRALIA: PETA ENCOURAGES SHOPS TO STOP 
SELLING GLUE TRAPS 
The animal rights group PETA, has encouraged a 
discount store in Australia, Cheap as Chips, to stop 
selling glue traps as they are considered inhumane. 
According to PETA, many shops stock these items as 
they did not know that glue traps cause tremendous 
animal suffering. PETA commends Cheap as Chips 
for swiftly withdrawing the product. Many other 
major retailers including Bunnings, Mitre 10, Big 
W and Target have previously stopped selling glue 
traps (SLD: the article in the link below is very badly 
written almost suggesting that the ban is ludicrous. 

However, I personally applaud PETA and the retailer 
concern, as glue traps have been widely misused 
resulting in the capture and suffering of native 
wildlife, not to mention the suffering that rodents 
face. We can do pest control much smarter than 
this!) 
   Source: Daily Mail Australia (10/Oct/2019): www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7557287/PETA-ordered-
store-stop-selling-mouse-traps-inhumane.html 

WISH TO IMPROVE YOUR HEALTH? HOW ABOUT A 
GLASS OF COCKROACH MILK! 
Researchers have found that cockroach milk from 
the embryo contains three times more energy and 
higher in protein than a similar amount of dairy milk. 
The only issue is that no one knows if it is safe for 
human consumption. Of course the task of milking a 
cockroach is somewhat challenging! 
   Source: Nerdest (8/Oct/2019): https://nerdist.com/
article/scientists-studying-cockroach-milk/ 

AUSTRALIA: AVOID BEING BITTEN 
The Northern Territory Department of Health and 
released mosquito warnings for the start of the 
season. Ross River virus starts being particularly 
active during December. Extensive insecticide 
treatment of larval habitats have now started for the 
season. 
   Source: Katherine Times (8/Oct/2019): www.
katherinetimes.com.au/story/6426708/avoid-being-
bitten-its-the-start-of-mosquito-season/ 

SINGAPORE: FURTHER WOLBACHIA RELEASES 
AHEAD 
The third phase of Singapore’s Wolbachia program 
has been highly successful, achieving a 90% 
reduction in Aedes aegypti populations. This has 
encouraged authorities to continue with the 
program, which is now in its fourth phase. Further 
releases of Wolbachia-infected males mosquitoes 
will be undertaken in Nee Soon East and Tampines 
West during November. Future release will be 
undertaken by drone (SLD: note this the form of 
Wolbachia being used in Singapore is different 
to that used in Australia, as mentioned in the 
story below. The Singapore strain of Wolbachia 
requires that infected males are constantly released 
forever more, whereas the strain used in Northern 
Queensland requires only a few releases. There are 
questions over the sustainability of programs when 
mosquito releases are constantly required.) 
   Sources: CNA (7/Oct/2019): www.channelnewsasia.
com/news/singapore/wolbachia-mosquitoes-nea-
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study-nee-soon-tampines-phase-4-11976366 and 
The Strait Times (8/Oct/2019): www.straitstimes.
com/singapore/environment/nea-to-test-releasing-
mosquitoes-via-drones 

LIKE DESERT? HOW ABOUT RODENT INFUSED 
ICE-CREAM! 
A highway stall in Ecuador is selling ice-cream 
infused with a rodent; Guinea Pigs! Guinea Pigs are 
routinely eaten in a number of countries in South 
America, especially in nations that take in the Andes. 
To make the ice-cream, a pate is made from the 
flesh, and milk and cream added. You too can buy 
one of these deserts for only USD$1. 
   Source: TimesNowNews.com (6/Oct/2019): www.
timesnownews.com/the-buzz/article/bizarre-
rodent-infused-ice-cream-introduced-by-stall-
owner-in-ecuador/500345 

MALAYSIA: KIDS MUNCHING COCKROACHES 
A mum in Malaysia left her two toddler daughters 
alone, when she went to check on theme, both 
children were snacking on cockroaches. In the link 
below you can see the children with half chewed 
roaches. Parts of the insects were stuck in the teeth 
of the kids. The mum said that she will now think 
twice about kissing her daughters! 
   Source: Mashable SE Asia (4/Oct/2019): https://sea.
mashable.com/culture/6649/never-ever-leave-your-
toddlers-alone-they-could-be-eating-cockroaches 

ANTS IGNORE TICKS 
When a tick drops off an animal after full engorging 
on blood, you would think that this miniature 
blood pudding would be a tasty meal for the great 
scavengers of the world; ants. A group of researchers 
in the US testing the attractiveness of ticks to fire 
ants in comparison with other baits, by placing the 
ticks and the baits onto the fire ant nests, and most 
extraordinary, the ants completely ignored the ticks. 
The only way for the ants to take any interest in the 
ticks was to puncture the body so that the blood 
leaked out. Interestingly, when the ticks were placed 
onto a nest of red harvester ants, the ants saw them 
as foreign objects and simply removed them from 
the nest. Ticks are well known to release a range 
of compounds and clearly some of these masks 
the presence of the tick from ants. Could these 
compounds be used for the control of ants in the 
future? 
   Source: Entomology Today (3/Oct/2019): https://
entomologytoday.org/2019/10/02/how-ticks-hide-
plain-sight-predatory-fire-ants/ 

MOUSE FALLS FROM WHITE HOUSE CEILING 
A mouse fell from the ceiling onto a journalist’s 
lap during a press conference in the White House 
recently and videos of the escaping rodent flooded 
social media. The irony being that Trump recently 
proclaimed that Baltimore was a “rodent-infested 
mess” where “no human being would want to live”! 
   Source: Atlanta Black Star (2/Oct/2019): https://
atlantablackstar.com/2019/10/02/oh-the-hypocrisy-
baltimore-residents-mock-trump-after-mouse-falls-
from-ceiling/ 

US: MORE BED BUGS FOUND IN PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT 
In Pittsburgh, USA, a well-known scenic railway that 
dates back some 142-years, called the ‘Duquesne 
Incline’, was reported to be infested with bed bugs. 
One woman claims she received over 100 bites while 
riding the railway. As a consequence, the incline 
will be shut for treatment (SLD: sadly in the US, 
little is being done to control bed bugs in socially 
disadvantage housing, as a consequence this group 
has become the reservoir for bed bugs in society. 
The US should serve as a model for how not to 
control bed bugs in society – we need to provide 
financial support for those who are not able to 
afford management of this difficult to control pest, 
even to protect the rest of society.) 
   Source: radio.com (2/Oct/2019): https://kdkaradio.
radio.com/articles/duquesne-incline-closed-treat-
bed-bugs 

AUSTRALIA: DENGUE VIRTUALLY ELIMINATED IN 
FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND 
Some years after the intracellular bacteria, 
Wolbachia, was introduced into the local of 
population of Aedes aegypti mosquitoes, scientists 
are now claiming that Dengue has been virtually 
eliminated in Far North Queesland (FNQ). Wolbachia 
is not normally present in these mosquitoes and 
the strain introduced into the population does not 
kill them directly, but shortens their life span and 
helps stop the transmission of dengue virus. In FNQ, 
dengue is not endemic, but is regularly introduced 
via travellers coming from nations where the virus 
normally resides. This pilot program paves the 
way for the introduction of Wolbachia in mosquito 
populations were the virus is highly endemic.  
   Source: ABC News (27/Sep/2019): www.abc.
net.au/news/2019-09-27/dengue-fever-virtually-
eradicated-from-far-north-queensland/11555792  
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