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Let’s Act Now!

I would like to wish a Happy New Year to all of 
our readers, their family and friends. Sadly in 
Australia there is little to be happy about. The 

nation is in the midst of the worst forest fires in 
our history. In my state of New South Wales (NSW)
alone, over 2,000 homes have been damaged or 
destroyed, millions of hectares have burnt, and 
some 25 lives lost.

What is even more sad is that some 1.25 billion 
(yes billion!) native animals have been killed in the 
fires, and this does even include the invertebrates. 
It is estimated that 30% of koalas in NSW have 
perished and some species will be pushed to the 
brink of extinction.

Sydney, my home city, is cloaked in smoke 
and has been like this for weeks. The fires are 
expected to continue for several months yet. Last 
weekend (5/Jan/2020) the temperatures reached 
an extraordinary 48.9oC (120oF) in parts of the city. 
Australia’s temperatures in 2019 broke a new all 
time record. It was also the driest year in history.

Scientists have been predicting for years that 
these extreme weather conditions were going to 
happen and that human induced climate change is 
going to change the world irreparably. 

Yet so many politicians have ignored the 
warnings and done nothing about climate change. 
Our Prime Minister even had a holiday to Hawaii in 
the middle of the fire crisis!!! Just disgraceful. Many 
politicians are climate change deniers in spite of 
the body of evidence to contrary. Typically these 
are conservative and wealthy men, who simply 
lack the intelligence to understand their inaction. 
History will revile them.

It is time for the people to act, NOW. For the 
next issue of the FAOPMA Magazine, I want to 
highlight what we as an industry can do to reduce 
the carbon footprint on the world that we live 
in. I want to hear your stories on what you, your 
company, and your association is doing to combat 
climate change. Let’s lead the world and be an 
inspiration to all others in the pest management 
industry! Editorial contacts are towards the back of 
the magazine.

I know this editorial may sound like a political 
commentary, but it is really a call to humanity. It 
is time to act to save people’s homes and lives, 
to save the forests and wildlife, and to preserve 
the world for your children and all generations to 
come. 

Stephen Doggett (Chief Editor)
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Front Cover: Drones are being used for 
a range of applications including pest 
management. Read about what it takes to 
become a drone pilot on page 16.


