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News Items
A Compendium of Pest Management News Items from the Media Relevant to 

FAOPMA Member Countries
Compiled by Stephen L. Doggett and David Lilly

PLEASE DONATE TO PROTECT ALBATROSS 
FROM RODENTS
Gough Island is a World Heritage Site in the 

southern Pacific and home to the giant Tristan 
Albatross. Unfortunately the island has been 
invaded by house mice, brought in by fur sealers in 
the 19th century. The mice attack the young chick, 
even though the bird is many times the size of 
the mice. Initially the bird shrugs off the mice, but 
this is exhausting to the young bird over time, and 
the mice will eventually bite the albatross chick. 
Repeated bites will eventually kill the chick. A rodent 

eradication campaign is planned for 2020 contingent 
on raising the funds required to commence the 
program. Your support is needed to save this 
majestic bird. As a community, let’s try and save the 
Tristan Albatross! Donate at: www.goughisland.com 
(SLD: I personally donated GBP£200.00 for this noble 
cause.) 

Source: Gough Island Restoration Project (21/
Sep/2019): www.goughisland.com & 
ABC News (15/Sep/2019): https://www.abc.net.au/
news/science/2019-09-15/gough-island-albatross-
off-track/11499568?section=science 

Darius the artistic rat, proudly showing his work. Source: web site from article
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AN ARTY RAT!
We know that the pest management world spends 
a lot of time controlling rodents, but rats make 
excellent pets. Furthermore, some have become 
extremely good artists! Amalie Markota Andersen, 
the owner of Darius, a hooded rat, encouraged her 
pet to dip his little feet in watercolour paint and then 
run over a small sheet of canvas. The outcome being 
artwork that has become a social media hit. Sadly 
Darius recently passed away due to old age. One can 
only presume the value of this rat art has now sky 
rocketed!

Source: Insider (24/Sep/2019): https://www.insider.
com/art-student-trained-rat-darius-to-paint-with-
feet-2019-9

US: A RAT ATE MY HOMEWORK!
Kids have all sorts of excuses for not doing their 
homework, but the excuse that a rat stole it is hard 
to believe. However, in this case there is video proof! 
A student studying farm business in Ohio, USA, put 
down her homework when her pet rat, Pineapple, 
grabbed the work and ran off with it. One must ask, 
was the rat trained to do this so that the student had 
an excuse?

Source: MailOnline (20/Sep/2019): https://www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7485305/My-RAT-ate-
homework-Extraordinary-moment-pet-rodent-runs-
students-test-mouth.html 

AUSTRALIA: RAT PLAGUE LEADS TO GROWTH IN 
ANOTHER PEST: FOXES
Fox sightings across Sydney have increased and 
some experts believe it is in part due to the 
growing rat plague in Sydney. It is estimated that 
Sydney has up to one billion rats. Foxes are a major 
pest and relentlessly attacks wildlife, decimating 
their numbers. Many Councils have undertaken 
comprehensive fox control programs using baits, 
which has dramatically reduced their number, 
allowing native wildlife to return to areas not seen 
for decades. However, perhaps the decline in foxes 
has contributed to the growth in rodent numbers. 

Source: The Sydney Morning Herald (16/Sep/2019): 
https://www.smh.com.au/national/fox-numbers-
growing-thanks-to-sydney-rat-plague-20190914-
p52r9f.html 

GUAM: FIRST CASE OF DENGUE VIRUS FOR THE 
SEASON
The first cases of local acquired dengue virus have 
occurred in Guam with some three cases. The 
Department of Public Health and Social Services are 
advising people to try and limit the mosquito vector 
by reducing potential breeding locations, using nets 
in home and wearing insect repellent.

Source: The Guam Daily Post (16/Sep/2019): 
https://www.postguam.com/forum/editorial/take-
steps-to-avoid-mosquito-bites-in-light-of-dengue/

article_a95ca232-d5d7-11e9-952d-2f52a15529c6.html 

SINGAPORE: ZIKA VIRUS ACTIVITY AT 
SERANGOON GARDENS
Zika is a mosquito-borne virus made famous as 
a result of an outbreak in Brazil that affected the 
unborn, resulting in babies born with reduced 
cranial capacity known as ‘microcephaly’. Thus 
wherever this virus is reported, now raises the 
concerns of locals. The first Zika virus cluster of the 
year was reported in Hemsley Avenue in Serangoon 
Gardens, with some three cases being reported. 
Locals are being encouraged to remove all stagnant 
water in the area to prevent mosquito breeding.

Source: CNA (14/Sep/2019): https://www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/zika-cluster-
hemsley-avenue-serangoon-gardens-worried-
residents-11906502 

VIETNAM: WOLBACHIA INFECTED MOSQUITOES 
RELEASED TO CONTROL DENGUE VIRUS
Dengue cases in Southeast Asia are on the increase 
for numerous reasons, from increasing urbanization 
to increased temperatures with global warming. 
One means of stopping dengue transmission is by 
the release of Wolbachia infected Aedes aegypti, the 
mosquito responsible for spreading the virus. The 
first releases of Wolbachia mosquitoes were highly 
successful, which occurred in northern Australia 
around Cairns, stopping local dengue transmission. 
Last year Wolbachia-infected mosquitoes were 
released in Vinh Luong and dengue cases are down 
by 86%. This year alone there have been 670,000 
people infected and more than 1,800 have died in 
Southeast Asia from dengue virus. Further releases 
in Vietnam are planned and a release in Malaysia is 
mentioned below.

Source: Japan Times (13/Sep/2019): https://www.
japantimes.co.jp/news/2019/09/13/asia-pacific/
science-health-asia-pacific/dengue-vietnam-
mosquitoes-resistant/#.XX2Q-mZS82w 

AMERICA: NEONICATINOIDS AFFECTS 
SONGBIRDS
Neonicatinoid insecticides have shown to cause 
rapid weight loss in a migratory songbird and 
disrupts its ability to migrate. The bird is the white-
crown sparrow and they were fed small doses of 
the insecticide in a research study. These birds lost 
a significant amount of weight within six hours. 
A higher dose was lethal. The insecticides also 
caused the birds to eat less and to fly less during 
their normal migration patterns. Neonicatinoids are 
widely used in agriculture and scientists are urging 
farmers to adopt integrated pest management 
practices to reduce the use of the chemical, and 
reduce secondary impacts on wildlife.

Source: ABC News (13/Sep/2019): https://
www.abc.net.au/news/science/2019-09-13/
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CHINA: RESEARCHERS WIN IG NOBEL PRIZE!
The Ig Nobel Prize, unrelated to its more famous 
cousin, the Nobel Prize, is given out for research that 
makes people laugh, yet the science is often very 
serious. For example, at the recent Ig Nobel Prize, 
Australian researchers won a prize for determining 
why wombat poo is square shaped (something that 
has baffled scientists for decades). In the world of 
urban pests, Chinese researchers, and colleagues 
from elsewhere in the world, found that dead, 
magnetized cockroaches behave differently to living, 
magnetized cockroaches. Living cockroaches when 
magnetized, will generate a magnetic field for an 
hour or so, and it is believed that helps to spatially 
orientate the cockroach.

Source: The Guardian (13/Sep/2019): https://www.
theguardian.com/science/2019/sep/13/study-french-
postmens-testicles-ig-nobel-winner and: https://
www.haaretz.com/science-and-health/.premium-
magnetized-dead-cockroaches-study-wins-ig-nobel-
and-it-s-amazingly-interesting-1.7853764 

SINGAPORE: INCREASED RODENT SIGHTINGS 
IN EUNOS
Following an increase in sightings of rodents in the 
Eunos area of Singapore, Aljunied GRC Member of 
Parliament (MP) and Workers’ Party chief Pritam 
Singh visited the area to witness the problem 
himself. Mr Singh stated that the problem was 
partially attributed to an issue of poor hygiene; 
rubbish lying around and people leaving cat food 
out. Both of these issues are also contributing to the 
cockroach problem in the area. The large amount of 
construction in the area may is also considered to be 
exacerbating the issue.

Source: The Online Citizen (13/Sep/2019): 
https://www.theonlinecitizen.com/2019/09/13/
mp-pritam-singh-visits-eunos-to-monitor-rodent-
issue-following-an-increase-of-burrows-and-rat-
sightings-in-the-area/ 

INDIA: JAPANESE ENCEPHALITIS
Japanese Encephalitis is a potentially lethal 
mosquito-borne disease spread by various Culex 
species. To date this year, there have been 154 
deaths from the Assam region, the highest number 
in five years. A state-wide adult vaccination program 
is planned from November with around 5.7million

Source: ProMED-ahead Digest (12/Sep/2019), Vol. 
86(29).

INDIA: GOVERNMENT STRONG HAND TO 
PREVENT MOSQUITO-BORNE DISEASE
The Health Department in northern India in the 
city of Chandigarh, has issued almost 7,000 notices 
to city residents and government buildings for 

providing potential mosquito breeding habitats. So 
far there have been 24 cases dengue virus and 17 of 
malaria, and health authorities are aiming to prevent 
more.

Also in India, Karachi surveys have identified 
a number of mosquito hot spots, and fogging 
operations have commenced. 

In Vijayawada, cases of dengue are on the rise, 
and fogging operations have commenced in high 
mosquito prone areas. Door-to-door surveys will also 
be undertaken to carry out larval control

Sources: Hindustandtimes  (9/Sep/2019): https://
www.hindustantimes.com/cities/ut-health-dept-
is-silencing-mosquito-buzz-with-iron-hand/
story-KmGzPtwP2a5OW67D0ZdmVP.html, https://
tribune.com.pk/story/2052572/1-survey-identifies-
mosquito-breeding-spots-karachi/, http://www.
newindianexpress.com/cities/vijayawada/2019/
sep/08/mosquito-menace-anti-larval-op-in-high-
risk-vijayawada-areas-2030626.html   

MALAYSIA: MASS DEATH IN WILDLIFE AND 
FARM ANIMALS DUE TO RAT POISON
Following rodent poison being spread in an 
uncontrolled manner on a farm to kill mice, around 
40 cattle were killed and a variety of wildlife. 
Apparently the person who applied the poison failed 
to place it in bait stations and sprinkled it around in 
the open.  

Source: World of Buzz (9/Sep/2019): https://www.
worldofbuzz.com/40-cows-countless-wild-animals-
found-dead-due-to-rat-poison-in-johor-estate/ 

NEW YORK: DRUNKEN RATS
New York continues its fight against rodents. The 
latest attempt to control rats involves a new traps 
which entices the animal with bait before them fall 
into a vat of alcohol to drown. The device is called an 
Ekomille and claims to knock out the rodent quickly, 
before they drown. The devices can hold up to 80 
dead rats.

Source: WXYZ Detroit (8/Sep/2019): https://www.
wxyz.com/news/new-york-plans-to-deal-with-its-rat-
problem-by-drowning-them-in-booze 

PHILIPPINES: JAPANESE ENCEPHALITIS
A 14-year old girl from the Pangasinan province in 
the north of the country has died from the deadly 
mosquito-borne disease, Japanese Encephalitis. 
This was the first fatality in the province. Japanese 
Encephalitis is the main cause of viral encephalitis in 
Asia. Over the last three years in the Philippines there 
have been over 730 cases. 

Source: ProMED-ahead Digest (8/Sep/2019), Vol. 
86(18)

INDIA: TICK SAMPLES SENT FOR TESTING
Researchers from the National Centre for Disease 
Control have collected ticks from Jodhpur and sent 
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them to the National Institute of Virology in Pune 
to determine how many are carrying the deadly 
Crimean-Congo Haemorrhagic Fever (CCHF) virus. 
Recently, the region experienced its first case of 
CCHF for four years. Previously, a nurse acquired 
the disease while treated an infected patient. This 
highlights how infectious the virus is and the risks to 
the community. 

Source: Times of India (8/Sep/2019): https://
timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/hyalomma-
tick-samples-sent-to-pune-virology-institute/
articleshow/71030259.cms 

US: BIRD DETERRENT BECOMES HAVEN FOR 
STINGING PESTS
Live oaks trees in Texas are covered in netting to 
prevent pigeons and other birds from nesting. 
However, these birds also eat many nasty pests, 
which has led to an outbreak of a type of caterpillar 
with a nasty sting. The ‘Asp’ caterpillar, Megalopyge 
opercularis, is covered with spines and is considered 
North America’s most venomous caterpillar. 
Symptoms of the sting may include localised pain, 
“headaches, nausea, vomiting, fever, low blood 
pressure, inflammation of lymph nodes and, in 
severe cases, abdominal distress, muscle spasms, 
convulsions and respiratory stress”. Researchers 
found that trees that were netted had 7,300% higher 
number of Asps than those not netted. 

Source: ScienceDaily (6/Sep/2019): https://www.
sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/09/190906134002.
htm 

ZIMBABWE: TERMITES INSPIRE ARCHITECTURE
In an attempt to construct buildings that use less 
energy, a Zimbabwe architect looked to termite 
mounds for inspiration. He noticed certain mounds 
had a particular shape and were covered in tiny 
holes. He concluded that this design was an 
optimum form for the climate, and so incorporated 
this form into a new building design. The architect 
has now used this design in other buildings around 
the world.

Source: Grist (6/Sep/2019): https://grist.org/article/
these-self-cooled-buildings-were-inspired-by-
termites-and-frogs/ 

NEW ZEALAND: ANTS INVADING AUCKLAND 
HOMES
In the northern New Zealand city of Auckland, what 
is being described as ‘hideous’ infestations of ants 
are invading homes. Some people believe it is the 
worst seen to date. The species is the black ant and 
all areas of the home are being invaded. According 
to one local expert, Dr Paul Craddock of Flybusters, 
the wet month of August is causing ant colonies 
to seek drier locations, and houses are the perfect 
warm and dry area. It is expected that the problem 

will become worse as the nation moves into the 
Spring months.

Source: Stuff (5/Sep/2019): https://www.stuff.
co.nz/auckland/115564681/hideous-ant-infestation-
plagues-north-auckland-homes 

BANGLADESH: MOSQUITO CONTROL 
ACTIVITIES TO RUN THROUGHOUT THE YEAR
With the ongoing dengue problems associated with 
mosquitoes, the Finance Minister, Mr Mustafa Kumal 
said the Government would run mosquito control 
programs throughout the year. Some 200 foggers 
and 40,000 litres of insecticide were purchased. This 
year there have been over 72,000 cases of dengue, 
most (over 41,000) from the capital Dhaa.

Source: The Daily Star (4/Sep/2019): https://www.
thedailystar.net/country/news/anti-mosquito-drive-
continue-throughout-the-year-1795426 

GRAPHENE TO COMBAT MOSQUITO BITES
Graphene is sometimes called a ‘super material’. 
It is the thinnest known material at one atom 
thick. What is special is its strength, being some 
200 times stronger than steel. Researchers in the 
US have found that Graphene blocks the signals 
that mosquitoes use to detect us. Furhermore, 
mosquitoes are unable to bite through the 
substance. The potential for Graphene-lined clothing 
is real and could act as a chemical-free mosquito 
repellent.

Source: Create (3/Sep/2019), 
https://www.createdigital.org.au/
repelling-mosquitoes-graphenes-stable-abilities/ 

USA: RODENT JUMPS INTO THE FRYING PAN!
In Texas, USA, a rodent was seen running around 
a kitchen in a fast food burger store. One of the 
customers attempted to chase it away, but the 
rodent leaped straight into the hot oil of the deep 
fryer. You can see the video in the link below. Deep 
fried rat anyone?

Source: New York Post (2/Sep/2019), https://nypost.
com/2019/09/02/video-shows-rodent-leaping-into-
deep-fryer-at-whataburger/ 

BANGLADESH: USING RADIATION TO COMBAT 
DENGUE
Bangladesh is in the middle of a major dengue 
outbreak; the worst for almost 20 years. Dengue is 
spread by the mosquito, Aedes aegypti. Experts from 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and 
the World Health Organization (WHO) are looking 
to assist the nation by examining the potential of 
utilising a technique called Sterile Insect Technique 
(SIT). This is where mosquitoes are given a dose of 
radiation that sterilizes the males; when they mate 
with the female, eggs fail to hatch. A four-year 
project is being planned to assess the effect on the 
local mosquito population when sterilized males will 
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be released. 
Source: IAEA (2/Sep/2019), https://www.iaea.org/

newscenter/pressreleases/iaea-advises-bangladesh-
on-potential-use-of-nuclear-technique-to-fight-
dengue-mosquitoes 

SINGAPORE: DENGUE CASES ON THE DECLINE
According to the Minister for the Environment 
and Water Resources, Mr Masagos Zulkifli, the 
number of dengue cases are on the decline, with 
few hot spots of activity. Dengue cases were higher 
this year, thought due to three factors; increased 
mosquito numbers, decreased human immunity 
to the disease, and warmer weather. The National 
Environment Agency (NEA) increased their property 
inspections, fining around 1,200 households over 
mosquito breeding. 

Source: CNA (2/Sep/2019), https://www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/dengue-
clusters-closed-cases-down-wolbachia-masagos-
nea-11864374 

CHINA: REWARDING RESIDENTS CATCHING 
RATS
China has a solid history of encouraging residents 
to be actively involved in reducing pest problems. 
Residents in a county in Jiangxi province are 
receiving a bounty of 5 yuan (USD$0.70) for each rat 
captured and presented to officials.

Source: Sixth Tone (2/Sep/2019), http://
www.sixthtone.com/ht_news/1004520/
rat-catching-residents-rewarded-in-jiangxi-province 

SEYCHELLES: REDUCING YELLOW CRAZY ANT 
NUMBERS
The Yellow Crazy Ant, Anoplolepis gracilipes, is 
threatening the ecosystem of Vallee de Mai on 
the Seychelles. Chemical bait will be deployed to 
reduce ant numbers to help protect wildlife. Initial 
applications of the bait have resulted in large 
numbers of dead ants. The big concern for the island 
is that the ants attack natural pollinators of native 
plants, which could lead to their decline.

Source: Seychelles News Agency (2/Sep/2019), 
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/
articles/11576/Yellow+crazy+ants+in+the+cross+hair
s+Project+is+designed+to+protect+Seychelles%27+
coco+de+mer 

PHILIPPINES: POINTLESS RELEASE OF CANE 
TOADS TO STOP MOSQUITOES
Recently officials in the Philippine city of Quezon City 
released thousands of cane toads as they believed 
the amphibians could control mosquitoes. This 
unprecedented act was in response to the national 
dengue crisis.  The fact is, is that there is no evidence 
that frogs and toads can reduce mosquito numbers. 
Furthermore, dengue mosquitoes tend to breed 
in containers where amphibians do not. Mosquito 

control should be based on science not hearsay. 
Source: Philstar Global (1/Sep/2019), https://

www.philstar.com/nation/2019/09/01/1948009/
no-proof-frogs-toads-effective-vs-mosquitoes 

HONG KONG: STORIES FROM A BED BUG 
EXTERMINATOR
A pest manager recounts some of his experiences in 
controlling bed bugs while in Hong Kong. According 
to Francisco Pazos of Nobedbugs, he has been 
called out to “hotels, coffee shops, restaurants, 
hair salons and on aeroplanes” to kill bed bugs as 
well as hospitals, aged care facilities, cinemas, taxis 
and on the rail system. It is believed that bed bugs 
are on the increase in the region and it is the most 
vulnerable in society who are the greatest risk of an 
infestation (SLD: same as elsewhere in the world. The 
socially disadvantaged have become the reservoir 
for bed bugs in society. Failing to pay for control in 
those that cannot afford it, will make bed bugs very 
happy!)

Source: Hong Kong Free Press (1/Sep/2019), https://
www.hongkongfp.com/2019/09/01/tales-hong-
kongs-bed-bug-exterminator-emotional-trauma-
worse-pests/ 

JAPAN: HUMAN DNA ADDED TO RATS
Japanese scientists are attempting to grow rats that 
have a human DNA content of around 30 percent. 
The aim is to grow human organs in the rodents, 
which could have huge benefit to many ill people.

Source: The Post Millennial (30/Aug/2019): https://
www.thepostmillennial.com/japanese-scientists-to-
grow-rat-embryos-spliced-with-30-percent-human-
dna/ 

AUSTRALIA: BEES MOVING INTO WATER METER 
BOXES
Around 300 beehives have been found in water 
meter boxes in homes around Brisbane, the state 
capital of Queensland. This is well ahead of the 
spring months when bees are normally most active. 
Fortunately, most of the bees are a native stingless 
species. The bees like the meter boxes as they 
are dark and warm. (SLD: I have lived all my live in 
Australia, but in Sydney, and have never heard of 
water meter boxes before!)

Source: The Age (30/Aug/2019): https://www.
theage.com.au/national/queensland/hundreds-of-
brisbane-water-meter-boxes-carry-extra-sting-for-
residents-20190830-p52mcx.html 

MALAYSIA: SEVEN RESTAURANTS IN GOMBAK 
CLOSED DUE TO RAT AND COCKROACHES
Seven restaurants in the Gombak region were closed 
by the Selangor Health Department over hygiene 
issues involving severe infestations of rodents and 
cockroaches, and a lack of cleanliness. Each where 
ordered to close for 14 days while the pest problems 

https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/iaea-advises-bangladesh-on-potential-use-of-nuclear-technique-to-fight-dengue-mosquitoes
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/iaea-advises-bangladesh-on-potential-use-of-nuclear-technique-to-fight-dengue-mosquitoes
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/iaea-advises-bangladesh-on-potential-use-of-nuclear-technique-to-fight-dengue-mosquitoes
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/pressreleases/iaea-advises-bangladesh-on-potential-use-of-nuclear-technique-to-fight-dengue-mosquitoes
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/dengue-clusters-closed-cases-down-wolbachia-masagos-nea-11864374
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/dengue-clusters-closed-cases-down-wolbachia-masagos-nea-11864374
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/dengue-clusters-closed-cases-down-wolbachia-masagos-nea-11864374
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/dengue-clusters-closed-cases-down-wolbachia-masagos-nea-11864374
http://www.sixthtone.com/ht_news/1004520/rat-catching-residents-rewarded-in-jiangxi-province
http://www.sixthtone.com/ht_news/1004520/rat-catching-residents-rewarded-in-jiangxi-province
http://www.sixthtone.com/ht_news/1004520/rat-catching-residents-rewarded-in-jiangxi-province
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/11576/Yellow+crazy+ants+in+the+cross+hairs+Project+is+designed+to+protect+Seychelles%27+coco+de+mer
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/11576/Yellow+crazy+ants+in+the+cross+hairs+Project+is+designed+to+protect+Seychelles%27+coco+de+mer
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/11576/Yellow+crazy+ants+in+the+cross+hairs+Project+is+designed+to+protect+Seychelles%27+coco+de+mer
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/11576/Yellow+crazy+ants+in+the+cross+hairs+Project+is+designed+to+protect+Seychelles%27+coco+de+mer
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2019/09/01/1948009/no-proof-frogs-toads-effective-vs-mosquitoes
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2019/09/01/1948009/no-proof-frogs-toads-effective-vs-mosquitoes
https://www.philstar.com/nation/2019/09/01/1948009/no-proof-frogs-toads-effective-vs-mosquitoes
https://www.hongkongfp.com/2019/09/01/tales-hong-kongs-bed-bug-exterminator-emotional-trauma-worse-pests/
https://www.hongkongfp.com/2019/09/01/tales-hong-kongs-bed-bug-exterminator-emotional-trauma-worse-pests/
https://www.hongkongfp.com/2019/09/01/tales-hong-kongs-bed-bug-exterminator-emotional-trauma-worse-pests/
https://www.hongkongfp.com/2019/09/01/tales-hong-kongs-bed-bug-exterminator-emotional-trauma-worse-pests/
https://www.thepostmillennial.com/japanese-scientists-to-grow-rat-embryos-spliced-with-30-percent-human-dna/
https://www.thepostmillennial.com/japanese-scientists-to-grow-rat-embryos-spliced-with-30-percent-human-dna/
https://www.thepostmillennial.com/japanese-scientists-to-grow-rat-embryos-spliced-with-30-percent-human-dna/
https://www.thepostmillennial.com/japanese-scientists-to-grow-rat-embryos-spliced-with-30-percent-human-dna/
https://www.theage.com.au/national/queensland/hundreds-of-brisbane-water-meter-boxes-carry-extra-sting-for-residents-20190830-p52mcx.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/queensland/hundreds-of-brisbane-water-meter-boxes-carry-extra-sting-for-residents-20190830-p52mcx.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/queensland/hundreds-of-brisbane-water-meter-boxes-carry-extra-sting-for-residents-20190830-p52mcx.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/queensland/hundreds-of-brisbane-water-meter-boxes-carry-extra-sting-for-residents-20190830-p52mcx.html


WWW.FAOPMA.COM || 61 

N
E
W
S

were addressed. 
Source: New Straits Times (29/Aug/2019): https://

www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2019/08/517087/
seven-gombak-restaurants-closed-following-roach-
rat-infestations 

US: TRUMPED BY BED BUGS!
Recently, accusations of bed bugs have emerged at 
Donald Trump’s property, Doral Golf Club in Miama. 
However, he tweeted that this was all fake news and 
a “Radical Left” plot by the Democrats to spread 
rumours. The only problem, according to media 
reports, was that the property has had bed bugs and 
was sued over the insects. Eventually the Golf Club 
came to a legal settlement over the bed bugs. Thus 
it appears that Donald was Trumped by the Facts! 

Source: Law & Crime (27/Aug/2019), https://
lawandcrime.com/high-profile/trump-claims-
doral-bedbugs-nasty-rumor-despite-2017-legal-
settlement-over-bedbugs/ and https://lawandcrime.
com/high-profile/trump-resort-looking-to-settle-
bed-bug-lawsuit-before-inauguration/ 

PAKISTAN: CRIMEAN-CONGO HEMORRHAGIC 
FEVER (CCHF)
Human cases of the deadly tick-borne disease CCHF 
continue in the Karachi district, with now 27 for the 
year. Almost half (13) have died from the infection.

Source: ProMED Digest (27/Aug/2019), Vol. 86(83)

AUSTRALIA: RODENT PROBLEMS IN SYDNEY
There has been a spate of rodent problems across 
Sydney due to major construction works. Now the 
local City Council is looking to solutions from over-
seas and has commissioned a study to examine 
rodent eradication processes. Baiting has increased, 
along with frequency of bait inspections, and resi-
dents are being cautioned about rubbish disposal. 

Source: Government News (26/Aug/2019): 
https://www.governmentnews.com.au/
sydney-council-seeks-rat-solutions/  

NOVEL MEANS OF CONTROLLING TICKS: DRY 
UP THEIR SALIVA
Ticks spread a range of pathogens that can cause 
serious human disease via their saliva when they 
bite. This can include a range of viruses, bacteria, 
protozoans, and rickettsia, and the incidence of tick-
borne disease is rapidly rising around the world. A 
group of researchers at Louisiana State University 
are looking at compounds that can dry up a tick’s 
saliva. If the ticks are unable to produce saliva, this 
may stop them from feeding. The aim is to create 
an imbalance in the ion concentration in the sali-
vary glands. Initial tests were highly promising, saliva 
secretion was reduced by 95% and ticks died within 
12 hours. This research could lead to novel means of 
tick control in the environment.

Source: ScienceDaily (26/Aug/2019): 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2019/08/190826092328.htm 

CHIKUNGUNYA UPDATE FOR 2019
Taiwan: 1 local and 24 import cases. 
Thailand: 6,289 cases (the south of the country had 
almost 5,000 cases).

Source: ProMED Digest (25/Aug/2019), Vol. 86(78).

INDIA: DRONES USED FOR MOSQUITO 
CONTROL IN HYDERABAD
Drones are starting to be used to control mosqui-
toes in all 195 lakes across Hyderabad. The drones 
used hold 20L of insecticides and can treat 16 acres 
in under four hours. Much of the problem relates to 
the choking of the water ways with water hyacinth, 
which is creating the mosquito breeding habitat. Six 
lakes were initially treated in under three days with 
drones, in comparison, human treatment take 10 
days for one lake. Drone operating costs are around 
USD$280 per day.

Source: The News Minute (25/Aug/2019); https://
www.thenewsminute.com/article/hyderabad-civic-
authorities-use-drones-fight-mosquito-menace-all-
city-lakes-107809 
Indonesia: Jakarta Women Looses Millions to Termites A res-
ident of South Jakarta stored cash notes inside a cab-
inet that was attacked by termites. Millions of Rupiah 
(Rp) was destroyed by the insects. The women con-
cerned, Ms Putri Buddin, gave her grandmother cash 
to use, however she just put the money away in the 
cabinet. It was estimated that 10million Rp was in the 
cabinet and termites destroyed around 4.6million Rp 
(USD$325).

Source: Star Online (24/Aug/2019): https://
www.thestar.com.my/news/regional/2019/08/24/
woman-loses-millions-in-cash-to-termites 

TAIWAN: WINGED ANTS INVADE VILLAGE
Thousands of winged ants invaded a village in Chiayi 
Country for the fifth consecutive year, this time in 
late August. Residents tried using flame throwers to 
stop the ants, others used sticky paper and bowls of 
water. Literally thousands of ants would be captured 
each night.

Source: Taiwan Times (24/Aug/2019): https://www.
taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/3767307 

DENGUE UPDATE FOR 2019
Australia: 962 cases, most imported. 
Bangladesh: 48,280 cases, 48 deaths, 1,929 hospital 
admissions. 
Bhutan: 314 cases. 
Cambodia: 1,664 cases, 7 deaths. 
China: 12 cases in Macau. 
Cook Islands: 78 cases. 
Fiji: 1,894 cases. 
French Polynesia: 358 cases 
India: Dehradun has had 132 cases, and Bengalure 
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4,443 cases. 
Malaysia: almost 80,000 cases and 113 deaths. 
Marshall Islands: 21 cases. 
Myanmar: 10,757 cases, 48 deaths. 
Pakistan: 65 cases from Punjab, 186 new cases in 
Karachi (6 deaths this year), 50 cases from Peshawar. 
Philippines: 160,000 cases, 661 deaths. 
Singapore: 8,946 cases 
Sri Lanka: 234,078 cases, 47 deaths. 
Taiwan: 66 local cases and 288 imported. 
Thailand: 49,174 cases, 64 deaths. 
Tuvalu: 509 cases. 
Total: 601,989 cases, 988 deaths.

Source: ProMED Digest (22/Aug/2019), Vol. 86(69).

AUSTRALIA: FADING TOWN’S LAST HOPE – THE 
DINOSAUR ANT
The population of the small remote town of 
Poochera in South Australia, is dwindling in number. 
Many believe the location will soon become a ghost 
town. The locals are aiming to offer a new attrac-
tion to bring visitors; a Dinosaur ant statue. Poochera 
is home to a unique species of ant, Nothomyrmecia 
macrops, which are commonly known as the 
Dinosaur ant. This is a rare species that dates back 
some 70 million years and has a wasp-like sting. So 
the next time you are travelling in the southern part 
of Australia, come and see the unique Dinosaur Ant!

Source: ABC News (21/Aug/2019), https://www.abc.
net.au/news/2019-08-21/poochera-dinosaur-ants-
help-fight-towns-extinction/11425666 

BRAZIL: ANCIENT TERMITE MOUNDS FOUND
Some 200 million termite mounds have been found 
by researchers in Brazil that cover some thousands 
of miles. The mounds stand 10 feet high and are 
up to 4,000 years old. They were all created by the 
one species of termite and are the waste from their 
underground tunnels. 

Source: Antarctica Journal (21/Aug/2019), 
https://www.antarcticajournal.com/
ancient-termite-megalopolis-found-in-brazil/ 

CROP CIRCLES EXPLAINED: TERMITES!
Mysterious circles in crops appear all around the 
world, in fact such phenomenon date back over 400 
years. Many explanations have been given, includ-
ing alien visitations. However, scientists now believe 
that it is due to the termite, Psammotermes allo-
cerus, which digs underground eating the roots of 
the plants causing them to die.

Source: Crime Russia (19/Aug/2019): https://
en.crimerussia.com/international/scientists-
explained-source-of-mysterious-crop-circles/ 

AUSTRALIA: MOSQUITO SPRAYING HALTED TO 
PREVENT BURULI ULCER
Buruli ulcer is a type of wound that does not heal 
readily. They can remain open and weeping for 

months to years. An outbreak of Buruli ulcer is occur-
ring in southeastern Australia, near the capital of 
Victoria, Melbourne, in the Mornington and Bellarine 
peninsulas. It is thought (yet not comprehensively 
proven) that the bacteria that causes the ulcer is 
spread via the bites of mosquitoes. A mosquito 
spraying trial was set to commence in October, to 
see if this would reduce the incidence of Buruli ulcer 
in the area. However, this was a controversial plan as 
many correctly believed that this would affect bees 
and other insects. A petition against the spraying 
was signed by more than 16,000 people (SLD: non-
directed pest control like this proposal seems like a 
very strange strategy and reminiscent of past prac-
tices. I can fully understand the objections raised.)

Source: The Age (14/Aug/2019): https://www.
theage.com.au/national/victoria/buruli-ulcer-mos-
quito-spray-trial-halted-amid-pesticide-bee-con-
cerns-20190814-p52h59.html 

MALAYSIA: PROF CHOW-YANG LEE MOVES TO 
THE USA
The most famous urban pest researcher in Asia, Prof. 
Chow-Yang Lee, formerly of Universti Sains Malaysia, 
has moved to the University of California, Riverside. 
His new position is Endowed Presidential Chair in 
Urban Entomology. Past luminaries of the posi-
tion Prof. Lee now holds, includes Michael Rust and 
Walter Ebeling. Prof. has worked on a range of urban 
pests and was co-editor of Advances in the Biology 
and Management of Modern Bed Bugs, which was 
released in 2018 (SLD: co-editors included Dr Dini 
Miller from the US and me!)

Source: PCT (14/Aug/2019): https://www.pctonline.
com/article/chow-yang-lee-uc-riverside-entomol-
ogy-department/ 

INDIA: SCRUB TYPHUS
There have been 241 cases of Scrub Typhus with one 
death in Himachal Pradesh. Scrub typhus is called by 
the rickettsia Orientia tsutsugamushi and transmit-
ted by certain species of mites. The disease is readily 
treatable with antibiotics. 

Source: ProMED Digest (14/Aug/2019), Vol. 86(41).

AUSTRALIA: FIRE ANTS CONTINUE TO SPREAD 
IN QUEENSLAND
Fire ants in south east Queensland continues to 
spread particularly around the Logan area. Latest 
data suggests that nests have tripled in number in 
just a few months. A whistleblower has now revealed 
that the eradication program is out of control. Hear 
her story in the link below:

Source: 4BC (13/Aug/2019), 
www.4bc.com.au/podcast/
fire-ants-exploding-across-southeast-queensland/  

US: RODENTS ON REMOTE ALASKAN ISLAND
There are numerous stories of rodents being 
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released on remote islands around the world deci-
mating wildlife. Only recently, rats were found on 
Saint Paul’s Island in the Bering Sea. The island is 
home to over two million seabirds including the 
extraordinarily beautiful tufted puffin, which has 
a hair do that puts the Fonz to shame (in case you 
are too young, the ‘Fonz’ was the ultra-cool charac-
ter with slick hair from the TV hit, Happy Days). The 
following link details the history of rodents on the 
island and potential threat to wildlife. This is worthy 
of a read:

Source: Haikai Magazine (13/Aug/2019), www.
hakaimagazine.com/features/the-rat-spill/ 

SOUTH AFRICA: RAT DAMAGES PRIZED 
PORSCHE
We know that rats do a lot of damage to food stores 
and in houses. But what about the real love of your 
live, your brand new sports car? In KwaZulu-Natal in 
South Africa, and owner of a prized Porsche Carrera 
Cabriolet took his car for a drive and noticed that 
there was no oil pressure. A rat had chewed so 
many cables and pipes, that the repair bill came to a 
hefty USD$10,000! The owners home has now been 
treated for rodents and claims his car is loaded with 
rat poison.

Source: Sunday Times (13/Aug/2019), www.
timeslive.co.za/news/consumer-live/2019-08-13-rat-
causes-r154000-damage-to-porsche/ 

AUSTRALIA: LEPTOSPIROSIS OUTBREAK IN 
DOGS
Leptospirosis is a bacterial disease carried by 
rodents. An outbreak of the disease occurred in 
the inner suburbs of Sydney, Australia during early 
August, in dogs. A total of six canines were affected 
and all either died or were euthanized. It is believed 
that construction work in Sydney has caused more 
rats to surface leading to the infection of the dogs. 
Veterinarians in the area are recommending all dogs 
are vaccinated. Rodent bait stations have also been 
increased.

Source: ProMED Digest (14/Aug/2019), Vol. 86(34).

JAPAN: RAT VIDEO IN CONVENIENCE STORE 
GOES VIRAL
A convenience store in Shibuya, Japan had to release 
a public apology after a video of a rat running 
around in one of their stores went viral on social 
media. At least six rodents were depicted in the vid-
eos that appeared on YouTube and Twitter. The 
videos were viewed more than 5million times, high-
lighting the power (and damage) of social media. 
The store is now reviewing its pest procedures.

Source: ABC News (8/Aug/2019), https://www.
abc.net.au/news/2019-08-08/oh-rats!-japan-conve-
nience-store-apologises-after-viral-rodent/11393690 

 

ANIMAL RIGHT ACTIVIST PLEADS; DO NOT KILL 
MOSQUITOES
An animal right activist from France is telling people 
not to kill mosquitoes and let them bloodfeed. He 
notes that the mosquitoes are just trying to obtain 
blood to produce babies; which is no different to 
humans killing animals to survive. He does admit 
that you should not be bitten in Africa, to avoid 
malaria, but urges people to use repellents if they 
wish to avoid bites. Other animal rights groups do 
not agree with this view, particularly as mosquitoes 
are responsible for killing millions of people annually. 

Source: Mashable SE Asia (7/Aug2019): https://sea.
mashable.com/science/5409/an-animal-rights-activ-
ist-says-you-should-let-mosquitoes-suck-your-blood-
and-not-kill-them 

NEW ZEALAND: LARGE NUMBERS OF PETS 
DYING DUE TO RODENT POISON
With the aim to eradicate rodents by 2050 in New 
Zealand, an increasing number of pets are succumb-
ing to rodent baits. According to local veterinarians, 
the number of poisonings in pets are the worst ever 
seen. Much of the problems stems from the uncon-
trolled sales and use of rodenticides with residents 
leaving the baits in areas that can be accessed by 
pets. Many people have called for such products to 
be only available to professionals with the appropri-
ate training to minimize non-target impacts.

Source: News Now (5/Aug/2019): https://www.tvnz.
co.nz/one-news/new-zealand/family-pets-in-auck-
land-becoming-unwitting-victims-growing-battle-
against-rats 

YEMEN: SUCCESS! LYMPHATIC FILARIASIS 
ELIMINATED
After two decades of attempting to eliminate the 
horrible mosquito-borne disease, lymphatic filaria-
sis, which can cause major disfigurement, a success 
outcome has been achieved. The Global Alliance to 
Eliminate Lymphatic Filariasis stated in early August 
that the condition was eradicated and Yemen is now 
the second country in the eastern Mediterranean 
region to achieve this goal. The success elimina-
tion has revolved around a strategy encompassing 
mass drug administration, patient management, 
and prevention of the disease. The disease is caused 
by infection with nematode worms that block the 
lymphatic system causing swelling, pain and social 
stigma.

Source: ProMED Digest (2/Aug/2019), Vol. 85(11).

AUSTRALIA: FIRE ANTS SPREADING
An insider within Biosecurity Queensland is claim-
ing that fire ants are spreading into new areas across 
south-east Queensland and the war to eradicate 
them is almost lost. The claims are that management 
have failed to be proactive in responding to ant 
sightings, which allows the ant population to grow in 
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the meantime. It is claimed that 13,000 ant sightings 
are waiting confirmation. However, such claims are 
denied by the Government. However, it cannot be 
denied that since being first discovered in 2001, the 
ant population has spread dramatically.

Source: ABC (31/Jul/2019): https://www.abc.net.au/
news/2019-07-31/biosecurity-insider-warns-fire-ants-
spreading-in-south-east-qld/11367780 

INDIA: MALARIA IN DEHLI
Over 85 cases of malaria have been reported this 
year from Dehli, with almost half the cases being 
reported from July. Local health authorities are 
advising to take precautions against mosquito bites, 
including wearing long sleeves and using bed nets.

Source: ProMED Digest (30/Jul/2019), Vol. 85(105).

UNITED KINGDOM: ANT SWARM COULD BE 
SEEN ON RADAR
A swarm flying ants were so large that they 
appeared on radar. The species, the black garden ant 
(Lasius niger), swarms every year such that the locals 
call it ‘Flying Ant Day’. Typically the swarming occurs 
after a period of hot and humid weather sometime 
between July and September. Meteorologists often 
mistake the swarms as precipitation.

Source: Science Alert (28/Jul/2019): https://www.sci-
encealert.com/a-deluge-of-flying-ants-was-picked-
up-by-the-uk-s-weather-service-from-space 

PHILIPPINES: WARNINGS OF FAKE REPELLENTS
The Department of Health-Center for Health 
Development in Western Visayas is warning the pub-
lic of the growth of fake repellents in the market. It 
is important that users look for the FDA approval on 
the label. An increase in the sales of repellents have 
occurred due to major dengue activity.

Source: Panay News (28/Jul/2019): 
https://www.panaynews.net/
public-warned-vs-fake-mosquito-repellent/ 

WEARABLE BED BUG REPELLENT
RxBioLabs has produced a bed bug repellent which 
the company claims is the first developed spe-
cifically against this insect. The product is called 
CimexiShield, unfortunately the company is not 
clear on what the active ingredients are and there 
has been no independent efficacy testing to verify 
claims of efficacy.

Source: Digital Journal (27/Jul/2019): http://www.
digitaljournal.com/pr/4393192 

AUSTRALIA: ANTS PREPARED FOR INSECT 
ARMAGEDDON
In recent years, there has been a global decline in 
insect species, and this is predicted to become much 
worse with the growing effects of climate change. 
However, it appears that some ant species can adapt 
to the higher heat by altering their behavior. They 

spend more time underground, and only forage dur-
ing the cooler periods (SLD: of course if their food 
source declines with climate change, then so will the 
ants.)

Source: ScienceDaily (26/Jul/2019): https://www.sci-
encedaily.com/releases/2019/07/190716103411.htm 

CHINA: MOSQUITOES ERADICATED ON TWO 
ISLANDS
In a period of two years, Aedes albopictus has been 
eradicated from two islands in the Chinese city 
of Guangzhou. This is an aggressive biting mosquito 
that can transmit a range of viral pathogens. A two 
pronged strategy was used to combat the mosqui-
toes including the release of Wolbachia infected 
mosquitoes, which prevents the eggs hatching. 
Secondly, a sterilization process was used via appli-
cation of radiation to laboratory breed mosquitoes. 
When the males mate, the females cannot lay fer-
tile eggs, as they only mate once. A very funny video 
depicting how the devices works can be seen at: 
https://youtu.be/uDWF0LCZm9g 

Source: Science Alert (24/Jul/2019): https://www.
sciencealert.com/scientists-effectively-wipe-out-
mosquito-populations-of-two-chinese-islands-in-
just-two-years 

AUSTRALIA: MAP OF RODENT HOTSPOTS 
HIGHLIGHTS PROBLEM AREAS IN SYDNEY
It is claimed that Sydney is presently infested with 
a population of one billion rats. In recent times, rats 
have been spotted running through many restau-
rants with videos of such occurrences being posted 
to social media. Furthermore, seven dogs have 
contracted and died from the rodent carried dis-
ease, leptospirosis (see story elsewhere). The City of 
Sydney Council has more than doubled the number 
of rodent bait stations. A map has now been posted 
(in the link below) of the most affected areas of 
Sydney. The increase in rodents have been blamed 
on construction works, poor sanitation, and a lack 
of businesses in the area being proactive at rodent 
control.

Source: The Queensland Times (24/
Jul/2019):  https://www.qt.com.au/news/
map-reveals-sydneys-billion-rat-problem/3788452/ 

USING LASERS TO SPOT MOSQUITOES
Spotting mosquitoes in a room at night can be very 
difficult. Thus the Israel based company Bzigo, has 
developed a device that can detect mosquitoes and 
point a laser at the insect. The laser does not zap the 
mosquito, but allows the user to detect the insect 
making it easier to kill the nuisance buzzing pest. 

Source: Israel21c (24/Jul/2019): https://www.
israel21c.org/laser-targeted-mosquito-locater-aims-
to-keep-you-bite-free/ 
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INDIA: WATER COOLERS THE MOST COMMON 
BREEDING LOCATION IN GURUGRAM
Following a spike in dengue cases in the Indian city 
of Gurugram, a survey was conducted in 5,000 prem-
ises to determine where mosquitoes were breed-
ing on properties. Surprisingly, water coolers were 
the most common location where mosquitoes were 
breeding in homes, with 38% of the homes hav-
ing active breeding in the coolers. Other common 
breeding locations included water tanks and open 
pits around houses. Such surveys will help target 
more effective mosquito control programs.

Source: The Hindustan Times (21/Jul/2019): https://
www.hindustantimes.com/gurgaon/most-common-
mosquito-breeding-spot-in-gurugram-homes-is-wa-
ter-cooler-survey/story-zoTs0Lyw44vnWwQfr6GUNL.
html 

EAT ANTS TO PREVENT CANCER!
Italian research has shown that ants and grasshop-
pers are very high in antioxidants, compounds that 
are known to protect against cancer. Antioxidants 
can also protect against cardiovascular disease and 
diabetes. The researchers found that ants have sev-
eral times the level of antioxidants in common 
‘superfoods’ such as olive oil or orange juice. Perhaps 
we need a new saying, “An ant a day will keep the 
doctor away!”

Source: The Telegraph (16/Jul/2019): https://www.
telegraph.co.uk/science/2019/07/15/eating-ants-
could-protect-against-cancer-study-finds/ 

CHINA: PET ANTS SEIZED
Customs in China have seized large ants that origi-
nated from Australia, which was destined for the ille-
gal pet trade. The particular ants seized belong to 
the primitive Myrmecia genus, a group renowned 
for their painful sting, with anaphylactic reactions 
occasionally resulting. The invasion of such species 
through illegal trade could cause severe damage to 
local ecosystems. 

Source: Global Times (10/Jul/2019): http://www.glo-
baltimes.cn/content/1157422.shtml 

CLIMATE CHANGE EXPANDING TICK RANGE
In recent years, many exotic species are rapidly 
expanding their range due to climate change. This 
includes mosquitoes in Europe and ticks in Canada. 
In the latest report, the Public Health Agency of 
Canada is warning that the black-legged tick, 
Ixodes scapularis, is heading north. This is the spe-
cies responsible for transmitting Lyme disease in 
Northern America and rates of this disease are 
increasing dramatically. Furthermore, the warmer 
weather means that tick numbers are increasing. It is 
expected that the tick will continue to march north-
wards with the effects of global warming.

Source: 980CJME (9/Jul/2019): 
https://www.cjme.com/2019/07/09/

climate-change-increasing-range-and-number-of-
ticks/ 

NEW ZEALAND: BIGGEST URBAN PEST 
ERADICATION PROJECT
The biggest urban pest control program has started 
in Wellington (the country’s capital) and Miramar 
Peninsula (nearby to the international airport in 
Wellington). The aim is to eradicate feral verte-
brates including rats, possums, stoats, and weasels 
by Christmas. Some 6,000 traps and bait stations 
are being installed in the backyards of the residents. 
The cost of the project is around NZD$2.4million. 
This is part of the Government project to eradicate 
all possums, rats and stoats in New Zealand by 2050 
(see: https://predatorfreenz.org/). In areas where the 
project has begun, locals are reporting a notable 
increase in bird life.

Source: Newshub (8/Jul/2019): https://www.
newshub.co.nz/home/new-zealand/2019/07/wel-
lington-undertakes-new-zealand-s-biggest-urban-
pest-eradication.html 

MALAYSIA: WOLBACHIA RELEASE IN KUALA 
LUMPUR TO COMBAT DENGUE
The Health Ministry of Malaysia has just approved 
the release of Wolbachia infected Aedes aegypti 
to combat dengue virus in Kuala Lumper. The first 
releases of Wolbachia infected mosquitoes occurred 
in northern Australia has resulted in a dramatic 
decline in dengue virus. Last year a release occurred 
in Selangor and dengue cases reduced by up to 80%.  
This project is supported by the Gates Foundation.

Source: The StarOnline (8/Jul/2019): https://
www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2019/07/08/
tainted-mozzies-to-help-fight-dengue/ 

NEW ZEALAND: BLUE COCKROACH REVELS 
WHY NATIVE TUATARA LIZARDS DIED
A dead cockroach at Nelson Zoo was found ooz-
ing blue liquid. The insect had been poisoned with 
a blue rodenticide containing brodifacoum. Four 
endangered Tuatara lizards died at a wildlife park 
over a two year period, now thought to be the result 
of eating cockroaches that had fed on rodent bait. 
The controversy over the use of rodent anticoagu-
lants continue (SLD: pest managers need to be mind-
ful of potential non-target effects when using rodent 
baits.) 

Source: Stuff (5/Jul/2019): https://www.stuff.co.nz/
environment/113989565/picture-of-poisoned-blue-
cockroach-watershed-moment-in-tuatara-deaths 
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