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FAOPMA Member News
The latest in happenings and events from the Associations in our region
Please send your report to Stephen L. Doggett or David Lilly

CHINA

Fight Japanese encephalitis epidemic with 
effective mosquito control help Gansu 
Province’s efforts in the fight against poverty

On August 10, 2019, the “Fight Japanese 
encephalitis with effective mosquito 
control” campaign was launched in 

Jingning County, Pingliang City, Gansu Province. 
During the campaign, experts presented the report 
titled “Overview of Japanese encephalitis in Our 
Country and Comprehensive Mosquito Prevention 

and Control Strategies”. In addition, there were 
exhibits which showcased the prevention and 
control of Japanese encephalitis. Free copies of 
popular print materials of Japanese encephalitis 
prevention and control, charts depicting the 
responsible use of insecticide, and a special journal 

of mosquito control were all distributed. There were 
also on-site experts and interactive activities. All 
of these events raised the public awareness of the 
harm of Japanese encephalitis and how to control 
the spread of this disease. 
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Japanese encephalitis is an acute infectious disease 
caused by Japanese encephalitis virus and is 
transmitted through the bite of mosquitoes. Around 
30% of those that develop the disease will die and 
another 30% will have permanent brain damage. 
Many regions in China have been impacted by 
Japanese encephalitis. In recent years, outbreaks 
have occurred in northern provinces such as 
Shaanxi, Gansu, Ningxia, and Liaoning. Japanese 
encephalitis typically threatens children under the 
age of 10, but there is a trend towards older age 
groups. Since 2007, the age distribution of Japanese 
encephalitis cases has changed, with the proportion 
of older children and adults increasing significantly, 
and the age distribution of cases in some provinces 
has gradually shifted to adults. In addition to the 

prevention of Japanese encephalitis by vaccination, 
mosquito control is one of the key elements 
for disease control. The Chinese Pest Control 
Association collaborated with various institutions 
and organized 37 pest control volunteers to 
participate in mosquito prevention and control 
training, mosquito density survey, disease control 
campaign evaluation. A comprehensive mosquito 

prevention and control campaign was conducted in 
a village in Jingning County, as a demonstration site 
of mosquito vector control. 

Provided by the Chinese Pest Control Association.

I N D I A

Kolhapur city, Maharashtra state, India - 
Post flooding public health protection pest 
management initiative

The city of Kolhapur has been severely 
affected by floods due to extreme rainfall 
during over July and August 2019. The 

incessant rainfall and subsequent water logging in 
the city, resulted in more than 50% of the city being 
inaccessible. The human casualty was over thirty 
along with hundreds of livestock that were killed 
in this natural calamity. Millions of citizens were 
evacuated to safer locations until the water receded.

Standing water caused by heavy rainfall and floods, 
can act as breeding sites for mosquitoes, this can 
then in turn lead to an increase in vector-borne 
disease. This can increase the potential for exposure 
of the disaster-affected population and emergency 
workers to infections such as dengue, malaria, and 
other mosquito-borne diseases.

Flooding can have a variety of direct impacts on 
the environment and ecosystems, which can lead 
to a humanitarian emergency. Furthermore, it is 
associated with an increased risk of outbreak of 
public health disease and infection that not only 
impacts humans, but also livestock. Risk mitigation 
of the affected region is essential in order to 
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identify the public health impacts, which must 
then be followed up by strategic pest management 
treatments to manage any subsequent issues due to 
mosquitoes, flies, rodents & related diseases.

The Indian Pest Control Association (IPCA) promptly 
took up the stewardship and decided to lead from 
the front in providing post- floods vector disease 
pest management services for affected parts of 
Kolhapur city. The aim was to identify and address 
likely pest breeding locations in coordination with 
local authorities. Teams of service technicians 
from certain member companies would be sent 
to affected areas along with owners of pest 
management companies to develop and execute an 
effective integrated pest management (IPM) plan.

During this time of human crises, five active pest 
management professionals, being members of 
the IPCA, based out of Pune, Mumbai and Kolkata, 

collaborated in strategizing a structured IPM service 
plan for flood affected Kolhapur city. Around 25 
trained service technicians along with equipment 
was sent to Kolhapur city, so that thorough 
treatments could be undertaken in affected areas 
to safeguard human health. Specific treatments 
were planned and implemented to manage likely 
impact due to mosquitoes, flies and rodents in this 
region with emphasis on adulticiding and larviciding 
spraying treatments at strategic locations, for 
mosquito control.

The team coordinated with the local administration; 
the district collectors (city administrator), health 
authorities and the Kolhapur Disaster Management 
team, to identify specific affected areas of the 
region that were the high risk areas with regards to 
outbreak of diseases. Major pesticide manufacturers 
including UPL Limited, Bayer Environmental Science, 
Sumitomo Chemicals India, and FMC Corp India, 
supporting this noble initiative, as they donated 
various insecticidal products for use towards 
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protecting the public health in the affected city of 
Kolhapur.

We received the support of the Royal Family of 
Kolhapur city through the personal involvement 
of Shri Malojiraje Chhatrapati, along with the local 
Municipal Commissioner, local Health Officer, and 
Collector of Kolhapur in this endeavour.

Firstly, the volunteer pest management 
professionals, along with the local administration, 
visited the affected city for a thorough survey of 

critical pest breeding sites and local hotspots. Based 
on the survey and information received from the 
local authorities, mapping of these hotspots were 
undertaken, so as to get a reference point for future 
treatments.

Major pest breeding locations were identified, 
mapped and subsequently thoroughly treated. 
Subsequently, the locations where the deaths of 
livestock had occurred were also treated to contain 
the possibility of potential public health impact 
issues.

In terms of active management, larviciding 
treatments formed the most crucial part of our 
team’s activity. Assessments were made on the 
temporary and near permanent water stagnant 
bodies, the proximity of human dwelling, 
population density, and the city layout, to establish 
the specific details of the treatments. Furthermore, 
an assessment was made on potable and non-
potable water bodies to ensure that the appropriate 
larvicidal formulation was used to ensure that there 
were no subsequent detrimental impacts on the 
human population.

Formulations were used in line with Central 
Insecticide Board and Research Committee of 
India for Public Health services, and as per labelled 
instructions and guidance of manufacturers.

Critical focus areas included; water-soaked 
landscapes and vegetation, compost piles, discarded 
articles on streets, decaying organic debris, marshy 
land and farmland, damaged and overflowing 
public drainages, ponds and lakes, public parks, 
abandoned homes and structures, decaying 
caresses of livestock, outdoor water collection units 
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(tanks, storage containers, and underground units), 
schools and educational centres, housing societies 
with compound, stalled lift wells, sites under 
construction, basements of buildings, and hospitals 
and healthcare facilities.

We coordinated with the local authorities on 
completing our treatments in association with the 
ongoing mass cleaning and waste disposal activities 
being undertaken in Kolhapur city.

We also reported the mass vector breeding locations 
to the disaster management team along with critical 
public pest harbourage locations, so that they can 
incorporate extensive efforts in clearing up and 
ameliorating these locations for long term effective 
public health protection.

We at the IPCA salute the spirit and selfless efforts 
of the people of Kolhapur towards the flood relief 
activities and the support they have given us. 
We also commend the efforts of the numerous 
organizations that volunteered to help the citizens 
in need. Post flood public health concerns are very 
critical, and hence, we feel very humbled to have 
contributed our responsibility in serving the people 
of India in this moment of natural calamity. 

Provided by Mr Viren Merchant, IPCA.

India Pest 2019 - 52nd IPCA Annual 
Convention in Bengaluru

Managing committee member-  south zone IPCA 
Mr. Girish Nair, General Secretary IPCA Mr. Prakash 
Shashidharan, IPCA President, Mr. Jaldhi Trivedi, 
IPCA Vice President Mr. Uday Menon, Additional 
Secretary IPCA Mr. Vijay Shukla, South Zonal 
Secretary Mr. Ashok Bhat were present along with 
the members across the country.

Former chairman of ISRO Dr. Radhakrishnan 
inaugurated the 52nd Annual Convention of Indian 
Pest Control Association at ITC Gradenia. Members 
from all over the country had participated in the 
event.
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In his speech, Dr Radhakrishnan emphasized that 
with the help of satellite mapping technology we 
can determine the vector borne disease areas, so we 
can administer the treatment accordingly. 

Provided by Mr Jaldhi Trivedi, IPCA.

M A L AYS I A

The Pest Control Association of Malaysia 
(PCAM) held its 25th Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) on June 26, 2019 at its 

Secretariat office in Kuala Lumpur. During the 
AGM, the PCAM held its Biannual Election for office 
bearers at which eight incumbents were re-elected 
including Nor Hisham Badri (President), Carol Lam 
(Deputy President), Alex Kong (Honorary Secretary) 
and Mohd Anuar Ahmad (promoted to Treasurer). 
Other incumbents that were re-elected include 
Regine Lim (VP-Membership), Azlan Kamal Hussein 
Kamal (VP-Project Development), and Belven Lee 
(promoted to VP-Communication). An additional five 

committee members were appointed to complete 
the 2019-2021 executive. The newly elected office 
bearers remain committed and hope to take the 
PCAM to a higher level. 

The PCAM was very honoured to be invited as 
trainers to the Department of Agriculture (DoA). The 
training was held in Alor Star, Kedah on 16-17 July 
2019, and attended by the Enforcement Section of 
the DoA. This is to equip the DoA officers on basic 
information on pest management strategies to 
enable them to enforce the Pest Control Operator 
Rules & Regulations (2004) under the Pesticide Act 
1974. The training was conducted at a scenic facility 
next to a paddy field.

The training modules included the Pesticide Act 
1974 and Integrated Pest Management (IPM), which 
were presented by Mr. Nor Hisham, Mr. Khalid 
Muhammad Salleh, and Mr. Belven Lee. The IPM 
modules extensively cover biology, pesticide and 
equipment selection for both chemical and non-
chemical management. 

The PCAM has also organized its regular Meet & 
Greet Session as part of its commitment to provide 
members with updates and product innovations. 
The Meet & Greet 8.0 had the honour of hosting Dr.  
Heo Chong Chin from Universiti Institut Teknologi 
MARA to present on fly biology and management, 
on July 31, 2019. Dr. Heo is a senior lecturer at the 
Department of Microbiology and Parasitology, 
Faculty of Medicine. The event was sponsored by 
McQwin Industries. 

Provided by Mr Belven Lee (VP Communication, 
PCAM).
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Rentokil Initial supports Pest Control As-
sociation Malaysia (PCAM) in elevating pest 
awareness to the community through World 
Pest Day initiatives

World Pest Day is an initiative started in 2017 to 
raise awareness of the dangers of pests to the 
public and businesses alike, and to emphasize 
the importance of proper pest management in 
minimizing the pest risks. 

Pest Control Association Malaysia (PCAM) 
has promoted World Pest Day in order to 
strengthen the initiatives amongst local 
pest control companies in raising higher 
awareness of pests in the community. PCAM 
has partnered with Rentokil Initial Malaysia 
to drive pest control awareness through 
educating children in schools across Malaysia 
during the month of June, in conjunction with 
World Pest Day. Rentokil Initial Malaysia is 
proud to be the main pioneer in bringing this 
awareness to all Malaysians and truly believes 
in utilizing our expertise to give back to the 
community. Through World Pest Day initiatives, 
Rentokil Initial Malaysia carried out the annual 
nationwide Adopt-a-School Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) program across all its 
11 branches in the month of June, with each 
branch collaborating with one school in their 
local community to raise the awareness of pest 
management.

This year, Rentokil Initial Malaysia has teamed 
up with local government bodies such as the 
Ministry of Health (MOH) to further educate 
awareness on managing pest issues and to 
encourage the adoption of good hygiene 
practices amongst younger generations. This 
is supported by PCAM in conjunction with the 
annual World Pest Day initiatives.

Kicking off the event with the school, Sekolah 
Rendah Kebangsaan Convent Butterworth, 
followed by Selangor and the remaining states 
of Malaysia, over 20,000 students and teachers 
benefited from the informative Dengue 
Awareness Talks, which highlighted the need to 
eliminate Aedes mosquitoes breeding grounds 
and to ensure that preventative measures 
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against Dengue fever are routinely undertaken. 

The Personal Hygiene Talk was subsequently 
shared to educate students about the 
importance of adopting good personal hygiene 
habits on a daily basis. Both talks were shared by 
the Technical Experts from Rentokil Initial and 
representatives from the MOH. Rentokil Initial 
has also committed to carrying out mosquito 
fogging services on a quarterly basis for all 
these adopted schools to help prevent adult 
mosquitoes from breeding.

Living by Rentokil Initial’s mission statement, 
‘Protecting People, Enhancing Lives’, it is the 
aim of the company to protect people from the 
dangers of pest-borne diseases, to reduce the 
risk of contamination from poor hygiene habits, 
and to enhance the lives of the community with 
our pest and hygiene services.

“Being a responsible corporate citizen is a 
commitment that is instilled in Rentokil Initial, 
we highly emphasize on the significance of 
maintaining good pest management and proper 
sanitation to sustain a healthy environment 
in the community. We have leveraged on our 
passion and technical expertise that enable 
us to guide the community. We continue to 
do what is right for our community whilst 
strengthening our company vision and values,” 
said Ms. Carol Lam, the Managing Director of 
Rentokil Initial Malaysia and Deputy Chairman 
of PCAM.

The President of PCAM, Encik Nor Hisham 
bin Haji Badri added, “On this World Pest Day, 
PCAM would like to express our gratitude to 
all professional pest managers who contribute 
to the elimination and mitigation of health 
importance pest, quarantine and structural 
pests. The PCAM thanks everyone who is 
directly and indirectly involved in promoting 
pest awareness campaigns especially to Rentokil 
Initial for leading the initiatives in Malaysia.”

In the coming years, Rentokil Initial Malaysia 
will continue to partner with the PCAM in 
driving higher pest awareness through various 
CSR Programs and contribute back to the 
community by leveraging on our technical 
expertise. 

Provided by Ms Carol Lam, PCAM.
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N E W  Z E A L A N D

Dr Robert (Bobby) Corrigan delights 
attentive delegates at the Pest 
Management Association of New Zealand 

(PMANZ) conference in Auckland, New Zealand 

Dr Robert Corrigan introduced himself as a New 
Yorker born and bred, and in order to send himself 
to college he took a job as a pest controller in New 
York City. He thought it would be cool as he enjoyed 
nature and he was going to be around bugs and 
things. So, they hired him and put him in the sewer 
to kill rats. After three days being in an out of the 
sewers, he wasn’t so sure about this job, climbing in 
and out of sewers to put bait out for rats. But he got 
promoted (above ground) and started doing mice 
cleanout’s, rat cleanout’s and cockroach jobs, and 
fell in love with pest control. That was 35 years ago.

Thereafter he went to college to get a degree in 
pest control, and not just entomology, and then 
onto Purdue University to do a degree in Urban 
Industrial Pest Management. After graduate 
school, Bobby become a member of the Purdue 
University Entomology Department for 16 years as 
a teacher and researcher, before starting his own 
pest consultancy business which is what he still 

does today. He helps with big projects on rodents, 
working with city departments, airports department 
stores, and public housing.

Bobby’s extensive experience in rodents was 
shared over two subjects during the successful 
two-day conference held at the Waipuna Hotel and 
Conference Centre in Wellington 22-23 August 2019.

Firstly, “Updates in Global Control; Considerations 
for Brown and Black Rats” and second, “Tips for 
Managing the World’s 2nd Most Successful Mammal: 
The House Mouse”

Bobby’s down-to-earth approach to his subjects, 
his clever anecdotal style of 
presentation and amiable 
manner, kept the more than 150 
delegates glued to their seats 
and attentive to his every word.

Dr Corrigan certainly knows his 
subjects and answered a myriad 
of questions thrown at him; 
some ‘curly’ ones included.

One of the most important 
things Bobby told us, was that 
we need to be an ‘observational 
biologist”. 

“We must be trained to see 
what others overlook”. 

He went on to say, “We are 
dealing with live animals; 
spiders, cockroaches, rats the 
mice, birds whatever it is… 

This is biology; these are 
animals that are complex all 
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the way through. So, we need to be good observers 
in the true sense of the word and not just lookers. 
When we collect our cheque for getting rid of 
something or managing a pest it has to be based on 
observation. 

It’s not based on just putting bait equipment every 
fifty feet around the building, because anybody 
can do that. So that is the major point I’m trying to 
make today. It’s not just about putting out baits and 
hoping to get visits. 

Studies and research papers of these animals has 
taught us that rats, for example, plan their actions 
just like we do. We know from research they make 
decisions and know that they regret if they make 
a bad decision. Rats have been shown to use 
tools to do things. We once thought all of what I 
just said, was reserved for the higher animals like 
chimpanzees and human beings, but that’s not what 
the cameras up in ceilings, rafters, alley ways and 
so forth are teaching us. When I review the footage, 
it is showing us is a whole new ball game - that is 
not in a journal reference. What these rats do is not 
published anywhere.”

“So, if we are not going to be observational 
biologists, then what are we offering as an industry? 
It’s not equipment - anybody can put that out. 
Equipment is not pest control, but it is a tool needed 
in public health and pest management. So, I like the 
words of Arthur Conan Doyle - We must be trained 
to see what others overlook, otherwise why should 
they hire us?” 

Provided by Mr Peter Barry (PMANZ).

P H I L I P P I N E S

Philippines Hosts FAOPMA-PEST SUMMIT 2020

Committed to making the country proud 
in the hosting of the 2020 FAOPMA-PEST 
SUMMIT Convention in the Philippines, 

the PEST CONTROL ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILS., 
INC. (PCAP) and the PEST EXTERMINATORS 
ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILS., INC. (PEAP) have 
united to form the Philippine organizing committee 
that will help ensure the country delivers a great 
learning experience for all local and international 
participants. 

This is the third time the Philippines will host 
such an international event: in 2003 and 2010 for 
FAOPMA, and in 2012 for Pest Summit. The 2020 
Convention will be held at the historic and elegant 
Manila Hotel, right in the heart of Manila where 
numerous cultural tourist spots are located, such 
as Luneta Park where the Philippine National Hero 
Jose Rizal Monument is. One may also want to 
get immersed in the rich Spanish heritage of the 
Philippines by walking along the cobbled stones 
of Intramuros or opt for Manila Ocean Park, a 
marine theme park that is just a short walk from the 
convention venue.

Anchored on the theme: Pests and Business, 
The New Realities, the program will address the 
conditions our industry face and must adapt to; 
from the range of chemical inputs, regulatory 
challenges, climate change, as well as the reality 
of the digitalization of business operations. The 
Speakers in Manila will include a distinguished roster 
of industry and scientific experts on Cockroaches, 
Termites, Fleas, Mosquitoes, and other pests, as well 
as examining the regulatory side of pesticides. This 
convention will also provide an insight to the reality 
of digital transformation, which is changing the 
platform of how we do business on a global scale. 
The two-day plenary will be 23-24 September 2020, 
and on the third day (25/Sep), AIB Training is to be 
offered for both local and international audiences.  

The Philippine organizing committee have 
developed an impressive range of Major and Minor 
Sponsorship Packages. Interested parties may 
contact the Program Committee Josefina Duenas 
(jojo.duenas@pixacompany.com) or the FAOPMA-
PEST SUMMIT 2020-Manila Chairman, Jess Asistin 
(asistinjess@yahoo.com). An exhibition hall that 
will showcase over 40 suppliers, manufacturers 
and technologies is also available to advertisers. As 
early as October 2019, the FAOPMA-PEST SUMMIT 
2020-Manila Website will go live to address all 
inquiries, early bird bookings, and other matters.

The Philippine organizing team is looking forward 
to welcome everyone to come and learn, enjoy the 
sights and sounds of Manila, or even take a dip and 
bathe yourselves tan in our world-famous beaches. 
See you all in Manila, September 2020! 

Provided by Mr Josefina Duenas, Program 
Committee, FAOPMA-PEST SUMMIT 2020-Manila.
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