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PMANZ Conference & 
AGM 2019
The Premier Pest Management Event was held in Auckland, New Zealand, 22-23 

August 2019
David Lilly

In the crowded calendar of pest 
management conferences around the 
world, it can often be difficult to come 

away from an event without the feeling that 
you’ve just been bombarded by marketing 
and ‘advertorial’ presentations, and haven’t 
necessarily learnt anything much new. 
But every now and then, in amongst the 
prosaic, you encounter a gem: be it a good 
presentation that challenges the status 
quo, a particularly engaging audience, or 
a conference that just gets it right all way 
through from the venue to catering. 

Fulfilling all of these requirements, and more, 
was the 2019 Pest Management Association 
of New Zealand (‘PMANZ’) Biennial Conference 
held recently at the Waipuna Hotel, Auckland 
over the 22-23 August 2019. It is without 
understatement that I report that this was 
easily the best conference I have attended 
for several years (disclaimer: I also presented 
at this conference and had my travel costs 
covered, as I have done at many other recent 
conferences). Significantly, it ranks for me as 
one of the better conferences in recent years 

for presenting the science, future trends, 
and emerging technologies that will impact 
Professional Pest Managers – a feat that 
perhaps only the International Conference on 
Urban Pests (ICUP) regularly achieves any better 
(see advert for next year’s ICUP in this issue). 

To start, the organizers had managed to entice 
Dr Robert (‘Bobby’) Corrigan across the Pacific 
for two separate keynote presentations on 
rats and mice. As many would know, Bobby’s 
presentations are wonderfully engaging, full 
of meaningful and educational anecdotes, and 
balance expertly the challenge of encouraging 
Professional Pest Managers to think differently, 
or more creatively, about the way the approach 
rodent management in the urban environment 
(see also report on Bobby’s talk under FAOPMA 
Member News). 

Bobby’s talks segued perfectly into two 
other presentations that were an absolute 
highlight of the conference.  The first of these 
was a review of the “Predator Free 2050” 
initiative by Prof Dan Tompkins (Science 
Strategy Manager, Predator Free 2050), and 
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a discussion of the “Advances in rodent 
monitoring and control tools” by Dr Helen 
Blackie (Biosecurity Consultant, Boffa Miskell). 
Prof Tompkins provided a fascinating insight 
in the short, medium, and long-term strategies 
of the Predator Free 2050 initiative, and was 
refreshingly forthright in the challenges 
that the program faces in eradicating that 
most formidable of foes: the rat. The level of 
community engagement was fascinating to 
hear about, and to see school children being 
actively involved in the trapping of rodents 
and engaged with the program at their local 
level gives some hope that, even if eradication 
proves unachievable, some wonderful 
ecological benefits will be made in the process. 
Prof Tompkins is nonetheless hopeful for the 
future, and firmly believes that solutions that 
will lead to eventual eradication of these pests 
probably haven’t even been thought of yet 
(after all, 2050 is a long, long way away!)

Dr Blackie then detailed some of the brilliant 
technology that is emerging, right now, 
around rodent traps and, in particular, the 
PAWS system (Print Acquisition for Wildlife 
Monitoring) she led through invention. The 
PAWS system utilises pressure pads that can 
identify a rodent species though parameters 
such as footprint pattern and weight with 
>99% accuracy. Recent advancements to 
the technology have seen LoRa connectivity, 
cameras, and even options such as an 
intelligent live-capture system (that only 
activates if the algorithm determines that a 
pest species is in the trap). If Professional Pest 
Managers are looking for the ‘bait station’ that 
we’ll be using in 10-15 years’ time: my firm 
prediction would be that it’ll be a derivation of 
this system. 
 
Finally, Dr Cor Vink (Curator of Natural 
History, Canterbury University) rounded 
out the scientific program with a wonderful 
presentation on “The amazing spiders of 

New Zealand”. Dr Vink has spent many years 
studying and identifying the spider diversity 
across New Zealand, and could probably have 
spoken for many hours more on the countless 
species that have yet to be identified and their 
fascinating sexual organs (yes, you read that 
right). His presentation also included dozens 
of simply gorgeous photographs taken over 
the years by his collaborator, Bryce McQuillan. 
Dr Vink’s presentation included an interesting 
observation on the fact that Australia’s redback 
spider has invaded parts of New Zealand and is 
interbreeding with other Latrodectus species – 
this presents a risk as one species in particular, 
Latrodectus kapito, is listed as endangered. 
The other topic I found interesting, but 
also a tad concerning, was that even today, 
Professional Pest Managers need reminding 
that, overwhelmingly, spiders play a beneficial 
role in the environment and that indiscriminate 
insecticide treatments almost certainly do 
more harm than good. Perhaps one day society 
will finally accept that spider treatments offer 
little long-term protection, and that even if 
a treatment is warranted, other spiders will 
simply re-invade the ecological niche vacated 
by the few spiders killed by the treatment in 
the first place.

All-in-all, the executive committee of PMANZ 
should be thoroughly commended for putting 
together a program that was both informative 
but yet included a vision for the future 
and coverage of the technologies that will 
revolutionise our industry. It is a high standard 
that other associations should be aiming for – 
our industry both deserves and needs it! 

Dr David Lilly is a Lead Entomologist for 
Ecolab’s Global Pest Elimination - RD&E 
Division, and Associate Editor of the FAOPMA 
Magazine.
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