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FAOPMA-Pest Summit 2019
A report of the key industry event from the Asian/Oceanic region
Stephen L. Doggett and Raymond Lee

This year, FAOPMA-Pest Summit 2019 was 
held in Daejeon, South Korea. Daejeon 
is a beautiful leafy city surrounded by 

rolling hills and has to be one of the cleanest 
locations in the world, with hardly a scrap of 
rubbish to be seen; the Koreans can take great pride 
in this achievement. With over 1,200 attendees 
(700 international) and 64 exhibitors, this is one 
of the biggest events in the annual global pest 
management calendar, and the largest within Asia.

FAOPMA-Pest Summit typically runs over four days. 
The first day involves meetings with the FAOPMA 
Executive Committee (EXCO) and key stakeholders 

of member Associations, the two following days are 
the conference technical program, and the final day 
involves training for pest management technicians 
from the American Institute of Baking (‘AIB’). 

A key part of the EXCO meeting is the selection 
of key positions. This year, the Executive has 
undergone a major change, with only three past 
members (Mr Vasili Tsoutouras, Dr Raymond Lee 
and Mr SuChart Lee) staying on the committee. Mr 
Vasili Tsoutouras (Australia) is the new President, 
Mr SuChart Lee is the new President-Elect, Mr Taro 
Kanazawa (Japan) is the new Deputy President, 
Mr Raju Parulkar (India) is the new Honorary 

The beautiful city of Daejeon, South Korea, the location for FAOPMA-Pest Summit 2019.



WWW.FAOPMA.COM || 5 

C
O
N
F
E
R 
E
N
C
E

Treasurer, Dr Raymond Lee (Malaysia) retains his 
position of Honorary Secretary, and Mr Hector 
Binwek (Philippines) is the First Reserve Executive 
Committee Member.  

Not only have several new fresh faces appeared on 
the EXCO, the administration of FAOPMA has moved 
to Australia, under the auspices of the Australian 
Environmental Pest Management Association 
(AEPMA). Mr Stephen Ware is now the FAOPMA 
Administrator  and has had a long history in being 
the Executive for AEPMA. A brief overview of the 
EXCO member’s experience appears toward the 
back of this Magazine.

What is apparent is that the new EXCO has hit the 
ground running with three subcommittees being 
set up to achieve the major tasks that have been 
agreed upon by Federation. The main focus of 
the Convention Standard Operating Procedures 
subcommittee is to develop guidelines for future 
FAOPMA conventions. The aim will be to develop 

a FAOPMA convention “character” and to assist 
host countries in planning and preparing for the 
annual event. Furthermore, the EXCO is planning 
new training programs and the website will be 
considerably enhanced. This will truly be an exciting 
evolutionary period for FAOPMA!

A subcommittee (Associate Certified Entomologist 
Program or ‘ACE Program’) has also been set up for 
the ACE-International Certified Training program for 
our FAOPMA member countries. Discussions have 
begun with the Entomological Society of America 
(ESA) who initiated this program, and details are 
being developed on the exams and the registration 
process for ACE students. FAOPMA recognizes 
that in today’s increasingly complex and highly-
specialized economy, credentials are important, and 
for our members who are mainly pest management 
professionals, certification provides additional skills, 
a higher level of professionalism, and a competitive 
advantage. As part of the effort to attract more 
delegates to the annual FAOPMA events, it is 
envisaged that a short course that reviews the ACE 

Mr Woo Soo Hong, President of the Korean Pest Control Association and Chair of the Organizing 
Committee for FAOPMA-Pest Summit 2019, opening the conference.
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Program will be undertaken during the FAOPMA 
conference, prior to online exams. This course is 
ideal for FAOPMA to coordinate in the region.

The growth of the Federation is certainly the aim 
of FAOPMA, and it is expected that Pakistan and 
Myanmar will soon become members. At the 
EXCO meeting, FAOPMA approved the Associate 
Membership of the pest management company, 
Entopest Environmental Services (SDN BHD), from 
Malaysia. The subcommittee on membership will 
also look actively at countries in the Asia-Oceanic 
region who are not presently members. Efforts will 
be provided to assist those countries without a 
peak industry body to form their own national pest 
management association and ultimately to become 
a member of FAOPMA in the future.

The theme of the conference was ‘One Health’. 
One Health is a concept that recognizes the 
interconnection between humans, animals, plants, 
and our shared environment. A large part of the idea 
involves people working together; from different 
disciplines, from different organizations, and from 

different regions. One Health typically focuses 
on zoonotic infections, namely those that can be 
passed from animals to humans. Thus mosquito 
and tick-borne diseases very much encompasses 
this framework. It could be argued that the ‘One 
Health’ theme is an imperfect fit with the pest 
management industry, which were the core of the 
attendees. For example, bed bugs, ants, spiders, and 
termite management do not readily fit this theme, 
however other pests such as flies, cockroaches, and 
mosquitoes most certainly do. Of course the idea 
of us all working together in the pest management 
industry towards a common goal of protecting the 
community is indeed a noble goal.

The conference opened up with welcoming 
speeches from the President (and meeting 
chairperson) of the Korean Pest Control Association, 
Mr Won Soo Hong, the new President of FAOPMA, 
Mr Vasili Tsoutouras, the Executive Director of the 
NPMA, Ms Dominique Stumpf, as well as a host 
of local dignitaries from the Korean Government. 
Two Keynote presentations followed, the first by 
Prof. Gregory Gray from Duke University. Prof. 

The FAOPMA Executive Committee hard at work on the first day.
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Gray’s presentation was entitled, “One Health: 
An Increasingly Popular Approach to Wicked 
Global Health Problems”. The ‘wicked’ problems he 
pointed to were food safety, emerging infectious 
diseases, and microbial resistance. The key message 
related to issues in conflict and non-cooperation 
between agencies. One day, Prof. Gray argued, 
that something may emerge too quickly for us to 
respond if we are not working together. A very valid 
comment! The other keynote was from Prof. Moran 
Ki of the National Cancer Centre in South Korea, 
whose presentation was titled ‘National Quarantine 
Management System and Operation’.

Of the main speakers, the exemplary talks were 
provided by Prof. Dini Miller of Virginia Tech, 
and Dr Faith Oi of the University of Florida, both 
from the USA. Prof. Miller examined cockroach 
management in low income housing, utilizing novel 
methods which require little preparation, while Dr 
Oi discussed the importance of pest management 
professionals to One Health through integrated pest 
management. Both of these presentations gave 
practical advice that was of direct relevance to pest 
management professionals (PMPs) working in the 
field. For example, Prof. Miller showed how German 
cockroaches can be virtually eliminated, even in 

the heaviest infestation, by using large amounts of 
baits. Sadly both speakers were only allocated 20 
minutes, such inspirational women should be given 
more time, as their experience, knowledge and 
communication skills, are at a level above many of 
us mere mortals! In fact, more talks of a technical 
nature are needed at these events.

Other excellent speakers included Prof. Theeraphap 
Chareonviriyaphap from Kasetsart University in 
Thailand who spoke on eco-friendly approaches 
using natural products to control mosquitoes. 
His team are testing a range of plant extracts that 
are proving to be effective repellents. Dr Qiyong 
Liu, head of the WHO Collaborating Centre for 
Vector Surveillance and Management in China, 
gave a, extraordinary presentation on the future of 
mosquito-borne disease and the global aim to rid 
the world of these deadly diseases. Not surprising, 
the ‘Internet of Things’ (IOT) featured in a number 
of talks, with Prof. Hyung Wook Kwon from Incheon 
National University showing how the IOT can 
be used in association with mosquito traps that 
automatically identify the captured mosquitoes.

Unfortunately, some speakers did themselves a 
great disservice by basically presenting a company 
advertorial. Such talks lack thought as preaching 

Friends are made for life at FAOPMA-Pest Summit!
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to PMPs is the wrong audience. One of the more 
‘challenging’ talks was on the use of traps for 
rodents. The speaker stated that the rodents are 
killed by electrocution and that the traps are only 
emptied when full of 20 rats. A load of dead rats 
are certainly not going to smell the best and can 
attract secondary pests such as flies and beetles. 
Furthermore, death by electrocution is considered 
inhumane; it can be intensely painful for the 
animal. In fact in the AEPMA Code of Best Practice for 
Rodent Management recently launched in Australia, 
electrocution as a prime means of death is not 
considered acceptable. All pest control companies 
should ensure that they follow humane methods of 
euthanasia, otherwise the reputation of the entire 
industry could be damaged.

Both FAOPMA Editors were also honoured by being 
asked to speak at the conference. In the case of 
Dr David Lilly, he spoke about the risk of pest flies 
to not just food safety, but also your customer’s 
reputation – and therefore also your own company’s 
reputation. In demonstrating these risks, Dr Lilly 
presented a case study of the increasing role that 
social media is playing in how customers report, 
and complain about, pest activity in their food. 
Unsurprisingly, visceral images of maggots on a 

steak have an enormous potential to ‘go viral’.

My (Stephen Doggett) presentation focused on 
the future of bed bugs. The key messages included 
that bed bugs are still on the rise in many nations, 
that the most vulnerable of society are most 
impacted, and that a three point strategy is needed 
to combat bed bugs to the future. This includes the 
development and adoption of industry standards 
that promote best practice in bed bug management, 
education from the standard, and research to 
enhance the standard. Most importantly, we need 
government support and funding to ensure that 
bed bug management is properly undertaken in low 
income housing, otherwise this group will remain 
the reservoir for bed bugs in society to the future. 

The Korean Pest Control Association (KPCA) 
continued with the tradition of conducting FAOPMA 
training on the final day of the meeting, with AIB 
Certified Training. In 2017, FAOPMA in conjunction 
with the Thailand Pest Management Association 
(TPMA) at FAOPMA-Pest Summit 2017 in Chiang Mai, 
initiated the first AIB Certified Training event. This 
was a highly successful program and was followed 
up with AIB training in Shenzhen for 2018 (China) 
and this year at Daejeon in Korea. It is envisaged 

that higher levels 
of AIB Certification 
can be incorporated 
at future FAOPMA 
events.

Concurrently, on 
the same day as 
the AIB training, a 
one day Phosphine 
Fumigation 
educational 
program was 
conducted by UPL 
Ltd. (India) for 
members of the 
KPCA. There was 
an overwhelming 
response with over 
40 participants. 
At the end of 
the fumigation 
training program, 
a Certificate of 
Participation was 
handed to all The fumigation workshop.
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participants. FAOPMA wishes to thank Mr Ujjwal 
Kumar, Mr Sundarraj, Mr Vamsi Krishna, and Mr 
Raju Parulkar (India), for their continuous support 
for partnering with FAOPMA and KPCA to have this 
globally recognized Phosphine Fumigation training 
event in Korea.

A key component of the annual FAOPMA-Pest 
Summit event is the manufacturer exhibition. A 
staggering array of traps, spray equipment, and 
products, where all on display. As per recent years 
in most pest related events, UAVs (Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles, more commonly known as ‘drones’) are 
becoming a hot item. From bird management, pest 
and habitat mapping, to fogging and application of 
liquid or granular insecticides, drones are showing 
their versatility in the pest management world. 
Expect more stories on drones in the near future. 
Many stands had live insect displays as well as an 
array of pinned specimens. Surprisingly, numerous 
devices designed for the dissemination of IGRs 
were seen – perhaps this is a new avenue for more 
precise, controlled insecticide delivery?

No FAOPMA-Pest Summit is complete without 
the Gala Dinner and Koreans certainly know how 
to put on a show. A range of traditional dances 
and contemporary music was provided, making 
for an entertaining evening. For many, including 
myself, the evening presents a terrific opportunity 
to catch up with old colleagues and to make new 
acquaintances, and to develop life-long friendships. 
Arguably, this is what makes the annual trek to the 
annual FAOPMA-Pest Summit so compelling and 
why it will always be the number one conference for 
both of us.

Note that many images from the event appear on 
the back cover of this issue of the Magazine. 

Stephen L. Doggett is the Director of Medical 
Entomology at Westmead Hospital, Sydney, and the 
Chief Editor of the FAOPMA Magazine.

Raymond Lee is the Honorary Secretariat, 
Federation of Asian and Oceania Pest Managers 
Association (FAOPMA).

The Executive of the Korean Pest Control Association thanking the exhibitors.


