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There is Beauty in New 
Progress and Development
Message from Huang Xiaoyun, President FAOPMA

With FAOPMA-Pest Summit 2019 fast 
approaching, we are expecting our new 
leadership to take over the stewardship 

of our organization. I always expect something 
new and innovative because new developments, 
for most part, will make our lives better. As such, 
we have every reason to believe that our new 
leadership, and the new structure, will bring new 
changes and take our industry in the region to new 
heights. 

It was with great privilege that I was able to serve 
as the President of FAOPMA-Pest Summit for two 
consecutive terms, and the past four years felt like 
a blink of an eye. We are incredibly hopeful about 
our future and I am very proud of what we have 
accomplished as an industry; all of which could not 
have been done without the collaborative efforts 
and unwavering determination of our colleagues 
and friends. 

There were many significant events happened 
which will certainly leave us with wonderful 
memories. In this transitional period, let’s walk 
down the memory lane to review the events of past 
few years.

1. As Pest Management Professionals, we 
now have our own World Pest Day. This 
initiative was supported by Associations 
and industry leaders all over the world 
since it was proposed in 2015. The original 

thinking behind the World Pest Day was to 
not only raise awareness of the important 
role our industry plays in the protection 
of properties and our public health, but 
also to pay respect to Pest Management 
Professionals who serve the community. 
World Pest Day was officially launched on 
June 6th, 2017 and we recently celebrated 
its third birthday. There have been more 
than 100 countries/regions who have 
participated in various activities on this 
day to promote our industry. In China 
alone, more than 40 cities held events in 
celebrating World Pest Day this year, with 
more than 280,000 mentions in the news 
and social media, reaching an audience of 
more than twenty million people. 

2. We successfully integrated FAOPMA 
and Pest Summit. Both organizations 
had played significant roles in creating 
platforms for our industry. With relentless 
dedication and hard work from all members 
of both organizations, we consolidated 
the resources and created a FAOPMA-
Pest Summit in 2017. We are fortunate 
witnesses to this significant milestone and 
historic moment in our industry. Since the 
integration, we have successfully hosted 
two FAOPMA-Pest Summit conferences 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand, and Shenzhen, 
China. The annual FAOPMA-Pest Summit 
conference has now become the go-to 
event for Pest Management Professionals 
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in the Asia and Oceania region to learn 
the latest in industry trends, to share 
best practices, and to develop valuable 
partnerships. I’d like to express my immense 
gratitude and appreciation to Messrs. 
Raymond Lee and Junichiro Katayama, 
who were the driving force behind this 
integration. 

3. FAOPMA-Pest Summit Magazine has also 
successfully transitioned from a newsletter 
to a full-fledged magazine under the 
guidance of Messrs. Stephen Doggett 
and David Lilly. It has now become our 
official print media outlet, which covers the 
industry news of the Asian and Oceania 
regions, with its 4.6 billion inhabitants. 
I believe it will become one of the most 
influential industry magazines with Stephen 
and David at the helm and with more 
contributions from our members. I’d also like 
to take a moment to remember our previous 
editor, Mr. Doug Howick, who dedicated 
most of his life to our industry and gained 
everyone’s respect. He will always be missed 
as one of our dearest friends and colleagues. 

4. We have also recruited new members. We 
have grown to 25 members as of 2019. I 
have full confidence that FAOPMA-Pest 
Summit will grow even stronger and will 
provide increasing value to its members. 
The great appeal of FAOPMA-Pest Summit 
is our strong sense of fellowship and 
cohesiveness, and we should continue this 
great tradition and welcome more members 
to join our family with open arms. 

5. We also established the Award for 
Individual Excellence in Professional Pest 
Management, which is co-sponsored 
by AEPMA, FAOPMA, and Bayer. It was 
successfully launched in 2018 in Shenzhen, 
China.  It was with the greatest honor and 
humility; I was the first recipient of this 
award. We believe that this award is a great 
way to recognize the leaders of our industry 
and will bring a great deal of excitement 
and positive energies.

In summary, it is indisputable that FAOPMA-
Pest Summit’s accomplishments in the past few 
years were nothing short of spectacular. We 
have strengthened our organization, expanded 
our membership and footprint, and improved 
professionalism in our part of the world. This has 

attracted the attention from many multi-national 
companies and other industry organizations; this 
will be a great opportunity and a challenge at the 
same time. 

Looking into the future, we have many unfinished 
businesses. We hope that the World Pest Day will 
gain more momentum which will enable us to build 
an ever positive image for our industry; we hope 
that more country members/associate members 
will join the FAOPMA-Pest Summit family; we hope 
that with a significantly larger organization after 
the integration, we will be able to share more 
information, knowledge, training and best practices; 
we hope there will be even more integration of the 
pest management industry with a true World Pest 
Summit taking place in the not-so-distant future. I 
also believe that the new technologies such as big 
data and the internet of things will bring even more 
progress and development to our industry; it is 
undoubtedly a beautiful thing. 

Lastly, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all 
my colleagues on Executive Committee for their 
trust and support. I’d also like to thank my colleague 
Pascal Cai, without whom I couldn’t have risen 
to the many challenges. Special thanks go to my 
team at the Chinese Pest Control Association; I am 
extremely proud of this team’s efforts in supporting 
me in my four-year tenure at FAOPMA-Pest Summit. 
I’d also like to thank our Hong Kong office for its 
great work throughout the years. I also am very 
grateful for the opportunity our Newsletter/
Magazine has given me to make my voice heard 
in the last four years. I appreciate everyone whom 
I have met during my tenure as the President of 
FAOPMA-Pest Summit; it has been an indescribable 
joy working with each one of you. I have immensely 
enjoyed every single moment of this wonderful 
journey. 

Looking back at the past and also into the future, 
it will be bright days ahead of us. With the new 
President assuming the duty, I will discontinue to 
write the President’s message for the Magazine, 
but my love and passion for our Magazine and 
Association will carry on. 

My very best wishes to our industry and our new 
President, Mr. Vasili Tsoutouras! 

Xiaoyun Huang 
September 5, 2019 in Beijing, China.
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