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News Items
A Compendium of Pest Management News Items from the Media Relevant to 

FAOPMA Member Countries
Compiled by Stephen L. Doggett and David Lilly

NEPAL: MAJOR DENGUE ACTIVITY
In the Chitwan district of Nepal, some 26 
patients have contracted dengue virus over 

the last 11 months. Those with the disease tend to be 
from urban areas. Recommendations are that people 
sleep under bed nets and avoid mosquito breeding 
around the home.

Source: Nepal24hours.com (19/Jun/2019), https://www.
nepal24hours.com/26-contracted-with-dengue-in-
11-months-in-chitwan-nepal/ 

NEW ZEALAND: EVEN MORE RODENT 
PROBLEMS
Rat populations are expected to increase 
dramatically in New Zealand forests during the 
warmer months of spring. Currently rats are being 
detected at rates of 58% above normal and it is 
expected that the rodent increase will cause a huge 
toll on all native species, including both flora and 
fauna. Conservationists believes little can be done 
at this stage to prevent the problem from occurring 
and will have to initiate rodent control measures 
when the population rises. 

Source: Sunlive (16/Jun/2019), https://www.sunlive.
co.nz/news/212000-rat-numbers-set-to-explode-nz-for-
ests.html 

BED BUG SMOKING HOAX
An online hoax was created suggesting that grinding 
up bed bugs and smoking or injecting them could 
create a ‘high’. It was intimated that bed bugs had 
known hallucinogenic properties. It was even 
suggested that the insect contains a chemical called 
PH417 that stimulates pleasure centres of the brain. 
Considering this was released as a video on April 
Fool’s day, few people noticed the hoax. It is hard 
to imagine people would smoke or inject bed bugs, 

when it is obviously a very bad idea.
Source: Weird (16/Jun/2019), https://www.okwhatever.

org/topics/selfie/smoking-bed-bugs-hoax 

THAILAND: POLICE SEIZE ILLEGAL MOSQUITO 
REPELLENTS
Factories producing illegal and potentially 
dangerous mosquito repellents have been raided 
by the Consumer Protection Police Division and the 
Food and Drugs Administration (FDA). The repellent 
seized is a type of mosquito coil that was not 
registered for use by the FDA. It was found that the 
repellent was coated with a chemical that can affect 
human health causing confusion, headaches, nausea, 
vomiting, seizures, and loss of consciousness.

Source: The Thaiger (16/Jun/2019), https://thethaiger.
com/news/north-east/police-seize-illegal-mosquito-
repellents-and-fake-nutritional-supplements 

REUNION: STERILE MOSQUITOES RELEASED
The small island of Reunion in the western Indian 
Ocean has authorised the release of sterile male 
Aedes albopictus with the aim of combatting 
mosquito-borne diseases in the long-term. Initially 
a small scale release of 3,000 mosquitoes will be 
undertaken in the district of Duparc, in the north of 
the island to examine the behaviour of the sterilised 
mosquitoes. Reunion has had 14,000 dengue 
cases this year, which is very high considering the 
population is under 900,000. In 2006, there was a 
massive outbreak from Chikungunya virus, with over 
255,000 residents affected.

Source: Outbreak News Today (15/Jun/2019), http://
outbreaknewstoday.com/reunion-dengue-authoriza-
tion-to-release-of-sterile-mosquitoes-in-the-municipal-
ity-of-sainte-marie-34057/ 
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THE LIFE OF AN URBAN ENTOMOLOGIST
An interesting article published on the web 
site Gizmodo details some of the work of urban 
entomologists. This include bed bug research 
by Zachary DeVries from North Carolina State 
University. Zach has worked on many aspects related 
to bed bugs and cockroaches, particularly on their 
allergens.

Source: Gizmodo (14/Jun/2019), https://www.gizmodo.
com.au/2019/06/blood-feasts-and-roach-vacuums-the-
life-of-an-urban-pest-scientist/ 

KENYA: MARATHON RUNNER BANNED AFTER 
TESTING POSITIVE FOR RAT POISON
A 23-year old marathon runner has been suspended 
after testing positive for Strychnine following 
the 2018 Singapore marathon. He claims he used 
herbal medicine that had been tainted with the 
banned compound. Strychnine is one of the first 
performance enhancing drugs used by cheating 
athletes and its use in sports dates back to 1904. 
An athlete in the marathon at the 1904 Olympic 
Games had two injections of Strychnine during the 
race; it nearly killed him but he won the Gold medal. 
Strychnine allows nerves to firer faster and hence the 
reason it is banned. 

Source: Insidethegames (13/June/2019), https://www.
insidethegames.biz/articles/1080548/kenyan-marathon-
runner-banned-after-testing-positive-for-rat-poison 

AUSTRALIA: PARTIAL RAT FOUND IN LETTUCE 
FROM ALDI
A professional boxer was traumatised after finding 
a severed body part of a skinned rat in a bag of 
spinach leaves. The man had already consumed half 
the bag of leaves earlier in the day and wondered if 
he had eaten the other part of the rodent (he blends 
the leaves into a smoothie). Upon returning the bag 
to the store, they offered a refund of AUD$2.20. He is 
now seeking $AUD15,000 (USD$10,000) in damages 
through the legal system.

Source: News.com.au (14/Jun/2019), https://
www.news.com.au/lifestyle/food/eat/traumatis-
ing-discovery-inside-aldi-spinach-bag/news-story/
b0be96874b9b8ccd426afb97ba45ff29 

NEW ZEALAND: RATS THE SIZE OF CATS
The community of Titirangi in Auckland, New 
Zealand is being overrun by rats, some which locals 
are claiming to be as big as cats. The rodents are 
feeding on food left out for the local wild chicken 
population. The rodents are not shy of humans even 
appearing during daylight hours (SLD: it seems little 
point complaining about a pest if everyone is leaving 
food around for the rodents to feast on!)

Source: Stuff (14/Jun/2019), https://www.stuff.co.nz/
national/113383545/part-of-auckland-infested-with-
rats-the-size-of-cats-that-are-not-scared-of-humans 
and https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/113485797/

rat-invasion-in-auckland-as-pest-control-experts-report-
surge-in-calls 

TERRIFIED NY COMMUTERS AS RAT JUMPS ON 
TRAIN
 A video has been posted online of commuters on a 
train shrieking in fear as a rodent comes on board a 
subway in New York. The clip has been viewed more 
than 1.5million times on Twitter. Eventually the rat 
departed when he arrived at his stop of 42nd Street.

Source: Daily Mail Australia (10/Jun/2019), https://www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7122657/Hilarious-video-
shows-New-York-subway-riders-freaking-rat-joins-train.
html 

NEW ZEALAND: BED BUGS ON THE RISE
There has been a surge in bed bug infestations in 
health care facilities in Auckland, New Zealand. Last 
year there were 17 incidents up from two from the 
year before.

Source: Stuff (7/June2019), https://www.
stuff.co.nz/national/health/113105904/
maggots-at-childcare-centres-bed-bugs-on-the-rise 

ISRAEL: LASER TARGETING MOSQUITOES
The Israeli company Bzigo has developed a device 
that detects biting insects in a room. It scans the 
room and if it detects that the insect has landed, a 
laser beam is pointed at it and an alert is sent to the 
mobile phone. This enables the mosquito to be more 
easily detected and killed. The device is expected to 
go on sale in 2021.

Source: Ynetnews.com (7/Jun/2019), https://www.ynet-
news.com/articles/0,7340,L-5520371,00.html 

ANTS RIPPING APART SPIDER WEB TO SAVE 
SIBLING
Desert Harvester ants (Veromessor pergandei) will 
rescue their comrades if caught in a spider web by 
ripping apart the webbing. It is thought that the 
captured ants release a pheromone to alert their 
siblings. A video of ants saving their sibling can be 
seen in the web page below.

Source: Science (7/Jun/2019), https://
www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/06/
watch-ant-rip-apart-spiderweb-rescue-sibling 

SIR LANKA: COMBATTING DENGUE SAVES LIVES 
AND MONEY
In 2016 there were over 55,000 cases of dengue in Sri 
Lanka, which prompted health authorities to start a 
war against mosquitoes. The effort involved the joint 
forces of the health department, the military and the 
police. House to house surveillance was undertaken 
to find and eradicate mosquito breeding locations. 
This program resulted in a 57% drop in dengue 
numbers and would have prevented around 22,000 
new cases. The added benefit was a cost saving from 
fewer people being hospitalised. An overall win-win 
for the nation.
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Source: News Medical Life Services (6/Jun/2019), https://
www.news-medical.net/news/20190606/War-against-
mosquitoes-saves-lives-and-money-in-Sri-Lanka.aspx 

ELEVEN THINGS THAT MOSQUITOES LIKE
In an amusing Readers Digest online article, 11 
things are highlighted which mosquitoes would not 
want you to know. These include: 1) Mosquitoes like 
beer (a study found that one beer makes people 
more attractive to mosquitoes). 2) Leggings are good 
(mosquitoes can bite through tight fitting clothes). 
3) No perfume please (see story below that Victoria 
Secret’s Bombshell repels mosquitoes…but many 
other perfumes attract!) 4) Certain plants repel 
mosquitoes (well they got the story a bit wrong 
here as most don’t!) 5) Mosquitoes need standing 
water to breed (just a couple of millilitres is enough 
for some of the container breeders). 6) Certain 
repellents work (notably DEET, picaridin, and oil of 
lemon eucalyptus). 7) Fly screens keep mosquitoes 
out of the home. 8) Mosquitoes do not like smoke. 
9) Only females bite (this it to gain protein for egg 
production). 10) O type blood is preferred. 11) Stinky 
sweat attracts mosquitoes

Source: Readers Digest (6/Jun/2019), https://www.
rd.com/home/gardening/prevent-mosquito-bites/ 

TAIWAN: MORE CASES OF JAPANESE 
ENCEPHALITIS
Japanese Encephalitis is a potentially lethal virus 
transmitted by mosquitoes. Two new cases were 
reported from the Eastern District of Chiayi City and 
the Zuoying District of Kaohsiung City. Interestingly, 
both patients were 50-years old but had no direct 
link. Both patients are located close to rice fields 
where typically this disease occurs.

Source: Promed-ahead Digest (6/Jun/2019), Vol. 83(10).

IRAN: FATAL CASES OF CRIMEAN-CONGO 
HAEMORRHAGIC FEVER
Crimean-Congo Haemorrhagic Fever is a deadly virus 
spread via ticks. Since the beginning of the Iranian 
year (21/March) 12 people have been diagnosed with 
the condition, with two deaths. This number is down 
upon the previous year. People who are at most risk 
are those that keep stock or work in abattoirs. 

Source: Promed Digest (6/Jun/2019), Vol. 84(15).

INDIA: MAN RECEIVES RS70,000 
COMPENSATION AFTER INSECT FOUND IN 
MCDONALDS BURGER
A Dehli man who found an insect in his burger in 
2014, finally received compensation to the sum of 
Rs70,000 (USD$1,000). The burger was a McAloo Tikki 
burger, a variety made especially for India. Following 
seeing the insect, the man was immediately sick 
and vomited uncontrollably. The burger was sent 
for testing and it was deemed unsafe (for human 
consumption). He failed to state if the insect 
improved the taste of the burger!

Source: LatestLY (5/Jun/2019), https://www.latestly.com/
social-viral/insect-found-in-mcdonalds-burger-delhi-
man-to-get-rs-70000-compensation-5-years-later-903431.
html 

CHINA: ANTI-MOSQUITO CAMPAIGN 
LAUNCHED IN SHANGHAI
Dengue brought in via patients travelling to different 
regions and overseas, resulted in a small (3) number 
of local infections. Shanghai has a risk of dengue 
due to high mosquito numbers around homes. Thus 
authorities began a campaign across the city of 
targeting mosquito breeding sites. 

Source: Shine (5/Jun/2019), https://www.shine.cn/news/
metro/1906056148/ 

TOP BED BUG CITIES IN THE US
The large pest control firm, Terminix, released a list 
of the top 50 cities in the USA for bed bugs, based 
on the number of treatments. Number one was 
Philadelphia. The top ten included, in order, New 
York, Dallas, Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Los Angeles, 
Cleveland, Washington DC, Chicago, and Boston. 
Remember these locations when you are next trav-
elling to the US and make sure you check your hotel 
room!

Source: WTAJ (5/Jun/2019), https://
www.wearecentralpa.com/news/
list-of-the-top-50-bed-bug-cities-in-america/2054851917 

GROWTH IN BED BUG SERVICES
In 2018, the bed bug market was estimated to cost 
globally USD$1.58 billion and by 2025 this is fore-
casted to reach USD$2.79 billion.

Source: Digital Journal (5/Jun/2019), http://www.digi-
taljournal.com/pr/4335812 

NEW ZEALAND: COCKROACHES DOMINATE 
AUCKLAND’S FILTHIEST RESTAURANTS
In a series of disgusting images, Auckland’s most 
filthy restaurants have been documented. Typically 
restaurants are rated and a ranking of ‘D’ or ‘E’ is 
a serious problem for the eatery concerned. A ‘D’ 
ranking means that there were serious issues, while 
the dreaded ‘E’ means that there are serious safety 
issues and the establishment will be immediately 
closed. Pest issues such as a major cockroach 
infestation will result in closure. The images show 
filth, poor food storage and serious cockroach 
problems. Interestingly, the majority of the ‘E’ rated 
restaurants were Indian, which reflects poorly on the 
local community.

Source: Newshub (3/Jun/2019), https://www.news-
hub.co.nz/home/lifestyle/2019/06/auckland-s-filthiest-e-
grade-restaurants-revealed-in-gut-churning-photos.html 

WHY CONTROL TERMITES WHEN YOU CAN EAT 
THEM!
In Kenya during the wet season, there are huge 
emergences of winged black-bellied termites from 
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the ground, which are then collected by the locals. 
They are then fried and sold as snacks. Hotels and 
hawkers sell them, and they are extremely popular 
with the locals. A plate of termites will cost around 
USD$0.68. During the termite season there can be so 
many emerge that the sky looks grey.

Source: Star (3/Jun/2019), https://www.the-star.co.ke/
counties/2019-06-03-tasty-termites-a-rainy-season-treat-
in-embu/ 

NEW ZEALAND: COCKROACH OUTBREAK IN 
JUDGES COMMON ROOM
New Zealand courthouses have been suffering 
from a range of pests over the last two years. This 
included an outbreak of cockroaches in a judge’s 
common room and staff area. The particular building 
concerned was barely ten years old and thus one 
must question the hygiene standards within the site.

Source: Stuff (3/Jun/2019), https://www.stuff.co.nz/
national/113065331/cockroach-outbreak-in-judges-com-
mon-room-fruit-flies-in-toilets 

PESTICIDES MAY INCREASE MOSQUITO 
NUMBERS
Research has shown that mosquitoes in Costa 
Rica are highly resistant to a range of insecticides, 
however their predators are not. The result has been 
that chemical applications has allowed mosquito 
populations to increase beyond normal. In these 
regions, insecticide applications have been going 
on continuously for more than 20 years in orange 
plantations. It was found that mosquito numbers 
were twice as high as in forests with no insecticide 
control.

Source: National Geographic (2/Jun/2019), https://www.
nationalgeographic.com.au/nature/how-pesticides-can-
actually-increase-mosquito-numbers.aspx 

SINGAPORE: 4TH DEATH FROM DENGUE FOR 
2019
A 63-year old man has died from dengue virus 
infection, making this the fourth person to die from 
the disease in Singapore during 2019. The man did 
not reside in an area of known dengue activity, 
however vector control initiatives were undertaken 
around his home. The overall number of dengue 
cases to June 2019 has already surpassed last year’s 
total.

Source: Channel News Asia (1/Jun/2019), https://www.
channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/fourth-person-
dengue-fever-mosquito-63-hougang-11585956 

VECTOR-BORNE ILLNESSES ON THE RISE!
A disturbing report from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, highlights the rise in 
vector-borne disease across the USA. Disease from 
mosquitoes and ticks has tripled from 2004 to 
2016. Nine new pathogens transmitted by ticks 
or mosquitoes have been discovered since 2004. 

Around 80% of vector control organizations lack 
control capacities. The report highlights how 
many more people are at risk now, due to people 
travelling, and diseases and vectors spreading. 

Source: CDC (May/2019), https://www.cdc.gov/
vitalsigns/vector-borne/ 

BED BUGS ON THE RISE IN IRELAND
Holiday makers in Ireland are being warned to watch 
out for bed bugs following a report by Rentokil than 
numbers are up by 61% this year. Dublin is the city 
where most bed bug treatments are undertaken 
followed by Galway and Cork.

Source: The Irish Sun (30/May/2019), 
https://www.thesun.ie/news/4155969/
bed-bug-warning-irish-holidaymakers-infestations/ 

INDIA: DRONES FOR MOSQUITO MANAGEMENT
A start-up company in Hyderabad, Marut Drones, 
is using drones for the control of mosquitoes in 
the city. The use of drones have the potential to 
undertake the job much more quickly than humans 
and with reduced labour costs. The drones will also 
be used to apply weedicides for the control of water 
hyacinth, which can block river systems. One drone 
can treat 5-6 acres per hour, treating around 25 
acres per day. (SLD: drones are cost effective for the 
treatment of small areas and locations within 500m 
of homes where helicopters cannot fly. For larger 
water bodies, helicopters can treat an area much 
more quickly, however multiples drones can now be 
programmed to work together. Drones are being 
used more frequently [including by myself] to both 
survey and treat mosquito habitats.)

Source: The News Minute (29/May/2019), https://www.
thenewsminute.com/article/how-hyderabad-based-
startup-using-drone-technology-curb-mosquito-men-
ace-102625 

UK: RAT REMOVAL SEES BIRD NUMBERS GROW 
ON REMOTE ISLAND
A conservation project to remove rodents on a small 
island off the coast of South Wales has been highly 
successful, with bird numbers undergoing a huge 
boost. The island is a known breeding location for 
many seabirds including puffins and numbers fell to 
only 10 breeding pairs when rodents were at their 
peak. A total of £50,000 (USD$63,000) was spent 
to eradicate some 40,000 rats, with the project 
beginning in 2003. This is another example of how 
rodent control can help to preserve the world’s 
wildlife for future generations.

Source: ChinaDaily (29/May/2019), http://
global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201905/29/
WS5ced637ba3104842260be538.html 

CHINA: NEW TICK-BORNE DISEASE DISCOVERED
A new virus has been discovered in north eastern 
China that has caused febrile illness (fevers) in 
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some 86 patients. Researchers suspect that it is 
transmitted by ticks and has been termed Alongshan 
virus (ALSV). This pathogen was found following a 
patient presenting with symptoms similar to another 
tick-borne disease, tick-borne encephalitis, however 
he tested negative for this condition. The region 
where the virus was identified was Inner Mongolia 
and Heilongjiang Province. Most of the patients 
were men, either farmers or forestry workers, with a 
history of tick bite. 

Source: Promed Digest (29/May/2019), Vol. 88(96) and 
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1805068 

ISRAEL: MOSQUITOES WITH THE DEADLY WEST 
NILE VIRUS IDENTIFIED
West Nile virus (WNV) is a potentially deadly 
mosquito-borne virus that can cause encephalitis 
and permanent brain damage in people who 
develop the disease, although most people 
infected will have no symptoms. Routine testing 
of mosquitoes is undertaken by the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection and a WNV infected 
mosquito was found in the Central Arava 
Regional Council of Israel. Health authorities are 
recommending mosquito control in the region and 
warning the public to undertake personal protection 

measures.
Source: Israel National News (28/May/2019), http://www.

israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/263810 

AUSTRALIA: AUD$20,000 PENALTY OVER RAT 
POOP
A famous bar in Brisbane Australia that caters to the 
gay community was fined AUD$20,000 (USD$14,000) 
after rat faeces was found in the kitchen. The heavy 
fine was inflicted due to a series of breaches over the 
years and the bar was found guilty of eight counts of 
food safety non-compliances. The findings of the rat 
faeces was indicative of a lack of hygiene and clean-
ing, and poor pest control practices. 

Source: Daily Mail Australia (28/May/2019), https://www.
dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7077053/Gay-bar-history-
cockroach-infestation-fined-20-000-RAT-FAECES-kitchen.
html 

MIDDLE EAST: ANOTHER PHOSPHINE DEATH
In recent years there have been a series of deaths 
related to the use of phosphine in homes. In some 
cases they have been due to people buying the 
product over the internet, in other situations by pest 
managers using this deadly chemical in apartment 
complexes. The latest death occurred in the United 

Puffin populations have grown dramatically following a successful rodent program on an offshore 
island in the United Kingdom.
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Arab Emirates, when a 10-year old boy died as a 
result of a neighbour using this banned pesticide. At 
least two other family members were affected, with 
the sister of the deceased in a serous condition with 
heart damage. (SLD: sadly people use this dangerous 
chemical as it is very cheap).

Source: Promed-ahead Digest (28/May/2019), Vol. 82(66) 
and https://www.khaleejtimes.com/nation/sharjah/
Banned-pesticide-caused-death-of-Sharjah-boy-Police 

WHERE TO BUY INSECT REPELLENT? VICTORIA 
SECRETS (WHERE ELSE!)
The biggest selling perfume by Victoria Secrets, 
Bombshell, was also found very good at repelling 
mosquitoes. In fact a group of researchers from New 
Mexico University found it almost effective as DEET, 
repelling mosquitoes for up to two hours. This is a 
surprising finding considering that floral scents are 
often used to attract mosquitoes. Thus don’t go out 
and expect your favourite perfume to protect you 
from mosquito bites, it may do the opposite!

Source: Mentalfloss (27/May/2019), 
http://mentalfloss.com/article/582843/
victorias-secret-bombshell-fragrance-mosquito-repellent 

CHINA: COCKROACHES IN SHANGHAI BURGER 
KING
Images of cockroaches in the Shanghai branch of 
Burger King have gone viral. The photographs shows 
a roach walking along the kitchen food shelves with 
the staff failing to note this, while continuing to 
serve food to customers. The chain claims that they 
have pest control every month, but will increase the 
frequency of the service. Many people are saying 
that they will no longer eat at the store, but as one 
smart person pointed out, if you found a cockroach 
in your own home, would you stop eating there?

Source: That’s (27/May/2019), http://www.thatsmags.
com/china/post/28055/cockroaches-spotted-on-food-
shelves-at-shanghai-burger-king 

CHINA: ATTEMPTING TO FRAUD A RESTAURANT 
WITH A DEAD RAT
A man claimed he found a dead rat in his meal 
demanded 5 million yuan (USD$72,000) in 
compensation from the restaurant. The particular 
restaurant, Haidilao Hot Pot has more than 190 
outlets in China, as well as a number overseas.  The 
food chain went to the police and the man pleaded 
guilty to extortion and sent to jail for three years. 

Source: Shanghaiist (27/May/2019), https://shanghai.
ist/2019/05/27/fraudster-who-dropped-dead-rat-in-haidi-
lao-hot-pot-sentenced-to-3-years-in-prison/

INDIA: NEW WORLD RECORD! (FOR THE MOST 
NUMBER OF COCKROACHES EATEN…)
A man from Chennai has set a new world record for 
the consumption of cockroaches; 28 in 38 seconds. 
He claims that he started eating them when 12 years 

old and continued to do so to annoy his friends. In 
spite of his gastronomic desires, he claims that they 
are not tasty at all. Furthermore, one time he even 
became seriously ill and was admitted to hospital 
in a critical condition. Anyone else wish to beat this 
record? (SLD: sadly the species of cockroach was not 
stated, thus we do not know if they are crunchy little 
German cockroaches or nice and fatty American 
cockroaches.)

Source: News Today (26/May/2019), https://
newstodaynet.com/index.php/2019/05/26/
chennaiite-earns-record-for-eating-cockroaches/ 

MORE CALLS TO BAN GLUE TRAPS!
It is well recognised that rodents are vermin; the 
animals can destroy food stuffs and transmit 
pathogens to humans. However, many are 
questioning certain forms of control, notably glue 
traps, which are far from humane. As the journalist 
in the article states, “glue traps immobilize mice and 
rats, leaving them to slowly dehydrate, suffer and 
die“ and that no living creature deserves to die in 
this fashion. Now some animal protection groups 
are taking certain retailers of glue boards to court, 
in order to ban such devices. With many images 
appearing on line of birds, frogs, reptiles, and even 
pets, getting caught in these traps, presumably it 
will be only a matter of time before many countries 
ban them.

Source: CBC News (26/May/2019), https://www.cbc.ca/
news/opinion/glue-traps-1.5149294 

AUSTRALIA: DENGUE FEVER IN ROCKHAMPTON
The first case of local transmission of dengue virus 
for many decades occurred in central region of 
Rockhampton, Queensland. This prompted local 
health authorities to undertake a full response, 
going house to house, to examine for and control 
the Aedes aegypti mosquito that transmits the 
virus. Public messages have been issued, warning 
the people of the dangers of these mosquitoes, 
to reduce breeding around the home, and how to 
protect oneself from mosquito bites.

Source: ABC News (21/May/2019), https://www.abc.net.
au/news/2019-05-24/first-locally-acquired-case-of-den-
gue-fever-in-central-qld/11144996 

VIETNAM: COCKROACH IN EAR
A man in Vietnam complaining of unbearable 
pain in his ear visited a medical clinic in the Bar 
Giant Province. The doctor found a live cockroach 
walking around the inside of the patient’s ear canal. 
The doctor tries to dislodge the cockroach with a 
probe, but the cockroach just runs away. Eventually 
the medical practitioner had to use a saline rinse 
injected with a syringe to remove the offending 
roach. Video of the incident can be viewed in the link 
below.

Source: Daily Mail (21/May/2019), https://www.
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dailymail.co.uk/news/article-7053367/Skin-crawling-
moment-cockroach-discovered-creeping-inside-mans-
ear.html 

HONG KONG: RAT ERADICATION CAMPAIGN
Following the recent deaths in Hong Kong due to rat 
hepatitis (see story below), a three month campaign 
has been initiated to eradicate rats in the island 
province. Naturally such an aim in a city as large as 
Hong Kong appears overly optimistic, however the 
local government will be taking multiple steps in a 
bid to establish a rodent-free city.

Source: ejinsight (20/May/2019), http://www.ejinsight.
com/20190520-govt-launches-three-month-campaign-
to-eradicate-rats-in-hk/ 

AUSTRALIA: RATS RAMPAGING IN SYDNEY 
ELITE SUBURB
Potts Point in Sydney is one of the most affluent 
suburbs in the world, with homes selling for tens 
of millions of dollars. However in recent weeks, rat 
sightings in the suburbs are on the increase. Brazen 
rodents are appearing on the sidewalks in the 
middle of the day and locals are posting such images 
to social media. Complaints to the local Council 
have proved fruitless, according to some residents. 
It seems that much of the problem stems from a 
build-up of garbage and the failure of the local 
government to adequately clean the streets.

Source: News.com.au (20/May/2019), https://www.news.
com.au/national/nsw-act/news/residents-say-rats-are-
everywhere-in-sydney-suburb-as-rubbish-overflows-
from-bins/news-story/05062a8c643d60e0ca666e046417
b2d4 

BED BUGS EVOLVED MORE THAN 100 MILLION 
YEARS AGO
Research undertaken in association with Prof. Mike 
Siva-Jothy from the University of Sheffield, UK, 
has shown that bed bugs have been around for a 
long time and even date back to the days of the 
dinosaurs. Bed bugs date back more than 50 million 
years before bats, many people believing that these 
were the first hosts of the insect. It is probable that 
the early precursor of the modern bed bug lived in 
bird nests or animal burrows.

Source: The University of Sheffield News (16/May/2019), 
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/news/nr/bedbugs-parasites-
evolved-millions-years-dinosaurs-trex-1.843890 

HONG KONG: RAT HEPATITIS IN HUMANS
A virus of rodents, known as ‘rat hepatitis E’, has 
infected a number of humans recently in Hong Kong. 
So far three people have been affected, with one 
death. The three patients lived in different districts 
of Hong Kong including Kowloon City, Southern and 
Tuen Mun. Two cases occurred last year in the city 
and these were the first recorded cases in the world. 
People are being advised to maintain high standards 
of food hygiene and cleanliness in their homes.

Source: South China Morning Post (15/
May/2019), https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-
kong/health-environment/article/3010226/
hong-kong-health-authorities-find-three-new-cases 

AUSTRALIA: ROOF CRASHES DOWN FROM 
TERMITE DAMAGE
In the sleepy town of Adelaide, the capital of South 
Australia, a roof in a suburban home came crashing 
down due to termite attack. The moment was 
captured on security camera. Fortunately the family 
were not in the affected room at the time and no 
one was injured. It is expected that the damage will 
cost many thousands of dollars to repair.

Source: 7News (13/May/2019), https://7news.com.au/
news/sa/termite-infestation-a-familys-warning-after-ceil-
ing-comes-crashing-down-c-108524 

PAKISTAN: OUTBREAK OF LEISHMANIASIS
There is a new outbreak of leishmaniasis in the 
regions of Shewa and Speen Wam in northern 
Pakistan involving thousands of cases (exact number 
not stated). This is an endemic region for the disease, 
and as a consequence of the outbreak, health 
authorities have set up treatment centres providing 
free medical care to those affected. Unfortunately, 
fake drugs have been circulating in the region, which 
has potentially put patients at risk (SLD: leishmaniasis 
is caused by a protozoan parasite that is transmitted 
by phlebotomine sandflies.)

Source: Promed-ahead Digest (13/May/2019), Vol. 82(27).

INDIA: DEVICES SET UP TO KILL MOSQUITOES
Vijayawada Municipal Corporation has installed 
mosquito devices with the aim of curbing mosquito-
borne diseases. The devices from a company called 
‘Moskeet’ are claimed to attract and kill mosquitoes 
in a 250m radius (SLD: the mosquito traps from this 
company have yet to be tested for their efficacy by 
independent researchers and so such data is not 
currently available in peer-reviewed journals, nor is 
there any data on the company web site. Authorities 
should be very careful in selecting new products for 
mosquito control without any independent claims of 
efficacy).

Source: The New Indian Express (12/May/2019), http://
www.newindianexpress.com/cities/vijayawada/2019/
may/12/vmc-launches-fragrance-war-to-kill-mosquitoes-
in-10-localities-in-city-1975721.html 

UK: BED BUG INFESTATION IN MATERNITY 
WARD
A maternity hospital in London is the latest medical 
institute to be hit by bed bugs. King’s College 
Hospital in South East London has had a number of 
infestations forcing staff to wear protective clothing. 
New mothers are being advised about bed bugs and 
what to do if an infestation is suspected (SLD: bed 
bugs in health care facilities is a growing problem 
and this is not the first report within a maternity 
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hospital. I wrote a chapter on bed bug management 
in health care facilities in Advances in the Biology and 
Management of Modern Bed Bugs.)

Source: The Telegraph (9/May/2019), https://
www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/05/11/
london-maternity-hospital-suffers-bedbug-outbreak/ 

COCKROACH ON PHILIPPINE PRESIDENT 
DUTERTE DURING PRESS CONFERENCE 
While holding a press conference, a cockroach was 
seen to walk up the shirt of the Philippine President, 
Rodrigo Duterte. An aide than swatted it away. Quick 
thinking on the behalf of the President, he quipped 
that the opposition plant it on him. 

Source: Yahoo Philippines (9/May/2019), https://ph.news.
yahoo.com/cockroach-crawls-philippines-duterte-dur-
ing-042357234.html 

MONGOLIA: DEATHS FROM THE PLAGUE
A couple in Mongolia have died from bubonic 
plague after consuming a local rodent known as a 
marmot. Generally the plague is contracted via the 
bites of certain fleas, however consuming infected 
rodent meat is another means of becoming infected. 
There is a misguided belief that eating the rodent 
organs is good for the health, which was certainly 
not the case in this situation.

Source: SBS (8/May/2019), https://www.sbs.com.au/
news/plague-deaths-quarantine-lifted-after-couple-die-
of-bubonic-plague 

CHIKUNGUNYA UPDATE FOR 2019
Indonesia: 17 casese in Ratujaya subdistrict. 
Taiwan: 1 imported case from Indonesia 
India: 6 cases from Karnataka state, 250 cases from 
Tamil Nadu. 
Thailand: 3,141 cases to date for the year. 
Maldives: 790 cases.

Source: Promed-ahead Digest (8/May/2019), Vol. 82(14).

ALTERNATIVE TO TOPICAL REPELLENTS – 
RE-ENGINEER THE SKIN MICROBIOME
Research has shown that the human skin 
exudes a range of different compounds, in fact 
several hundred. The presence of some of these 
components are important in attracting insects that 
blood feed on us, such as mosquitoes. However, 
some compounds can also repel insects (yes some 
people are naturally repulsive!). This suggests 
perhaps the skin microbiome (the bacteria that 
occur on the skin) could be altered in a way that 
the skin becomes less attractive to biting insects. 
The US based military research group, DARPA 
(Defence Advances Research Projects Agency) 
is exploring this very avenue by trying to make 
soldiers more repellent to mosquitoes. Read more 
at the official press release: https://www.darpa.mil/
news-events/2019-05-03a 

INDIA: COCKROACH ALLERGENS COMMON IN 
INDIAN HOMES
The English manufacturer of a range of household 
electrical goods, notably vacuum cleaners - Dyson, 
recently undertook a survey of the allergens that 
occur in Indian homes. Dust mite and cockroach 
allergens were found to be widespread through 
the home, including in areas where people sit and 
sleep. Much of this research was to demonstrate 
how Dyson vacuums with HEPA, or High Efficiency 
Particulate Air filters, can remove and trap most of 
the allergens that occur in the homes. A reduction 
in such allergens can reduce the amount of triggers 
present that can initiate allergic reactions such as 
rhinitis and asthma.  

Source: News18 (7/May/2019), https://www.news18.
com/news/tech/dyson-did-a-study-of-hidden-dust-in-
our-homes-and-we-have-a-cockroach-and-dust-mite-
problem-2131253.html  

AUSTRALIA: RODENT PROGRAM TO BEGIN ON 
LORD HOWE ISLAND AMID TENSION
The first rodent eradication program on an inhabited 
island is due to start. Lord Howe Island is off the 
east coast of Australia and contains unique flora 
and fauna that has been decimated by introduced 
rodents. Incredibly there has been huge resistance to 
this program by the locals and the decision to initiate 
the control regimen only just passed the vote by 
52%. Thus there is still a lot of tension amongst the 
locals regarding the program. What is extraordinary, 
is that tourism is the number one income earner 
for the island and visitors want to see the unique 
animals on the island. One of the main opponents 
of the program claimed that the program was not 
the idea of the locals but “came from public servants 
and people in New Zealand”. (SLD: this comment 
adequately sums up the reasons behind the 
opposition; stupidity. Wherever successful rodent 
eradication programs have been undertaken, the 
outcome has been extremely positive for the local 
flora and fauna. This is a program that must proceed, 
and succeed. Since this time there has been a High 
Court challenge to stop the rodent baiting program. 
A radio story on the Lord Howe Island rodent 
program can be listened to at: https://www.abc.net.
au/radio/programs/pm/rats-and-mice-threatening-lord-
howe-islands-delicate-ecosystem/11196254) 

Source: The Guardian (7/May/2019), https://www.
theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/may/07/a-
nasty-place-at-the-moment-lord-howe-island-tense-as-
rat-baiting-begins 

MURDEROUS CAMEL SPIDERS
One of the most aggressive creatures on the planet 
are camel spiders. While possessing eight legs, 
strictly speaking they are not spiders but belong 
to a group of invertebrates called ‘Solifugids’. How 
they received their common name was based on 
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the legend that they would nip at the stomachs of 
camels until their intestines fell out, and then the 
solifugid would lay eggs in the camel’s stomach. 
While this is a complete myth, their aggression is 
almost unparalleled in the animal world. Take for 
example this YouTube video from two years back; 
https://youtu.be/gvcWH__FNBk, here a camel 
spider is seen to randomly and brutally attack an 
ant nest, killing every insect in its path. A trail of 
dead insects is left behind. The other aspect about 
these creatures is their speed and their killing rate is 
evident in the YouTube video.

Source: Howstuffworks (7/May/2019), https://animals.
howstuffworks.com/arachnids/camel-spiders.htm 

FRANCE: FLEA INVASION CLOSES PARIS POLICE 
STATION
An ongoing flea infestation has caused a police 
station in Paris to be closed. The Union is demanding 
that the infestation is closed before members return 
to work. Unfortunately it is not stated what species 
of flea it is or how they have come to infest the 
station, however they have made working conditions 
intolerable for staff. Apparently the same site had 
an outbreak of fleas and lice back in 2017. (SLD: it is 
suggested that the fleas may have been brought 
in by someone detained by the police, however 
considering how many wild cats there are in Paris, I 
think these animals are a more likely source.)

Source: ABC News (7/May/2019), https://
www.abc.net.au/news/2019-05-07/
paris-police-station-infested-with-fleas/11086466 

SCARED OF BUGS: THEN WATCH SUPER BUG 
MOVIES
Researchers have found that people with 
entomophobia, or a fear of insects, can be treated 
by watching movies that feature superhero bugs. 
Movies such as Spiderman and Antman and being 
used to cure the fears of those that are terrified of 
insects and spiders. Such treatments have reduces 
the fear of spiders by 20 percent in these patients. 

Source: Herald Sun (6/May/2019), https://www.herald-
sun.com.au/news/scientists-discover-superhero-movies-
are-a-cure-for-phobias-of-spiders-and-ants/news-story/
e618f48de3c6a0042f575b3d7e3f613d 

AUSTRALIA: COCKROACH FOUND IN BREAD
A shopper in Melbourne found a live cockroach in a 
loaf of bread that he purchased from Coles, a major 
supermarket chain. The man was just about to make 
lunch for his children only to find the roach running 
around the inside of the plastic bag housing the 
bread. The company has stated that they will review 
their quality control procedures. 

Source: Yahoo News (6/May/2019), https://au.news.
yahoo.com/dads-surprise-to-find-live-cockroach-in-coles-
bread-loaf-065000836.html 

LATEST CRAZE: COCKROACHES ON THE FACE
The latest fad for teenagers is for them to place 
cockroaches on their face, take a selfie, and post it to 
social media. Naturally such behaviour comes with 
a risk – who would want to be seen near someone 
with a cockroach on their face!!! (double yuk).

Source: Says (6/May/2019), https://says.com/my/news/
teens-are-putting-cockroaches-on-their-face-and-in-
their-mouth-in-a-new-internet-challenge 

FIRE ANTS SPREAD THROUGH SAMOA
Fire ants have appeared in several parts of Samoa, 
after being identified in just the one location. 
Attempts are now being undertaken to eradicate the 
infestations. It was thought that the ants had been 
on the island for three to four years before anyone 
had identified them.

Source: RNZ (6/May/2019), https://www.
radionz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/388573/
tracking-down-little-fire-ants-plaguing-american-samoa 

CLIMATE CHANGES CAUSING TICK VECTORS TO 
SPREAD
In Canada, an important tick vector that spreads 
several diseases to humans, is spreading north due 
to climate change. The tick, Ixodes scapularius, is 
spreading north at a rate of 35-55km per year. In 
the past it was too cold for the tick population to be 
sustained, but with increasing global temperatures 
the tick has become well established in many areas. 
As a consequence, there has been a dramatic rise in 
tick-borne diseases such as Lyme disease. More than 
2,000 cases were reported in 2017, which more than 
doubled the previous year.

Source: GlobalNews (5/May/2019), https://globalnews.
ca/news/5231593/ticks-canada-locations-2019/ 

NEW ZEALAND: MASS RAT CONTROL PLANNED
Kahurangi National Park in the north west of the 
southern island of New Zealand, has experienced 
a massive growth in rodent populations, which 
it threatening native wildlife. In response, aerial 
application of 1080 baits will begin. This product will 
also help to control stoats, another introduced pest 
that kills native species. A dose rate of 1.5kg of 1080 
bait will be applied per hectare.

Source: Stuff (2/May/2019), https://www.stuff.co.nz/
environment/112339865/doc-gearing-up-for-kahurangi-
national-park-1080-drop-to-hit-rats 

CHINA: SPIDER FOUND IN EAR
A patient from China complained about a severely 
itchy ear and doctors were surprised when they 
found a live spider in his ear canal. The spider had 
even spun a web inside the patient’s ear and had 
probably been living there for some time. Saline was 
injected into the ear and the spider flushed out. The 
patient suffered no permanent injuries.

Source: Daily Mail Australia (2/May/2019), https://www.

https://youtu.be/gvcWH__FNBk
https://animals.howstuffworks.com/arachnids/camel-spiders.htm
https://animals.howstuffworks.com/arachnids/camel-spiders.htm
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-05-07/paris-police-station-infested-with-fleas/11086466
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-05-07/paris-police-station-infested-with-fleas/11086466
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-05-07/paris-police-station-infested-with-fleas/11086466
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/scientists-discover-superhero-movies-are-a-cure-for-phobias-of-spiders-and-ants/news-story/e618f48de3c6a0042f575b3d7e3f613d
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/scientists-discover-superhero-movies-are-a-cure-for-phobias-of-spiders-and-ants/news-story/e618f48de3c6a0042f575b3d7e3f613d
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/scientists-discover-superhero-movies-are-a-cure-for-phobias-of-spiders-and-ants/news-story/e618f48de3c6a0042f575b3d7e3f613d
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/scientists-discover-superhero-movies-are-a-cure-for-phobias-of-spiders-and-ants/news-story/e618f48de3c6a0042f575b3d7e3f613d
https://au.news.yahoo.com/dads-surprise-to-find-live-cockroach-in-coles-bread-loaf-065000836.html
https://au.news.yahoo.com/dads-surprise-to-find-live-cockroach-in-coles-bread-loaf-065000836.html
https://au.news.yahoo.com/dads-surprise-to-find-live-cockroach-in-coles-bread-loaf-065000836.html
https://says.com/my/news/teens-are-putting-cockroaches-on-their-face-and-in-their-mouth-in-a-new-internet-challenge
https://says.com/my/news/teens-are-putting-cockroaches-on-their-face-and-in-their-mouth-in-a-new-internet-challenge
https://says.com/my/news/teens-are-putting-cockroaches-on-their-face-and-in-their-mouth-in-a-new-internet-challenge
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/388573/tracking-down-little-fire-ants-plaguing-american-samoa
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/388573/tracking-down-little-fire-ants-plaguing-american-samoa
https://www.radionz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/388573/tracking-down-little-fire-ants-plaguing-american-samoa
https://globalnews.ca/news/5231593/ticks-canada-locations-2019/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5231593/ticks-canada-locations-2019/
https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/112339865/doc-gearing-up-for-kahurangi-national-park-1080-drop-to-hit-rats
https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/112339865/doc-gearing-up-for-kahurangi-national-park-1080-drop-to-hit-rats
https://www.stuff.co.nz/environment/112339865/doc-gearing-up-for-kahurangi-national-park-1080-drop-to-hit-rats
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6981369/Doctors-shocked-spider-weaving-webs-inside-mans-ear.html


WWW.FAOPMA.COM || 71 

N
E
W
S

dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6981369/Doctors-shocked-
spider-weaving-webs-inside-mans-ear.html 

ENGLAND: BRITISH PARLIAMENT OVERRUN 
WITH PESTS
No we are not talking about the political variety, 
but true pests such as rodents. Mice will run over 
desks during the daylight hours and old paperwork 
provides nesting materials. Many report that mice 
have run over their feet while dining, and many 
mice will even stop to nibble on the crumbs. In the 
five years preceding 2018, over 500,000 pounds 
were spent on rodent control. Moths are also a 
problem and are threatening antique furniture and 
upholstery. A major restoration project will begin in 
2020 and it is hoped that many of the pest problems 
will be addressed.

Source: Bloomberg (2/May/2019), https://www.bloom-
berg.com/news/articles/2019-05-02/of-mice-and-moths-
u-k-parliament-s-battle-against-vermin 

US: ATTEMPTS TO BAN RODENTICIDES
Following several incidents, including the latest 
whereby a mountain lion was poisoned, California is 
looking to ban second generation rodenticides. This 
follows a spate of wildlife deaths, including other 
large cats such as pumas. As a consequence of these 
events, public campaigns have urged law makers to 
ban these compounds.

Source: The Acorn (1/May/2019), 
https://www.theacorn.com/articles/
assembly-bill-steps-up-war-against-rat-poison/ 

WORLD’S LARGEST 
ANT FARM
The pest control com-
pany Terminix, received 
Guinness Book of Records 
recognition by producing 
the largest ant farm in the 
world. The farm measures 
4 by 3 feet and is 3 inches 
wide. The display is being 
used to hold Western 
Harvester ants, which is 
in a gel matrix for ease of 
obseration.

Source: PCT (1/May/2019)’ 
https://www.pctonline.com/
article/terminix-service-
ant-farm-guinness-world-
records/

GLOBAL PEST MARKET 
FORECAST TO RISE BY 
5.04%

In a new report released 
by Research and Markets, 
the pest control industry 
is forecast to grow at a 

compound annual growth rate of 5.04% to 2025. 
By then it is predicted that the pest control market 
will be valued at USD$27.5 billion. Much of this 
growth relates to expansion in human populations, 
increasing urbanisation, and an increasing demand 
for pest control services. The full report can be 
purchased from the link below at USD$5,650. 

Source: Research and Markets (1/May/2019), https://
www.researchandmarkets.com/reports/4768800/
pest-control-market-by-pest-type-insects 

NEW VIDEO GAME; A PLAGUE TALE: INNOCENCE
Who doesn’t wish to play a video game that features 
rats? Rats are everywhere in the new game called ‘A 
Plague Tale: Innocence’. The rats prove to be both 
friend and foe. The game launches on 14 May 2019 
and a YouTube trailer can be seen at: https://youtu.
be/2w-k5iScmdw 

Source: TSA (29/Apr/2019), https://www.thesixthaxis.
com/2019/04/29/a-plague-tale-innocence-gameplay/ 

FIJI: WOLBACHIA RELEASE
Mosquitoes deliberately infected with the 
intracellular parasite, Wolbachia, are being used 
to fight mosquito-borne diseases. To date such 
efforts are against the dengue mosquito, Aedes 
aegypti, which can also transmit a range of other 
viruses such as zika and chikungunya. By releasing 
Wolbachia infected Aedes aegypti, the local mosquito 
population becomes resistant to transmitting these 
viruses. The first successful release occurred in 
northern Queensland in Australia, whereby local 

Aedes aegypti is the main vector of dengue, yellow fever, chikungunya and zika 
viruses. Many programs are underway to prevent the spread of disease by this 

species.
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dengue transmission has virtually ceased. The first 
release in western Fiji occurred on 28/Apr/2019. It is 
believed this work could save hundreds of lives.

Source: Fiji Sun (29/Apr/2019), 
https://fijisun.com.fj/2019/04/29/
wolbachia-mosquitoes-released-in-the-west/ 

MUMBAI, INDIA: DENGUE A GREATER THREAT 
THAN MALARIA
Local authorities found significant more breeding of 
the dengue mosquitoes than Anopheles that transmit 
malaria in Mumbai. Over 3,100 breeding locations of 
Aedes aegypti were found.

Source: DNA (29/Apr/2019), https://www.dnaindia.com/
mumbai/report-mumbai-faces-greater-threat-from-den-
gue-than-malaria-2744100 

DENGUE UPDATE: ASIA & PACIFIC
Cook Islands: 30 cases so far for 2019. 
East Timor: An outbreak in the capital Dili, has seen 
over 500 cases with 5 deaths for 2019. 
Indonesia: 875 residents from East Sumba have been 
diagnosed.  
La Reunion: there have been almost 5,000 cases for 
the first three months of 2019. 
Malaysia: up to 7/Apr, over 38,000 cases and 59 
deaths have been recorded. Around 60% where 
from the state of Selangor. 
Maldives: over 1,700 cases have been reported of 
dengue and chikungunya.  
Mauritius: 75 cases have been reported for 2019. 
Pakistan: more than 1,000 cases have been reported 
across the country this year, with close to 400 cases 
from Karachi. 
Philippines: cases are almost 60,000 to date for this 
year with 237 deaths. This is 245% higher than the 
same period in 2018. The region with most cases 
is central Visayas with 6,587 cases and 38 deaths. 
Manilla has had 5,504 cases and 18 deaths. Caraga 
has had 5,224 with 15 deaths. 
Singapore: there has been almost 2,100 cases and 
three deaths this year. 
Sri Lanka: in the first four months of 2019 over 15,400 
dengue cases were reported with 15 deaths in 2019. 
Over 3,400 cases were reported from the Colombo 
district. 
Taiwan: this year has seen 2,000 infections of dengue 
with southern Taiwan affected the most.  
Thailand: 27 people have died from dengue this year.  
Vanuatu: there have been over 200 suspected den-
gue cases. 
   Source: Promed Digest (26/Apr/2019), Vol. 82(85) & 
Promed Digest (13/May/2019), Vol. 83(38).

WHY DEET IS SO EFFECTIVE
The repellent DEET has long been known to be 
highly effective at repelling mosquitoes, however 
why this has been the subject of great debate 
amongst scientists. New research suggests that 

DEET affects how mosquitoes taste us via their feet, 
making us ‘less tasty’ and hence repellent.

Source: Livescience (26/Apr/2019), https://www.
livescience.com/65334-how-does-deet-work-mosquitos.
html 

CHINA GIVES PNG 600,000 MOSQUITO NETS
The People’s Republic of China has donated 
600,000 mosquito nets to the government of Papua 
and New Guinea for World Malaria Day, which is 
typically celebrated on 25 April. Mosquito nets have 
been found to be highly effective at reducing the 
incidence of malaria, especially in children. The nets 
where given to all the schools in the national capital 
of Port Moresby.

Source: Post Courier (25/Apr/2019), 
https://postcourier.com.pg/
port-moresby-settlements-receive-mosquito-nets/ 

SINGAPORE: SMOKING COCKROACHES?
A cockroach was filmed in Singapore running off 
with a cigarette – perhaps its day was just too 
stressful!

Source: Yahoo News (24/Apr/2019), https://
sg.news.yahoo.com/oh-nothing-just-cockroach-run-
ning-081949966.html 

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA: MAN AND PET RAT 
REUNITED
A homeless man was separated from his pet rat 
when a pedestrian picked the animal off the street 
and took it home. Security cameras recorded the 
event enabling the person to be identified, who had 
innocently picked up the animal as she thought it 
was alone. Man and rat were reunited with a heart-
warming rub of whiskers!

Source: The Things (23/Apr/2019), https://www.theth-
ings.com/homeless-man-pet-rat-reunited/ 

PENANG, MALAYSIA: RESTAURANT CLOSED 
AFTER RAT FAECES FOUND
A well-known establishment in George Town has 
been forced to close after rat droppings were found 
in the restaurant. State Health Authorities found the 
droppings during a routine inspection. Furthermore, 
cooks failed to wear proper clothing during food 
preparation and had not undertaken mandatory 
government training.

Source: New Straits Times (23/Apr/2019), https://www.
nst.com.my/news/nation/2019/04/482145/penang-eatery-
ordered-closed-after-rat-droppings-found-nsttv 

ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA: BAKERY INFESTED 
WITH COCKROACHES
A bakery in Adelaide will face court after a food 
inspection uncovered a number of breaches, 
including the finding of a cockroach infestation in a 
device that had been used to house cooked cakes. 
Other breaches were noted including a lack of 
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adequate staff training in food hygiene.
Source: Cruise123 (23/Apr/2019), http://www.cruise1323.

com.au/newsroom/adelaide-bakery-cockroaches-
infested-holden-hill-northern-suburbs 

NEW ZEALAND: RODENTS DETECTED ON 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE ISLAND
Mokoia Island in New Zealand is the breeding 
ground of a number of endangered local species 
including the famed flightless bird, the Kiwi. 
Ongoing monitoring on the island to ensure it 
remains rodent free has uncovered several signs 
of rats and mice including footprints and tunnels. 
Unfortunately the rodents were not trapped. An 
incursion response has been initiated to rapidly 
eradicate the rodents.

Source: NZHerald (23/Apr/2019), https://www.nzherald.
co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=12224389 

SINGAPORE: THREE FOLD INCREASE IN DENGUE 
CASES
The first three months of this year saw a threefold 
increase in the number of dengue reports compared 
with same period in 2018, including three deaths. 
The National Environmental Agency launched the 
National Dengue Prevention Campaign in early April, 
hosting more than 10 dengue prevention related 
events.

Source: The Straits Times (22/Apr/2019), 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/
need-for-vigilance-amid-spike-in-dengue-cases-khor 

MALAYSIA: RESTAURANTS CLOSED DUE TO 
PEST PRESENCE
Two unhygienic restaurants were shut down in 
Subang Jaya Municipal Council during a series 
of random inspections. Cockroach and rodent 
droppings were found, and the facilities were closed 
for 14 days and ordered to clean up their premises. 
The restaurants will be again checked and if they 
receive the all clear, can recommence operations. 

Source: The Star Online (20/Apr/2019), https://www.
thestar.com.my/metro/metro-news/2019/04/20/
closed-due-to-cleanliness-violations/ 

COCKROACH FARMING IN CHINA
In Southwest China, cockroaches are farmed for 
human consumption. A restaurant nearby fries them 
up in spicy Sichuan sauce. Supposedly, they are 
good for various human ailments such as stomach 
ulcers, respiratory issues, and for use as a tonic. The 
roaches are fed on an all-natural diet of a mixture 
of corn, fruit and vegetables. The cockroaches are 
harvested every three months by being dropped 
into a vat of boiling water, and then dehydrated. 
A half pound of dried cockroaches costs between 
USD$15-90. With so many restaurants being closed 
due to cockroach contamination – perhaps this is 
one case where diners will be surprised if  a roach 

did not turn up in their meal.
Source: Global Village Space (19/Apr/2019), 

https://www.globalvillagespace.com/
papa-roach-chinese-farmer-breeds-bugs-for-the-table/ 

PLEAD TO REMOVE COCKROACHES IN A 
HUMANE MANNER
A vegan woman pleaded on Facebook for solutions 
to rid her home of cockroaches in a humane man-
ner without killing them. She was concerned that her 
landlord was going to have the infestation sprayed 
with insecticides and preferred to release them 
unharmed. The Pest Controller contacted said that 
there was no way to remove them unharmed and 
they must be eradicated for they spread diseases 
(SLD: how do you deal with customers like this? A 
lack of control of a pest in one arpartment then 
poses a great pest risk for all the apartments in the 
complex).

Source: Yahoo News (18/Apr/2019), https://au.news.
yahoo.com/vegan-woman-pleads-help-get-rid-cock-
roaches-humane-way-001055625.html 

VIDEO OF RAT CLIMBING MANS LEG IN 
RESTAURANT
A video has emerged in social media of a rat 
climbing the leg of a diner in Portrush in Northern 
Ireland.

Source: Video Irish News Video (17/Apr/2019), https://
www.independent.ie/au/videos/irish-news/video-foot-
age-shows-rat-leaping-onto-customers-leg-in-restau-
rant-38025320.html 

INDIA: COMPENSATION FOR SERVING DEAD 
ROACH
A restaurant in the Punjab region of India has been 
ordered to pay Rs75,000 (around USD$1,000) for 
serving a dead cockroach to a customer. The woman 
had eaten two courses of the meal when she found 
the dead arthropod in a salad. She subsequently felt 
dizzy, vomited, and was hospitalised. 

Source: Newsd (15/Apr/2019), https://newsd.in/pun-
jab-eatery-to-pay-rs-75000-compensation-for-serving-
dead-cockroach-to-a-customer/ 

NINJA RAT TAKES ON RATTLESNAKE
A video has emerged of a Kangaroo Rat defending 
itself against a rattlesnake with a series of well-
timed kicks and avoidance manoeuvres. High speed 
photography captures the key moments of the 
wannabe Bruce Lee rodent. 

Source: RSAWeb (15/Apr/2019), https://
www.2oceansvibe.com/2019/04/15/please-enjoy-this-
video-of-a-kangaroo-rat-ninja-kicking-a-rattlesnake/

LISTENING TO MUSIC COULD REDUCE 
MOSQUITO BITES?
A study undertaken by researchers from Malaysia 
and Thailand, published in the journal Acta Tropica 
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suggests that certain music could reduce mosquito 
reproduction. The music called ‘dubstep’, in 
particular a piece by the band Skrillex, may effect 
various behaviours related to reproduction. The 
researchers examined the influence of electronic 
music on the dengue mosquito Aedes aegypti, 
and found that they took longer to feed when the 
music from Skrillex was playing and were less likely 
to mate. It is known that mosquitoes respond to 
sound and perhaps the music is interfering with 
the wing beat frequency that the species normally 
responds to. To hear the music that was played to 
the mosquitoes, go to: https://www.gentside.co.uk/
music/listening-to-music-by-this-artist-could-help-
protect-you-from-mosquitoes-this-summer_art3267.
html 

Note that other mosquito researchers have doubts 
about the findings, see: https://www.nbc4i.com/
news/inside-edition/does-electronic-dance-music-
prevent-mosquito-bites-expert-says-probably-
not/1915055262 

Source: Gentside (12/Apr/2019), https://www.gentside.
co.uk/music/listening-to-music-by-this-artist-could-help-
protect-you-from-mosquitoes-this-summer_art3267.html 

WHAT RAT ARE THEY TRYING TO CATCH IN THE 
WHITE HOUSE?
Following the announcement that a series of rat 
traps were set up in the White House, Twitter 
became a buzz, with some asking if the traps can a 
hold 6’3” 239lb rat, with a bad hair do? Perhaps a Big 
Mac could be used as bait! On a more serious note, 
rats are currently a major problem in Washington 
D.C. and the city has allocated almost an extra 
USD$1million towards rodent control.

Source: Bustle (12/Apr/2019), https://www.bustle.com/p/
the-white-house-has-rat-traps-set-up-twitter-cant-con-
tain-itself-17032427 

CHINA: JOURNALIST WINS PRESTIGIOUS 
AWARD OVER COCKROACH FARM REPORT
South China Morning Post journalist Liu Yujing won 
the Citi Journalistic Excellence Award for story on a 
facility that breeds more than 6 billion cockroaches 
for medicine and other uses. In researching the story, 
she also made the brave move of eating a deep-fried 
cockroach.

Source: South China Morning Post (10/Apr/2019), https://
www.scmp.com/business/companies/article/3005596/
scmp-wins-citis-2019-journalistic-award-story-about-sich-
uans   

CLIMATE CHANGE MAY CAUSE MOSQUITOES TO 
EVOLVE MORE RAPIDLY
Researchers from the UK and China have sug-
gested that rising levels of carbon dioxide, associ-
ated with climate change, could lead to an increase 
in the speciation of mosquitoes. This could result in 
new species moving into areas not seen previously. 

The scientists examined data from over the last 
195 million years and found a strong correlation 
between carbon dioxide levels and speciation rates. 
Potentially we could see diseases return to regions 
where they were once eradicated.

Source: Yale Climate Connections (10/Apr/2019); 
https://www.yaleclimateconnections.org/2019/04/
climate-change-could-foster-rapid-mosquito-evolution/ 

USA: INVASIVE TICK
Stories of invasive ticks continue as highlighted 
below. Recently the Asian Longhorned tick, 
Haemaphysalis longicornis, was found in the US. 
The latest research that numbers of this tick have 
increased 12-fold between 2017 and 2018 in New 
York parks. The concern is that this tick is known to 
transmit a range of pathogens, although to date 
none have been detected yet in the tick.

Source: ProMED Digest (10/Apr/2019), Vol. 82(37).

ENGLAND: INVASIVE TICK
A tick that is normally found in parts of Africa, 
Asia and southern Europe was discovered in the 
Dorset region of the UK. The tick, Hyalomma 
rufipes, was found on a horse. This tick species is 
capable of transmitting the deadly Crimean-Congo 
Haemorrhagic Fever virus and poses a serious threat 
to the community if it becomes established. It is 
thought that the tick may have arrived via migratory 
birds that are known to nest in horse stables. With 
the warming weather associated with climate 
change, it is feared that this may become a more 
frequent occurrence. 

Source: ProMED-ahead Digest (10/Apr/2019), Vol. 81(26).

SHANGHAI STARBUCKS CLOSES DUE TO 
COCKROACHES
The famous American chain, Starbucks had to close 
its Shanghai store after cockroaches were found 
in one of the cake display cabinets. The roaches 
were seen walking over the food. All food will 
be destroyed and pest control activities will be 
enhanced.

Source: ECNS (9/Apr/2019), http://www.ecns.cn/news/
cns-wire/2019-04-09/detail-ifzhaszu6981699.shtml 

ALLERGIES TO COCKROACHES MORE COMMON 
THAN CATS
In the US, research has indicated that people 
on average are more likely to exhibit cockroach 
allergies, than allergies to cats. Between 17-41 
percent of the population are allergic to cockroaches 
and 17 percent to cats. Furthermore, cockroaches 
are everywhere and there is a higher chance of 
individuals becoming sensitised to these insects. 
One of the biggest problems for allergic children is 
schools.

Source: Washingtonian (8/Apr/2019), https://
www.washingtonian.com/2019/04/08/
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THE DANGERS OF GLUE TRAPS TO WILDLIFE
The indiscriminate placement of glue traps was 
again highlighted. A fully grown Kookaburra was 
caught in one such trap in Queensland, Australia. 
It was thought that the bird was attracted to the 
cockroaches caught on the mat. The Kookaburra was 
so badly injured in its attempt to escape that it had 
to be euthanized (SLD: this is why so many animal 
welfare groups wish to ban such traps- they must 
always be placed in locations where wildlife cannot 
access them.)

Source: Yahoo News (8/Apr/2019), https://au.news.
yahoo.com/sticky-situation-proved-fatal-naive-kooka-
burra-062942144.html 

INDIA: DENGUE ON THE RISE IN MUMBAI
 The first three months of 2019 saw a big increase 
in dengue cases in Mumbai compared to 2018, with 
more than double this year for the same period. 
Experts are blaming the weather (presumably it has 
been wetter than average, which has led to more 
vector breeding, but the report was not clear on 
this).

Source: hindustantimes (7/Apr/2019), https://www.
hindustantimes.com/mumbai-news/dengue-is-on-the-
rise-in-mumbai-time-to-clean-mosquito-breeding-sites-
near-you/story-5fteS6apljXo64DBSU3dCO.html 

HOW MANY RATS IN HONG KONG?
In a metropolis of over seven million people, 
probably lots! Recently a journalist posed this 
very question and reflected on the ‘Four Pest’ 
campaign of Mao Zedong. It was reported that 
over 1.2 billion rats were killed along with a billion 
sparrows, 220 million tonnes of flies and 24 million 
tonnes of mosquitoes. The latter equates to around 
10,000,000,000,000,000 mosquitoes (I hope they 
were counted twice for accuracy!). Apparently there 
are around 8 million rats in Paris and up to 100 
million in New York, while the UK has 81 million, and 
China has around 2 billion. As to Hong Kong, the 
best estimate is around 10 million, give or take a few 
hundred thousand. Is there a point to such a story? I 
guess this highlights just how surrounded by pests 
we are and the risks of pestilence these creatures can 
impose on humanity.

Source: South China Morning Post (7/Apr/2019), https://
www.scmp.com/business/article/3005007/how-many-
rats-are-there-hong-kong-their-prosperity-reflects-our-
human 

SINGAPORE: MORE THAN 2,000 DENGUE CASES 
IN FIRST QUARTER OF 2019
Dengue cases were up three fold during the first 
three months of 2019 compared with the preceding 
year, according to the National Environmental 
Agency (NEA), with more than 2,000 cases. These 
increases occurred in spite of a drop in Aedes aegypti 

numbers. However, no clear indication as to why 
the dramatic rise in human disease has occurred, 
although it was noted that adjoining nations also 
saw a dramatic jump in cases. The NEA has deployed 
around 50,000 gravid traps to monitor mosquito 
numbers and begun Phase 3 in Project Wolbachia.

Source: CNA (7/Apr/2019), https://www.channelnewsa-
sia.com/news/singapore/dengue-aedes-mosquito-cases-
reported-first-quarter-11420048

OMAN: ANTI-DENGUE DRIVE TO CURB 
MOSQUITOES
A two week campaign to control Aedes aegypti 
mosquitoes has seen a decline in dengue cases. 
During this time, over 60,000 premises were 
inspected. It was hoped that the intensive campaign 
increased people’s awareness of the mosquito and 
to ensure that they did not breed the insect in and 
around their home.

Source: Times of Oman (6/April/2019), https://
timesofoman.com/article/1093174/Oman/
Anti-dengue-drive-curbs-spread-of-vector-mosquitoes 

COCKROACH MILK – THE NEW SUPERFOOD?
A type of cockroach, the Pacific Beetle Cockroach, 
produces protein infused crystals. These crystals 
contain a high amount of energy, around three 
times that of cow milk. Some are suggesting that this 
cockroach ‘milk’ could be a food alternative in the 
future.

Source: Las Vegas Review Journal (6/April/2019), 
https://www.reviewjournal.com/life/health/cockroach-
milk-might-sound-gross-but-could-be-next-super-
food-1634930/ 

MORE BED BUGS ON BA FLIGHTS
Over the last few there years have been multiple 
reports in the press of bed bug infestations in 
aircraft, especially on British Airway flights. The latest 
incident involved a flight from Canada to Slovakia, 
where a 7-year old girl received multiple bites to her 
legs. The mother of the child noticed bed bugs on 
the seat in front and saw a bed bug emerge from 
behind a TV monitor. The flight crew were alerted 
but no spare seats were available. The mother 
received bites on the hands, waistline, neck and 
other areas.  

Source: The Epoch Times (7/Apr/2019), https://www.
theepochtimes.com/7-year-old-boy-and-mom-says-bed-
bugs-invaded-their-flight_2831945.html 

RATS FOR GOOD!
So much of our time involves controlling rodents, 
but did you know that some species are being used 
to benefit humanity? The African Giant Pouch Rat 
is being used to detect a range of smells, including 
that of explosives, wildlife (to combat trafficking), 
and infectious diseases such as tuberculosis. In 
landmine detections, they have been employed in 
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PAKISTAN: CRIMEAN-CONGO HEMORRHAGIC 
FEVER
A 19-year old patient has died of the deadly 
Crimean-Congo Hemorrhagic fever at Jinnah 
Postgraduate Medical Centre on 1 April 2019, 
bringing the death toll to 3 this year at this medical 
facility. 

Source: ProMED-ahead Digest (3/Apr/2019), Vol. 81(4).

NEW FACT SHEET ON THE LONG-TAILED 
SILVERFISH
Silverfish are seen as an emerging pest in the 
Scandinavian countries and pest management 
companies are earning a considerable income in 
treating for the pests. The Norwegian Institute of 
Public Health has now released a very thorough 43 
page new fact sheet on these fascinating insects, 
which is available in the link below. A pdf of the 
fact sheet can be obtained from: https://www.fhi.
no/globalassets/dokumenterfiler/rapporter/2019/
long-tailed-silverfish-ctenolepisma-longicaudata-
--biology-and-control.pdf 

The fact sheet covers identification (with a taxo-
nomic key), biology and ecology, behaviour, and 
integrated pest management.

Source: Norwegian Institute of Public Health 
(2019), https://www.fhi.no/en/publ/2019/
skjeggkre--biologi-og-rad-om-bekjemping/ 

RE-ENGINEER MOSQUITOES SO THEY DO NOT 
BITE
Researchers in the US have discovered a gene in 
the mosquito antennae that helps in the detection 
of humans as a blood source. If this gene could be 
disrupted, altered or removed, then humans would 
less likely be bitten, resulting in a dramatic decline in 
the occurrence of mosquito-borne diseases. 

Source: Aljazeera (1/Apr/2019), https://www.aljazeera.
com/news/2019/04/mosquito-scent-discovery-change-
billion-lives-190401082408931.html 

US: DISGRACEFUL HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSE OVER 
BED BUGS
A 70-year old man in Los Angeles, USA was arrested 
for arson after he set his mattress alight in a despite 
attempt to rid himself of an infestation of bed bugs. 
The fire burnt out quickly and no one was injured 
but the man is facing a maximum three year jail 
term and USD$3,000 fine over the incidence. (SLD: 
it disgraceful to think that an older member of 
the American community had to resort to desper-
ate measures to exterminate a bed bug infestation, 
and is then threatened incarceration as a conse-
quence! It is time legal authorities chase the real cul-
prits – those that allow bed bug infestations to go 
untreated in the socially disadvantaged.) 

Source: Nola.com (13/Mar/2019); https://www.nola.
com/crime/2019/03/arrested-metairie-man-set-mattress-
ablaze-while-battling-bedbugs-jpso.html

multiple countries, including Cambodia, Angola, and 
Mozambique. Plus they are very speedy in doing 
this; what would take a human four days to inspect 
for mines, they can do this in 20 minutes! One good 
aspect is that the rodents are too light to trigger the 
mines, making them a perfect detector.

Source: Treehugger (4/April/2019), https://www.treehu-
gger.com/animals/amazing-life-saving-talents-gambian-
giant-pouched-rat.html 

INDIA AND THE USA: PREDATORY PUBLISHING 
HOUSE OMICS INTERNATIONAL RECEIVES 
MULTI-MILLION FINE
In recent years, companies have started to prey on 
academics and other researchers by starting up 
journals that have similar names to well established, 
respected journals. These ‘imposter’ journals are 
very poor yet charge huge amounts to publish an 
article. Typically they will accept any piece of work, 
as long as the person submitting pays. The quality 
is substandard, with many mistakes evident. Often 
such journals appear legitimate by listing well known 
scientists on the editorial board, often without their 
permission. Such companies also hold conferences, 
again preying on the community – these events are 
also poorly organized but registration costs are high. 

One of the worst offenders is Omics International 
based out of Hyderabad in India. This company 
publishes hundreds of journals across a range of 
disciplines. This year, the Federal Trade Commission 
in the US has won a $50 million court judgement 
against Omics for their deceptive business practices. 
Furthermore, a judge in Nevada also ordered the 
company to halt their deceptive business practices.

Omics is considered one of the worst predatory 
organizations in the world and is considered ‘the evil 
empire’ of them all. These fines are the first step in 
stemming these illicit practices who are degrading 
science for all humanity.

Source: The New York Times (3/Apr/2019), https://www.
nytimes.com/2019/04/03/science/predatory-journals-ftc-
omics.html 

AUSTRALIA: KUNJIN VIRUS IN THE NORTHERN 
TERRITORY
The Department of Health in the Northern Territory 
of Australia have advised travellers on the risk 
of Kunjin virus following widespread detections 
of the virus. Travellers are advised to undertake 
personal protection measures to prevent the bite 
of mosquitoes (SLD: Kunjin virus is a flavirvirus 
that belongs to the encephalitic group, which is 
carried by mosquitoes, notably Culex annulirostris. 
Symptoms include severe headaches, fever, 
drowsiness, tremors, and seizures. Kunjin occurs 
in most Australia states and is related to West Nile 
virus.)

Source: ProMED-ahead Digest (3/Apr/2019), Vol. 81(6).
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