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Insects of Stored Products
David Rees
Book review of a past classic by David Lilly

Professional pest managers face many 
challenging pests in their work today, from 
bed bugs and termites, to rodents and 

cockroaches. But perhaps one group of pests that 
are beginning to have an increased focus are stored 
product pests. This includes the beetles, moths, and 
psocids that attack or infest grain and other stored 
commodities. 

The reasons that stored product pests are 
increasingly crossing over to the professional 
pest management ‘world’ are likely numerous and 
complex. However, these may include the fact 
that pest managers today are more involved at 
the frontline of grain storage and processing, plus 
their customers (i.e. the manufacturers that use 
such grain products) are under immense pressure 
to maintain production levels. This means that 
they may integrate infested products into their 
processing lines, where once such products would 
have been rightfully rejected. Added to this has 
been the evolution of insecticide resistance in many 
pest species, and the loss in some countries of 
previously-effective insecticides, such as dichlorvos, 
through the introduction of more stringent 
regulations. 

In many situations, a pest manager must more 
than ever rely on the foundations of integrated 
pest management (IPM) as a means to understand 
and respond to the situation they are faced. This 
is especially the situation when the incidence of 
a particular pest changes, or the service practices 
that have previously been effective are no longer 
permitted. And, as everyone would know, the 
foundation to effective IPM is identification and an 
understanding of biology and ecology. 

Fortunately, when it comes to these two principles 
of IPM for stored product pests, professional pest 
managers are well served by the Insects of Stored 
Products (2004) by David Rees. This book is, in this 
author’s opinion, simply on the best ‘pest’ reference 
books ever published in the field. It should be 
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considered a must-have for any entomologist 
or professional pest manager involved in the 
management or identification of stored product 
pests.

The book is logically organized, with beetles, moths, 
psocids, bugs (Hemiptera), and parasitic wasps all 
comprehensively dealt with under their respective 
Family groups. The book is also clear in what it 
omits, which includes many arthropods which might 
occasionally appear in stored product environments, 
but which themselves don’t meet the strict sense of 
a ‘stored product pest’ (e.g. cockroaches or silverfish). 
Dichotomous keys at the start of the book provide a 
reference point for the identification of insects that 
might be found in and amongst stored products. 
Another key is provided for the adult beetle Families. 
Even more impressive is that for each insect family, 
a key is also provided for identifying the major pest 
species found. All of the keys are written in clear, 
accessible language and would be understood even 
by those relatively new to the industry. 

Complementing the keys are photographs by 
Vanna Rangsi of actual specimens. The images 
highlight key identifying features, and the types of 
commodity and damage associated with the pest. 
The photographs alone must surely have taken a 
considerable length of time to compile, with well 
over a hundred high quality images in the book. 
These images are a component that contributes 
immensely to the overall value of the book.

Under each insect Family, sections are devoted 
to classification and identification, the life cycle, 
physical limits (e.g. temperature and humidity) 
and rates of multiplication, the economic 
importance, types of damage and symptoms, 
ecology, monitoring, and geographic distribution. 
The sections on physical limits, monitoring, and 
ecology are particularly useful for those involved 
in stored product pest management. These factors 
can point to areas of suppression or control that 
could be achieved without resorting to the use of 
insecticides, an option that is becoming increasingly 
valuable in today’s market.

My one complaint (there is always one…), is simply 
that this book has been allowed to slide into being 
an item of rarity.  The only primary way to obtain 
the book today is to hunt the secondhand market. 
The publishers have released an e-book version, 
but as many would know, e-books and field work 

rarely combine well. The one upside is that a ‘pocket 
reference’ version of the book was also produced in 
2007. However, this again is out of print but is more 
frequently for sale on secondhand book stores and 
eBay. Perhaps the field of those working in stored 
product pest management has simply dwindled too 
far (as with many areas of entomology) to make a 
re-release viable. A shame nonetheless, but all the 
more reason to maintain tight control on the lucky 
few copies in circulation today. 

Insects of Stored Products was published in 2004 by 
CSIRO Publishing. Currently out of print, but readily 
available second-hand for between USD$40-100
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