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History – the Long Journey 
of Integration
Read how the world’s largest pest association was formed
Raymond Lee

The Federation of Asian and Oceania Pest 
Managers’ Association (FAOPMA) has a 
long 29 years of running international 

conventions. While for the PEST SUMMIT Alliance 
(comprising the South East Asian nations of 
Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, and 
Philippines), there have been seven highly 
successful Pest Summit conventions in the past. By 
merging both, member countries can now speak 
and represent the pest management industry in Asia 
and Oceania as ONE VOICE.

The role of FAOPMA is to promote and develop the 
professional pest management industry throughout 
the regions in the Asia-Oceanic territories. The most 
effective way to promote this with ONE VOICE 

is through the gathering of the best people and 
brands in the industry as a way of sharing the latest 
technological products, techniques, methods of 
pest treatments, exchange of information, sharing of 
knowledge and experience regarding specific issues 
in the region. Thus the annual FAOPMA-Pest Summit 
convention is the most important event of the 
year that is hosted in the region. This extraordinary 
convention is now a yearly event and is tailor-made 
for the pest management business owner and their 
staff; chemical and equipment providers; food-
processing industry personnel and their staff, QC/QA 
personnel, and other related businesses.

As President Huang Xiaoyun (President of FAOPMA) 
has rightly pointed out recently, the annual 
FAOPMA-Pest Summit convention is part of the 
efforts in building a platform to cooperate and 
work with one another. The goal of this platform 
is for our industry to interact, to understand and 
learn from one another. This platform brings new 
ways of thinking, innovative ideas and cutting-
edge technologies, and research to everyone in 
the region. This will create synergies enabling 
the industry to rise to a higher level. The annual 
convention should also serve as a forum in which 
we can all come together to cement old friendships, 
to form new alliances, and to develop productive 
networks for mutual corporation.
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The Journey of Integration Begins…

My first recollection of the process towards the 
integration of the two great Pest Management 
Associations in Asia was initiated in 2012 at 
the Adelaide Convention Centre, Australia. This 
was proposed by Mr Junichuro Katayama (Hon 
Treasurer, FAOPMA), together with Ms. Catherine Yan 
(FAOPMA, Hong Kong Secretariat), Mrs. Deanne Ong 
(EMAS, Singapore), and Mr Andrew Chan (SPMA, 
Singapore). This casual meeting of FAOPMA officials 
was later discussed with the conveners of the 2015 
Pest Summit Alliance, notably Mr John Ho-O’Hara 
(Singapore), Mr Su-Chart Lee (Thailand), and Prof 
Chow-Yang Lee (Malaysia), in Bangkok (February, 
2016).

 The discussions focused on the possible routes 
that would make integration a reality, which would 
be for the common good for the future of the Pest 
management industry in the Asia-Oceanic region. 
Some of the outcomes from the discussion included 
the amendments to the FAOPMA Constitution to 
suit the country membership criteria with more than 
one Association and alternative representation to 
include voting rights for the Pest-Summit Alliance.

Subsequently, the FAOPMA Executive Committee 
met in Hangzhou, China in March 2016 and acceded 
to some of the discussion points raised by the Pest 
Summit Alliance with the goal to achieve a win-

win situation and ultimately for the FAOPMA and 
Pest Summit integration to become a reality.  It 
was agreed then by FAOPMA that a Final Meeting 
was to be held in Singapore during Pest Summit 
2016. The Memorandum of agreement (MOA) was 
drafted by Prof Chow-Yang Lee and signed by all 
the five Presidents of the Pest Summit Alliance to 
commemorate the success of the FAOPMA and Pest 
Summit Integration. 

It was mutually agreed by all that the Main Objective 
of the integration of FAOPMA and Pest Summit 
Alliance was; ONE VOICE for the Pest management 
industry in the Asia Oceania Region. It was a joyous 
occasion to be able to personally witness the signing 
of the Agreement in Singapore. August 18, 2016 
was a very special day and one to remember! The 
many years of hard work and discussions had finally 
cumulated in the integration of FAOPMA and Pest 
Summit alliance, with the following benefits:

(a) Major sponsors had been under stress to 
sponsor both FAOPMA and Pest Summit for 
a similar kind of event every year. With two 
organizations merging, both FAOPMA and Pest 
Summit will have a louder voice to attract a 
bigger audience and more sponsorship.

(b) FAOPMA agreed that after the integration of 
both FAOPMA and Pest Summit – the united 
organization would become stronger.

The signing of the Memorandum of Agreement. All the five Presidents of the Pest Summit Alliance and 
Dr Raymond Lee (Hon. Secretary FAOPMA) were present, and was witnessed by the Pest Summit advisors, 

Prof Chow-Yang Lee (Malaysia), Mr John Ho-O’Hara (Singapore), and Mr Su-Chart Lee (Thailand).
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FAOPMA and Pest Summit, it is ever more imperative 
moving forward. The effort and success of the 
integration can be attributed to the teamwork from 
both organizations, and a special acknowledgement 
is given to all those that helped the merger. 

Dr Raymond Lee is the Honorary Secretary, 
Federation of Asian and Oceania Pest Management 
Association (FAOPMA), Room 901, 18 Hysan Avenue, 
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong.  
Email: raylee@pc.jaring.asia

(c) It is expected that with the success of the 
integration of FAOPMA-Pest Summit this will set 
the pace for future conventions and meetings.

With the official signing of the Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA), the FAOPMA and Pest Summit 
Integration has enabled a greater collaboration, 
more coordination, and a stronger working 
relationship among the Asia and the Oceanic Pest 
Management Associations.

At the signing ceremony of the Memorandum of 
Agreement in pursuance of ONE UNITED VOICE 
for the pest management industry in Asia, all five 
Presidents of the Pest Summit Alliance signed, along 
with myself (Dr Raymond Lee, FAOPMA Secretary), 
signing on behalf of FAOPMA. The occasion was 
witnessed by Prof Chow-Yang Lee (Malaysia), 
Mr John O’Hara (Singapore), and Mr Su-Chart 
Lee (Thailand). It was also agreed that the Pest 
Summit Alliance will no longer hold international 
conventions that could compete with those 
organised by FAOPMA members. It was encouraging 
to note that all the Pest Summit Alliance members 
joined FAOPMA as members.

With the success of the FAOPMA and Pest Summit 
integration, we can now look forward to a greater 
direction for the Pest Management industry to the 
future. Allow me to paraphrase the wise comment 
of Huang Xiaoyun (President of FAOPMA), while we 
all understood the important role that cooperation 
played in the past, such as the integration of 

Historic occasion in Singapore for the Asian Pest Management industry with the signing of the MOA 
officially signifying the FAOPMA and Pest Summit Integration.


