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Let’s Meet!

Guess which country was voted the number one 
most innovative nation in the world during 
2019? South Korea!

With global corporations that include Samsung, LG, 
Hyundai, and Kia, such a ranking is perhaps hardly surpris-
ing. South Korea is also well known for their innovations in 
pest control, having long ago developed remote moni-
toring for a variety for pests such as rodents and flies. 
They also lead the world in producing mosquito traps that 
can automatically count and even identify the species 
captured.   

Thus it is with some excitement that the upcoming 
FAOPMA-Pest Summit Meeting will be held in Daejeon, 
South Korea over 24-27 September 2019. Expect to 
see an extraordinary trade display, with many unique 
management solutions that should benefit your business. 
Some 110 exhibitors from 55 companies will be in 
attendance and so no matter what services your company 
provides, you will be well catered for. Furthermore, 
there are many world renowned speakers presenting, 
with a variety of topics covered that includes termites, 
cockroaches, rodents, bed bugs, ants, mosquitoes, 
fumigation, baiting, and business related talks. Some ten 
pages are devoted to the meeting in this issue. If you have 
not been to South Korea before, it is an exciting, beautiful 
country as well as being extremely safe for tourists. I have 
no doubt your expectations will be well surpassed as mine 
were when I first visited.  

The meeting that is now called ‘FAOPMA-Pest Summit’ 
has only been in existence since 2016 and represents a 
merger of two great bodies; Pest Summit Alliance and 
FAOPMA. The merger has led to a stronger working 
relationship and a new degree of cooperation between 
the pest management associations in the region, the 
culmination being the greatest annual pest management 
event on the Asia-Oceania calendar. Dr Raymond Lee 
details the story behind the merger and the small team of 
dedicated individuals that made this happen.

This issue contains many wonderful feature stories, 
including the impacts of climate change on pest 
populations, how virus affects fire ants making them 
harder to detect and control, the history of termite baiting,  
sewer and fruit fly control, how pyrethroids work, and 
an inspirational story from Mdm Huang, the President of 
FAOPMA. Plus there are the usual features; Book Reviews, 
News Items, and a mystery pest for you to work out.

However, my personal highlight is the interview with 
Julia Stoess. Julia makes the most realistic models of 
insects and her work graces many museums across 
the world. Julia provides insights into the pain staking 
processes involved in creating such exquisite masterpieces 
and the final product is astounding as you will see in the 
images provided.

I look forward to seeing you in Daejeon. 

Stephen Doggett (Chief Editor)
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Front Cover: Julia Stoess from Germany produces 
the most extraordinary life-like creations of insects.  
Here she is putting the finishing touches to a mos-
quito model. Read more about Julia’s story on page 
20. Image courtesy J. Stoess.


